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Not all storms come to disrupt your life, 
some come to clear your path.  
Unknown   

Sitting in my offi ce in early March, poring over the latest news 

coming in from our partner schools in New York and Northern 

Italy, dominated by the anxious challenges of the present, I 

looked out onto Kelly Street and was transported for a moment 

to a different place and time… 

Melbourne 1918. The Spanish Infl uenza. 

My grandmother would tell us stories from her childhood 

about a terrible worldwide pandemic. The doctor would drop 

the medicine in the letter box. He wouldn’t come inside, lest 

he succumb to the terrible illness that was sweeping through 

the neighbourhood and the world. Rather, he would make 

his rounds each day, riding his bicycle from one letter box 

to another. The doctor, always a reassuring presence in 

uncertain times. 

My grandmother’s generation had just come through World 

War 1. Within a decade they would endure the Great Depression 

and then another war. I was in awe of Nan and her generation, 

now all long gone. They were storytellers. Family was everything 

to them. They were stoic, they saw the funny side of life, they 

didn’t complain about their lot. They just got on with it. 

And now we face our own pandemic. 

The coronavirus lockdown has seen our horizons reduced 

to our front doors, confi ned as we’ve been to our homes, 

reminding us all that we live in extraordinary times. The 

experience so far has been challenging, bewildering, but also 

at times strangely consoling. 

We wanted to capture this unique moment for future 

generations of the IGS community. Hence, this is a special 

historical issue of Jigsaw. The stories we tell in this issue are 

connected by a kind of thread. Page by page a story emerges, 

a heartwarming story about how our School is weathering 

the storm of the global COVID-19 pandemic of 2020, how we 

responded, how our community rallied and how our students’ 

learning continued. 

While we were rocked by the sudden emergence of a virus 

with no known cure and a lockdown that has seen us give 

up so many freedoms to contain its spread, many of us have 

also experienced some profound moments of peace and 

understanding during what has come to be known as the 

slowdown. I sense that we’re reluctant to give up the slower 

pace of life that we’ve been experiencing with its focus on 

home and family just yet. 

One of those profound moments for me 

was a conversation via Zoom with my 

Year 12 English class. I asked them whether 

they were enjoying their time learning at 

home. After a few seconds, one student 

said, “I’ve spent more time with my family. 

We’re becoming closer.” 

Another said, “I’m an introvert. I’m enjoying the rhythms of being 

at home, working in my own environment, to my own schedule.” 

Another mused, “I’ve been thinking about how fortunate we 

all are, compared with so many students around the world 

and across Australia right now. We’re in comfortable homes. 

We have technology that works. We can continue to learn. 

We’re safe.” She smiled wistfully and concluded, “We’re lucky.” 

This was one of those precious moments as a teacher when we 

learn from the beautiful wisdom of those we teach. 

Our students’ sense of gratitude is well placed. The pandemic 

has exacerbated many of the inequalities that persist in our 

world. UNESCO reported that by late May, there were 1.8 billion 

children around the globe - around 90 per cent of the Earth’s 

student population - out of school. Continuity of education 

has been disrupted in direct alignment with socio-economic 

disadvantage. 

One of the nicer revelations locally and globally however has 

been a renewed appreciation for the work and role of teachers 

and schools in our lives. According to the UN, more than 60 

million teachers have been teaching from home. 

Over the pandemic, my colleagues did what 

they always do. They put aside their own 

anxieties about health and family, they rolled 

their sleeves up, and within around two 

weeks, with students increasingly staying 

away from school, they took learning home. 

They have been remarkable, truly remarkable, curating high 

quality resources, adopting new technologies and translating 

classroom practice into the brave new world of remote teaching 

and learning. It’s been exhausting but we are fi lled with that 

energising sense that we did the best we could and we achieved 

a great deal. 

As I write, we are now back in the classroom, we’re happy to 

be providing ever-broadening vistas for our students’ minds. 

These vistas are exemplifi ed with astonishing power by the 

talented Max Durack from Year 9 who painted Effi gies Sui 

(self-portrait in Latin), inspired by artist Mark Ryden, which 

adorns the cover of this issue of Jigsaw. This prescient work 

of the imagination seemed such an appropriate cover for this 

edition, as it celebrates our students’ boundless talents and 

rich inner lives, as well as their playful energy. 

Our students’ works of creativity right now 

are more inspiring and expansive than ever, 

confi rming the intricate connections that 

exist between constraint and creativity. 

For now, we’re refl ecting on the semester we’ve just had, we’re 

planning the year ahead in accordance with COLLABORATE! 

as our whole-school goal for 2020, we’re enjoying each other’s 

company and we’re renewing our sense of gratitude that we are 

fortunate to live in Australia and to be part of the special school 

community that is IGS. 

While we’re not yet through the storm, we’re looking forward 

with optimism to a clear path ahead. 

I hope you enjoy this special edition of Jigsaw! 

Shauna Colnan 

Principal 
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LESSONS FROM 
LOCKDOWN 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
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Photos:

Cover Image. Max Durack of Year 9 enjoyed creating “Effi gies Sui” 
(self-portrait in Latin) in Visual Arts, inspired by artist Mark Ryden

1. Principal Shauna Colnan
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SAFETY, PURPOSE AND 
WELLBEING IN FOCUS

STAFF CONFERENCE

IGS staff refl ected on their professional practice during the pandemic 

and sharpened their Health and Wellbeing skills at the recent IGS Health 

Conference organised by our Deputy Principals.

After six months of the pandemic, staff engaged in a School-

wide conference to explore what they had learned and how to 

harness that for the benefi t of IGS students.

The conference, Teaching and Learning in the time of COVID-19, 

included remote and on campus sessions on CPR, along with 

opportunities to refl ect on the challenges of thriving, living and 

teaching in the time of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Organised by IGS Deputy Principals Mary Duma and Lisa 

Kelliher and inspired by the premise of Gabriel Garcia Marquez 

novel Love in the time of Cholera, the conference explored the 

ways in which our practices have been challenged and may 

have shifted due to the pandemic.

‘COVID-19 has reminded us of our resilience, 

adaptability, fl exibility and creativity’

“This conference gave us the opportunity to refl ect on the way 

that COVID-19 changed, and continues to change, our world,” 

said IGS Deputy Principal Lisa Kelliher.

“In addition to the considerable challenges it presents to our 

wellbeing, COVID-19 has reminded us of our resilience, our 

adaptability, our fl exibility and our creativity.

“It is these qualities which we can now bring more consciously 

to our way of being at IGS. It has been an opportunity to 

strengthen our understanding of our purpose, and to clarify 

what is at the core of teaching and learning - regardless of the 

context in which we fi nd ourselves.”

Deputy Principal Mary Duma said what pleased her most about 

the conference was the opportunity for staff to focus on their 

own health and wellbeing so that they can be their best selves 

for our students.

“During this historical moment, many are turning to teachers for 

support,” Mary said.

“The pandemic is challenging teachers to deal with a level of 

volatility that we have not experienced before and IGS teachers 

have proven themselves to be highly adaptable.

“The conference allowed us to build our individual and collective 

capacity, knowledge and skills, and engage in a range of 

practical training programs in the area of health, including First 

Aid, CPR, Anaphylaxis, Asthma and Mental Health First Aid.

“By the end of the day, we emerged with training that will 

empower us in the classroom, in the playground and in our 

own lives.

SPREADING THE HAPPINESS 
ADVANTAGE

“IGS staff were encouraged to spread the happiness advantage 

at work, at home and beyond, by focusing on the positive 

aspects of daily life.

“Starting a gratitude journal, expressing appreciation, calling out 

triumphs no matter how small.

“These expressions of positivity can have a ripple effect 

throughout schools and communities, and also help us stay 

optimistic and hopeful through diffi cult times.”

SAFETY, PURPOSE AND 
WELLBEING IN FOCUS

FROM THE CHAIR OF THE IGS BOARD

Our thoughts have been very much with the IGS community as the whole world has 

been swept into the unprecedented challenges caused by COVID-19.

The Board has met frequently during these past months, and has provided a strong and supportive 

governance structure for our Principal and staff. We continuously monitor COVID-19 guidance and 

advice from the NSW and Federal authorities, with full regard for the health and safety of the IGS 

community. The resilience and welfare of the community is uppermost in our minds as we respond 

to this pandemic.

The Directors and I have been tremendously impressed by the School’s ability to adapt and to 

draw on the best of our school culture as we all work together to ensure a continued and strong 

future for IGS.

We know that IGS teachers and support staff have been working very hard, catering for students 

in their usual classes while transitioning to and from the IGS Off-Campus Learning Program.

Together, they have achieved this in a remarkably rapid period of time, while, we understand, 

modelling teamwork, creativity and continual improvement for your children, with grace and 

good humour.

On behalf of the Board, I have thanked them for their extraordinary efforts, for their positive attitudes 

and for the care they have shown to all students. I know that they have been strengthened by your 

expressions of appreciation for their work.

In the days ahead, as this challenge evolves, our thoughts will be with you, as together we work to 

overcome any further diffi culties which may emerge.

We are confi dent in the value of the School’s vision and grateful for the many capabilities of IGS staff 

who are working together so successfully for the benefi t of all students and the wider community, 

and we thank you for your messages of support for the decisions made by the Board, our Principal 

and Leadership Team.

Dr Marie Leech

Board Chair

IGS DEMONSTRATES 
STRENGTH AND 
RESILIENCE

FROM THE BOARD

Our thoughts 

have been very 

much with the IGS 

community as the 

whole world has 

been swept into 

the unprecedented 

challenges caused 

by COVID-19.

STAFF FEEDBACK 
“I will never forget my fi rst Zoom meeting with my class. 

It was at that moment when 25 little faces appeared on my 

screen in my study at home that it became very real for me. 

Having taught for over 30 years this was something I had 

never experienced. I felt a huge sense of emotion as I looked 

into my students’ eyes. I could see there was a little bit of 

excitement of the new reality but also a lot of uncertainty as 

they looked to me to guide them through this experience.” 

5 Green Teacher and Primary School Head of Teacher 

Accreditation Michelle Weir

4
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We all had to work out how much was enough, and how to 

put up boundaries that protected time to get outside, to be 

with our families, to exercise, and walk our dogs, and feel the 

sunshine. But there was so much that was meaningful and 

exciting and productive amid the disruption as we reinvented 

our teaching and learning. In particular, teaching my English 

Extension 2 class with Principal Shauna Colnan, we learned so 

much about one another, deepened the norms of our classroom 

culture, and were brought together in ways that would not have 

been possible in a conventional educational setting. At fi rst, 

there was a degree of awkwardness, as we worked out when 

to speak, and for how long, and we tentatively shared what our 

experiences of being in isolation were like, seeing each other’s 

spaces, and meeting pets, or discussing music and fi lm and 

literature. But then, came even more rich substantive exchanges, 

and breakthroughs in insight. Likewise, my Year 12 Advanced 

English class came to be a highlight of my teaching week – a 

bastion of intellectual exchange, humour, and willingness to 

engage as we navigated the aesthetic richness of a discursive 

piece by Geraldine Brooks, and the Elizabethan English context 

for Shakespeare’s King Henry IV, Part 1. We were living anchors 

to one another, when all else seemed so chaotic.

As we returned to School and the relief of our HSC students, I 

realised that I had acquired a great gift of understanding: that 

the humbling and inspiring face-to-face encounters of teaching 

could happen in many places and in many ways, if we had but 

the openness and fl exibility to try.

Thom Marchbank

Head of English

REFLECTIONS ON 
TEACHING IN THE TIME 
OF COVID-19

We asked our new Head of English to share his refl ections on teaching in 

the time of Coronavirus.

In sitting opposite another person, we experience ourselves 

as most human. The great French-Jewish thinker Emmanuel 

Levinas refers to this when he talks about the “face-to-face” 

encounter, where, in having to regard and respond to another 

human being, we more keenly feel ourselves, and at the same 

time recognise a debt of care and solicitude that we owe 

the “other” – we must respond to them, acknowledging their 

humanity, which is our own.

I was refl ecting on Levinas’s thoughts about being face to face 

often during the end of Term 1 and the beginning of Term 2. 

Part of the joy and privilege of teaching is 

the embodiment of the classroom, where 

you can experience the epiphany as a 

student joins together insights between their 

prior understanding and their unfolding 

interpretation of a text directly, where you 

can see the fi re in their eyes as their world 

grows a little larger.

But in the stably unstable moment of teaching during the 

pandemic, we had to invent new ways to be face to face, and 

new ways to enchain those little daily epiphanies. Off-Campus 

Learning still involved seeing each other, but with row upon 

row of tiny faces in individual video conferencing panes. We 

had to learn new norms of waiting, turn-taking, as online calls 

populated, and tiny digital hands were raised. We had to learn 

new rhythms, work with new tools, as we felt out the right 

length of time necessary to introduce a concept, reach for the 

right tool to be engaging, when to broadcast and when to be 

receptive, and when to leave students the mental space and 

time necessary to work on something they had only just met for 

the fi rst time.

For some students – the unassuming ones who felt safe at 

the periphery of the classroom, but who might shy away from 

raising their hand – there was suddenly equivalence, or a safe 

distance, and I heard some voices more. One of my Year 12s told 

me that he was in heaven, because he was a homebody who 

loved music production and tinkering with things in the comfort 

of his bedroom, so attending online lessons and then having 

no downtime between that and working on personal projects 

was his ideal. In our tutor group, we experienced each other in 

ways that would never be possible at school, weaving together 

our shared stories out of home as well as school. There were 

kitchens, doonas, parents and siblings, pets of every description 

(from pythons to cockatiels to rats), there were onesies, and 

wigs, and medieval broadswords.

1.

REFLECTIONS ON 
TEACHING IN THE TIME 
OF COVID-19

NEWS

2.

1.

UNITY THROUGH DIVERSITY MESSAGE 
GOES GLOBAL

The IGS community connected with the world during 

the time of isolation through a Virtual Flashmob.

As the world heeded calls to self-isolate, at IGS, we were glad to 

reach out and connect with one another and our friends around 

the world using social media.

Our Virtual Flashmob campaign saw staff, students and families 

forge and strengthen connections across cultures, languages 

and distances.

Photos:

1. Thom Marchbank

2. Early Learning Educator Jasmin Flyte

3. Felix Sharp of Year 8

NEW HEAD OF ENGLISH 
THOM MARCHBANK

In August, Thom Marchbank was appointed Head 

of English. A passionate English Teacher, scholar 

and an avid reader, Thom Marchbank is a great role 

model of professionalism and very much exhibits 

the qualities of a lifelong learner,” Principal Shauna 

Colnan said.

Mr Marchbank hopes to parlay his passion for the 

humanising qualities of literature into excellent text choices, 

programs and teaching and learning opportunities for 

IGS students.

“IGS students are unique in their caring, compassionate, 

smart, witty and socially engaged way,” Mr Marchbank said.

“They are confi dent, voluble and articulate in expressing their 

ideas, and draw on the wealth of their diverse languages, 

cultures, and rich backgrounds.

“English gets to the core of our being human. Being able 

to interpret texts equips us with the emotional intelligence 

to understand others and ourselves, while acquiring 

vocabulary and ideas through encounters with our literary 

heritage provides us with tools to express our most 

complex thoughts and inner life.”
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RESOURCE PACKS
FOR EARLY LEARNERS

EARLY LEARNING

Early Learning staff joined forces to create remote learning packs for 

their children during the Term 1 break, maintaining safe social distancing 

measures while they added the resources.

“We were incredibly excited to offer Home Activity Resource 

Packs to the youngest learners of IGS who were learning from 

home with their families at this time,” said Head of School Early 

Learning Sarah Herbert.

“As children commenced staying home to limit the spread 

of the virus, we began offering daily home learning activities 

via our centre’s communication platform - Storypark. As our 

home learning program evolved we developed the Resource 

Pack concept.

“The packs included play dough, glue sticks, children’s scissors, 

whiteboard markers, chalk, name cards, craft activities and other 

activity sheets with a range of ideas for how the open-ended 

materials could be used to support learning at home.

“Many families were juggling multiple priorities from home, 

balancing family and work life with young children. We 

hoped the packs could be used fl exibly and with maximum 

independence by the children.

“We were glad to keep in touch with our Early Learners and their 

families, and to provide some familiar resources from the Centre 

to keep a strong sense of connection within our IGS community.”

Taya of Early Learning enjoyed using her resource pack at home.

“Taya enjoyed drawing, making play dough, building lots of 

cubby houses and imaginative play with her toys, either being 

a teacher or a mum to her teddy baby,” her mother said.

“As well as cooking and giving herself a haircut, Taya loved 

running daily yoga lessons with her family and spending time 

outdoors going for bike rides and bush walks.”

RESOURCE PACKS 
FOR EARLY LEARNERS

3.2.1.

1.
HEALTHY, ACTIVE YOUNG LEARNERS

Early Learning Educators worked together to create a Personal 

Development, Health and Physical Education program for their children to 

enjoy while at home during COVID-19.

The program addressed children’s physical, emotional, social, 

mental, and spiritual wellbeing.

“Here at Early Learning, we have been 

thinking about ways we can stimulate 

learning in the home environment,” said

IGS Head of School Early Learning 

Sarah Herbert.

“Early Learning families have been involved in the vast array 

of learning experiences that have been provided by our Early 

Childhood Teachers and our Language Educators. We wanted 

to introduce the holistic approach to personal development, 

health and physical education.

“To assist families in implementing the holistic approach at home, 

we designed and developed a chart that acted as a helpful 

guide to families in creating their own play experiences at home. 

Families were encouraged to display the chart in their home 

where it could be used to stimulate structured or incidental play 

experiences that promote the fi ve pillars of wellbeing.”

Photos:

1. Head of School Early Learning Sarah Herbert with Early Learning 
children earlier in the year pre COVID-19

2. Acting Deputy Director of Early Learning Michelle Tenkate prepares 
remote learning resource packs

3. Taya Phillips of Early Learning enjoying the arts and craft 
component of her remote learning resource pack
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LA MADELEINE DE MARCEL PROUST

IGS Early Learning French Educator Valerie Boisseau set her littlest learners and their families a cooking task while at 

home. The children immersed themselves in the culture of their targeted language, using new words, problem-solving 

and mathematical skills. This recipe for Les Madeleines is from Isabel Mota, founder of My French Recipe.

“Mums and dads, if you spare a moment, look 

into ‘la madeleine de Marcel Proust’ and  

maybe like him, you might have a particular 

aroma that brings you back to your 

childhood memories,” Valerie said.

“I just thought to share this with you, as every time I make  

madeleines, his name always pops to my mind and then I travel  

back in time. Enjoy.”

LES INGREDIENTS

125 gr de farine (flour)

3 oeufs (eggs)

140 gr de sucre (sugar)

135 gr de beurre doux (unsalted butter)

50 gr de lait (milk)

5 gr levure chimique (baking powder)

2 cuilleres a cafe de miel liquide (2 teaspoons of honey)

1 cuillere a cafe de fleur de sel (1 teaspoon of salt)

Le zeste d’un petit citron (zest of a small lemon)

Vanille (1 teaspoon of vanilla) 

Valerie encouraged families to play a game of finding each 

ingredient, “Ou est... le beurre?”

PRÉPARATION DES MADELEINES

Il faut une cuillère en bois, un grand bol, un mixeur électrique et  

un moule à madeleines. 

You will need a wooden spoon, a bowl, an electric mixer and a 

madeleines tin (if you do not have one you can use muffin  

tray or anything creative). Don’t forget to have fun and share 

your results.

LA MÉTHODE 

Commencez par faire fondre le beurre puis laissez-le tiédir (melt 

the butter then let it cool down).

Mettez la vanille dans le bol puis battez les oeufs avec le sucre, 

les zestes de citron, la fleur de sel et le miel jusqu’a ce que 

mélange blanchisse (put the vanilla in the dish then beat the 

eggs with the sugar, the lemon zest, salt and the honey until it 

turns white or lighter in colour, and fluffy).

Ajoutez la farine et la levure et mélangez (add the flour, the 

baking powder and mix together).

Ajoutez le beurre fondu et tiédi puis mélangez (add the cooled 

butter then mix).

Enfin ajoutez le lait et mélangez (last add the milk then mix).

Beurrez vos moules à madeleines. Remplissez les moules a 80% 

puis réservez au frais – les madeleines vont gonfler à la cuisson 

(butter the madeleine tin, fill them up by 80 per cent then place 

it in the fridge – that way the madeleine will rise when cooking).

Préchauffez votre four a 180 C (preheat your oven to 180 C).

Faites cuire pendant 8 à 10 minutes, laissez tiédir avant de 

démouler (cook for 8 to 10 minutes. Cool before removing the 

madeleine from the tin).

Enjoy!

RAINBOWS A GLOBAL SHOW  
OF STRENGTH

The youngest learners at IGS enjoyed painting 

rainbows to share with the community.

The Early Learning Centre (ELC) initiative began in the 

UK, where families placed teddy bears and rainbows 

in their windows to reassure children all will be well, 

despite COVID-19.

ELC children and staff created their large rainbow 

banner at the end of Term 1.

“It has been hanging outside the School on Kelly Street 

to enable children from the local community to connect 

with us as they walk, cycle, scoot or jog around their 

neighbourhood and go on a treasure hunt for rainbows!” 

said IGS Head of School Early Learning Sarah Herbert. 

“Social distancing is the best tool we have to flatten the 

curve and slow the spread of coronavirus, but it can be 

especially tough for kids as they transition from seeing 

their friends each day at School and play dates to 

suddenly feeling locked up inside the house.

“To help entertain and engage little ones during their 

time outside, neighbourhoods around the world have 

been hosting Bear Hunts, and making rainbows.

“They can be a great distraction for children and parents 

alike, and it’s a way to foster community closeness 

despite physical distance.”

A number of IGS children drew rainbows and selected 

teddy bears to display in their windows at home, too.

CLEAN HANDS  
FOR EVERYONE

Early Learning Japanese 

Educator Haruko Watson and 

her daughter Lily, in Year 6,  

shared handwashing skills 

in Japanese with Transition 

students.

 

EARLY LEARNING GET CREATIVE 

Early Learning French Educator Maya Merlot created 

e-books for her students.

“It has been a huge learning experience 

that I have enjoyed, from creating video 

recordings of myself, filming the weather 

outside on a rainy day, or filming myself 

with puppets in my kitchen,” said Maya.

Maya included interactive games, stories, and voice recordings 

to help the children pronounce the vocabulary.

Early Learning student Zac loved the e-book drawing exercise.

“Thanks for putting them together; they are fantastic,” his  

mother wrote.

Photo:

1. Early Learning students still on campus enjoyed creating this 
rainbow poster to share with the community

1.
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IGS Kindergarten students had a busy and exciting start to 2020.

Uncle Les welcomed students and staff to Gadigal Land and 

marked the start of the School year with a traditional smoking 

ceremony.

For Kindergarten students, the day began in the classroom, 

where they dropped off their backpacks and explored their 

new learning spaces.

At their fi rst Primary School Assembly, they were welcomed 

by Ms Colnan and Mr Bird, and were taught the School Song. 

They also heard from Head Boy Parker Floris and Head Girl 

Astrid McKinley, who gave them a very warm IGS welcome.

Kindergarten Blue Teacher Christie Osmond said her children 

had a happy day.

“In assembly, one of the Kindergarten Blue students stood up to 

applaud a music performance,” she said.

Kindergarten Gold Teacher Sarah Elwafsi said the children 

enjoyed listening to stories and getting to know one another 

through games.

Kindergarten Green Teacher Alex Davis said her class loved 

wearing their fi rst-day crowns and pretending they were kings 

and queens.

The children shared what they were looking 

forward to most about Kindergarten this year: 

Ruby: Playing in the playground

Solana: Making friends

Nicola: Getting my Canteen order

Attis: Playing sport

Harrison: Learning

Lucas: Doing creative things

Zelda: Learning languages.

No one could have predicted the children would soon be 

interacting with their teachers online rather than in person by 

late March.

SHARING APPRECIATION DURING 
OFF-CAMPUS LEARNING PROGRAM

Kindergarten Teacher Sarah Elwafsi was speechless when 

her students sent her sweet audio messages while learning 

at home.

“They made me smile,” Miss El said. “The little ones staying at 

home loved interacting with us.”

“Good afternoon Miss El, I love you and I love all my friends. 

I miss you and my friends and I hope no one is sick at the 

School right now,” one of her students said.

“Miss El, you are my best teacher in the whole world and I 

certainly miss you, have a good Friday with your friends at 

School, I hope they don’t get sick,” said another.

AN EXCITING 
FIRST DAY

PRIMARY SCHOOL

PRIMARY TEAM CREATES REMOTE 
LEARNING PACKS

Our Primary School staff spent their breaks making 

remote learning packs.

The staff had joined forces to create the packs during the 

Term 1 break, maintaining safe social distancing measures 

while they added the resources. Deputy Principal Mary Duma 

described what she saw as “the greatest team effort and show 

of care that we could ever have,” she said.

“You are an amazing team,” she told staff.

“I am truly privileged to be at a school 

where such care for our students is shown 

on a daily basis.

“Even during your break, you all got together to create packs 

for our students. That says it all.

“Thank you from the bottom of my heart as your colleague and 

as a grandmother of an IGS student.” 

Parents and students drove along Kelly Street to pick up their 

packs from their teachers, exchanging smiles, waves and 

good wishes.

1.

5.

AN EXCITING 
FIRST DAY

Photos:

1. Primary students were enchanted by the traditional smoking 
ceremony on the fi rst day of School

2. Kindergarten teacher Sarah Elwafsi with students

3. Primary Teachers worked together to create remote learning packs

4 and 5. Year 5 observed social distancing while learning complex 
Indonesian dancing together with Suara Indonesia Dance. 
See story page 33.

COVID-SAFE DANCE WORKSHOP

3.

4.

5.
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3.

YOUNG ENTREPRENEURS 
GIVE BACK

1.

PRIMARY SCHOOL

IGS siblings Margot of Year 1 Gold 

and Oscar of Year 3 Gold felt 

inspired to help the community 

during COVID-19.

The Robinson children set up their own website, Epic Ideas for 

Kids, where they wrote reviews about fun things they had been 

doing while at home.

“Oscar came up with the name and we thought it was a good 

idea to write all about epic things other kids could do while at 

home too,” Margot said.

Their mum built the website, and the siblings got down to 

business, writing lots of reviews.

“We chose the pictures and videos and mum put them online. 

We fi rst told our grandparents and families. 

“We reviewed all the fun things we had been doing while we 

were at home during the virus.”

Margot and Oscar used their website as an opportunity to 

fundraise for charities Lifeline, OzHarvest and Barnados.

IGS students Luka and Nikita Janowski of Year 3 and 

Kindergarten started up a small business called Jampicks, 

where they make and sell handmade guitar picks made entirely 

of materials they fi nd at home, on the beach or in the bush.

1.

YOUNG ENTREPRENEURS 
GIVE BACK

LUNA SMYTH

While learning from home during COVID-19, Luna of 

Year 1 enjoyed sharing a music task with her musically 

talented uncle.

Students were asked to listen to the song provided by the 

teacher and make up their own words to the verse, and then 

do a dance to the verse.

“Uncle Andrew who lives in Vancouver played the song along 

with Luna’s original verse, while she sang and danced over 

FaceTime,” her mother Ali Smyth said.

Her uncle also helped with the beat and talked through what 

a verse is and what a chorus is.

“He is a professional musician who tours America and Canada 

(and Australia when he comes back home) both solo and with 

some very cool bands at great festivals and venues, so he sang 

the Happy Feeling song with Luna and helped her complete all 

the activities.

REAL LIFE LEARNING 

Parker Zeidler of Year 1 kept a digital diary of things 

she was learning at home during COVID-19. In Real 

Life Learning she included everyday tasks like folding 

clothes, making her breakfast and changing the date 

on her calendar.

With a little help from her mother, Jane Zeidler, Parker 

captured her daily activities and the ways she was taking care 

of herself while at home.

“Mummy made videos of me making the bed, folding my 

clothes, making toast and cereal for breakfast and changing 

the date and weather on my calendar,” said Parker.

She had many responsibilities while at home, like helping 

around the house, walking the dog and learning how to cook.

Parker said her favourite things about being at home included 

having lots of time for reading, learning how to type and play 

piano via an app, eating yummy food and being at home with 

her mum and dad every day.

Photos:

1 and 2. Oscar and Margot Robinson

2.

YEAR 1 STUDY THE MOON AND STARS

“Year 1 was so excited to fi nally be back at School,” 

Head of K-2 Jessica Slater said.

As part of our Science unit of work, Look Up and Around, Year 1 

learned about the night sky.

“We listened to an astronomer speak about what we can observe 

in the night sky such as stars and the moon,” Ms Slater said.

“We learned about constellations and designed and made our 

own constellations out of marshmallows and toothpicks.

“Then we explored the different phases of the moon with a torch, 

the sun, and a polystyrene ball and a pencil, the moon.”

Students gave their constellations names such as “The Big 

Heart” and “The Jellyfi sh”.Making models to learn about space

Luna Smyth enjoying her music task

“We mostly recycle household plastics, old metal, and 

driftwood,” the brothers said.

“We started this to learn about business 

and at the same time make an impact. 

We use the proceeds from our guitar picks 

business to help our oceans.”

The brothers selected two organisations to support, The Ocean 

Cleanup and Coral Gardeners.

They wrote the content for their website, calculated prices, 

took the promotional photos and produced more than 50 

guitar picks. 
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SYDNEY THEATRE 
COMPANY 
COLLABORATES WITH 
IGS TO DELIVER ONLINE 
LEARNING TO YEAR 4

PRIMARY SCHOOL

1. 2.

3.

BELLA CROWNED GIRLS’ 
AGE CHAMPION

Congratulations to Year 5 student Bella Sartor who 

was crowned the girls’ age championship at Balmain 

Little Athletics.

“It feels great to be crowned age champion because I love 

Balmain Little Athletics and have been training really hard, so 

to get this recognition is the icing on the cake,” Bella said.

“I love variety in athletics. There’s long jump, high jump, running 

and discus and other things. The other thing I love about Little 

Athletics is that you can make friends very easily.

“I am looking forward to getting back on the track with my 

friends and to seeing all their happy faces again.”

Congratulations, Bella!

RUBEN GOES THE DISTANCE

Congratulations to Year 4 IGS student Ruben Shepard 

who has been named Under 11 NSW Cyclist of the Year.

Competing in eight events across the country, Ruben, a 

member of the Randwick Racing Club, placed fi rst six times 

and came in second twice.

In the recent NSW Junior Track Championships in Dubbo, 

Ruben won the Under 11 scratch and time trial and was named 

Under 11 NSW Cyclist of the Year.

He competed in the Queensland Under 11 State Championships 

and won all his events and also won the Victorian State fl ying 

200 under 11 in 15.2 seconds.

Ruben was congratulated and presented with a trophy and 

two medals by IGS Principal Shauna Colnan at a Primary 

School Assembly.

Photos:

1. Jacob Chan enjoying a drama lesson from home

2. Elizabeth Gilchrist learning remotely

3. Zander Johnston in the IGS Off-Campus Learning Program 
drama class

Year 4 were excited to begin their Drama Pilot Workshop with the Sydney 

Theatre Company, with whom IGS has an ongoing professional partnership.

The workshops were facilitated online by Alyson Evans.

“Alyson has a wealth of school and community experience, as 

well as extensive experience leading drama workshops online for 

children and young people, including with the School of the Air,” 

IGS Teacher Teresa Bertoli said.

Julian Douramanis: “I really enjoyed the movements and 

actions.” 

Arlo Pollack: “I thought it was pretty cool and fun.” 

Maybelle Carr: “It was interesting to learn something 

different in a different way.” 

Lucia Mitsis: “I thought it was something new.” 

IGS teachers are collaborating with an artist to explore Drama 

pedagogy and increase literacy skills using Drama to engage 

students more deeply in their learning.

“Under COVID-19 this professional learning 

has been impacted, but we are preparing 

to collaborate regardless, via online 

teaching,” said Director of Dramatic Arts 

Rita Morabito.

SYDNEY THEATRE 
COMPANY 
COLLABORATES WITH 
IGS TO DELIVER ONLINE 
LEARNING TO YEAR 4
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EMINENCE CAPTIVATES YEARS 3, 4 AND 5

Younger students were absorbed by 

heroes and heroines brought to life by 

Year 5 students.

Project-based learning continues to thrive at IGS. 

“Term 2 is always an exciting term in Year 5 as we work on our Eminence 

Projects,” said 5 Blue Home Class Teacher and Head of Stage 3 Jessica Price.

“Over the course of the term, students dive into deep learning about an 

inspiring individual who has had a positive impact on the world and leaves 

a lasting legacy.

“Children are carefully guided through a series of project elements by their 

teachers. As part of the project, exciting lessons are delivered and individual 

working time is planned.

“The elements included in the project range from a carefully researched 

biography, a detailed timeline, a dramatic monologue delivered in full 

costume and fi nally a portrait depicting the person. Children also have the 

option to complete extra tasks relating to their eminent person.

“James, from 5 Blue has studied Mozart this term and so learnt a piece on the 

piano as his extra task. It is amazing to see the students think outside the 

box for these extra components!

“Year 5 displayed their work in an exhibition viewed by Years 3 and 4 

students. They have worked so hard and it was a wonderful celebration to 

end the term.”

Surgeons, pilots, musicians, artists, astronauts, great leaders and more came 

to life again at IGS, and their contributions were discussed.

“Each year I am so energised by the students’ confi dence and effervescence 

as they tell us all about their eminent person,” said Ms Colnan.

Congratulations to all students on their learning. 

3.IMAGINE A PLACE

PRIMARY SCHOOL

During lockdown Principal Shauna Colnan joined a global movement to 

read much loved picture books from her home, to Early Learning and 

Primary School. 

Year 5 students then wrote to Ms Colnan about their own 

imagined places and told her all about what they wanted to be 

when they grow up.

Caspar Wong, Year 5

Imagine a place where the sun gently melts into 

the horizon and gives off red, orange and yellow 

colours. The waves in the sea slowly come and go. 

The cotton candy clouds slowly glide over your 

head like an elegant ballerina. Tiny crabs scuttle 

across the pure white sand and disappear into the 

huge clump of smooth, grey pebbles. Orange ducks 

bob up and down and wait for the sea to bring 

fresh fi sh into their mouths. The sky turns from a 

light blue into dark blue and the birds fl ying into 

the distance begin turning jet black. The warmth 

of the sun and the soft breeze make you calm and 

focused. All the bad thoughts in your mind will 

slowly melt into nothing.

“You have written this piece in such a way that you have grabbed 

the reader by the hand and taken them to this beautiful place. 

I feel as though I’m there, with the cotton candy clouds and the 

tiny scuttling crabs, the soft breeze and the warmth of the sun,” 

Ms Colnan wrote to Caspar Wong about his imagined place.

Aleyna Demir, Year 5

Imagine a place where you are surrounded with words and 

pictures, where you can climb to your heart’s content, where a 

lamp is the only thing that brings light to the world, where you 

have all the books you desire and where it never, ever ends.

Milena Shields, Year 5

Imagine a place with endless possibilities where you can be 

completely free, all your dreams come true, the animals would 

all be friendly. The clouds would be as fl uffy as pillows and you 

would feel spontaneous and joyful!

1.

2.

IMAGINE A PLACE

Photos:

1. Caspar Wong’s Imagine a Place artwork

2. Shauna Colnan reads a picture book from her home

3. Artemisia Trenoweth and Jade Wilson

4. Scott Campbell, Elliot Foxlee, Andrea Capuano and 
Toby Gray

5. Noah Cliffe, Otis Creenaune and Layla Jaffer

4.

5.
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2.

REWARDING GLOBAL 
EXPERIENCES

HIGH SCHOOL

Students in Years 7, 10 and 11 made their way to the other side of the globe 

during Australia’s summer holiday, returning safely before lockdown.

Students Orlando Read, Eliza Brunsdon, Luca Gandillet and 

Nina Leeper spent six weeks in Montpellier, France.

Klara Decker-Stewart and Noah Koller travelled to Bad Salzufl en, 

Germany while Mischa Belunek travelled solo to Tokyo, Japan.

Director of Languages Rosalba Genua-Petrovic said 

participating in our global exchange program can seem a 

daunting prospect, however, “the rewards that are to be gained 

are many and enduring.”

What students had to say about the experience:

Orlando: “I highly recommend the global 

exchange program to students wanting 

to enhance their language skills for the 

HSC, whether you choose a beginner or 

continuers course. Not only did it allow 

us to improve our fl uency, intonation, and 

vocabulary, to experience a different culture, 

meet new people and make new friends.”

Eliza: “Visiting other cities in France was defi nitely a highlight 

for me. I was lucky enough to go to Paris for a week, spend 

Christmas in Dijon, go to Lyon for a day trip and the Alps where 

we skied.”

Noah: “In late November I set off on an exchange to Germany. 

In the beginning, my main motivation was to enhance my skills 

ahead of my HSC. However, shortly after arriving in Germany 

I realised that learning German would not be the thing that I 

would cherish most. I was very lucky to have a great exchange 

partner and family.”

LEARNING AND GROWING IN CHINA

In early December, six IGS students visited Guangdong 

Experimental Yuexiu School in Guangzhou China, as a return 

visit to their exchange partners.

Assistant Head of High School Languages and Chinese Teacher 

Shuyi Wu said students were thrilled to experience life in China.

The students, Therese Briganti, Cameron Smith, Macy McLean, 

Reegan Chinn, Iris Crennan and Hunter Mackenzie stayed in their 

exchange partners’ home and attended school every day.

“Students were spoiled by their host families with great food and 

fantastic outings.”

In the mornings, IGS students attended classes and in the 

afternoons, they participated in a variety of special workshops, 

including Chinese Kungfu and tea ceremony, Chinese calligraphy, 

face masks design as well as 3D printing and LED light models.

“Students said that they were excited 

to be an expert in English; they met the 

challenges in Maths; and they felt a bit lost 

in Chinese lessons,” Ms Wu said.

The students also participated in a four-day excursion, 

appreciating both modern and traditional Guangzhou.

The trip provided the students with valuable, authentic learning 

experiences, immersed in culture.

“They learned something which they can never learn in class or 

from textbooks,” Ms Wu said.

“For almost all of them, this was the fi rst time they have stayed 

away from their own families for such a long time. Handling the 

excitement and challenge in life by themselves, I saw them grow.”

Lockdown has made our students mindful of and grateful for 

the opportunity they have had at IGS to travel around the world.

FRENCH SKILLS PUT TO THE TEST

During the summer holidays, a group of IGS students 

volunteered for an exchange at the Lycée Condorcet, a school in 

Maroubra using an entirely French curriculum.

Students Harry Keller, James Chen, Zara Upfold and Henry 

Menzies, accompanied by IGS French Teacher Juliette Bates, 

attended classes with French students and teachers.

“While most of our French knowledge was up to the task of 

understanding what was happening, there were gaps which 

luckily were quickly fi lled by the astoundingly helpful and 

friendly students of Lycée Condorcet,” Ms Bates said.

“We even decided to attend a German class, which was 

completely new to all of us and was particularly challenging!

“I have to say that the experience would not have been the same 

were it not for the students at the school, many of whom we 

now call our friends.”

All involved were grateful for the opportunity.

1.

REWARDING GLOBAL 
EXPERIENCES

Photos:

1. Reegan Chinn, Macy McLean and Iris Crennan in China

2. James Chen, Zara Upfold and Harry Keller improved their 
French skills
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IGS STUDENTS THANK 
HEALTHCARE WORKERS

IGS students thanked hospital staff and other 

healthcare workers in a video.

In the IGS Gratitude Project, students such as Avery Lan 

of Transition created thank you messages to share with 

healthcare workers. A number of healthcare workers shared 

their appreciation for the video.

Their comments include:

“That’s really beautiful. Please thank them 

all, from us.” 

“Gorgeous!”

“Thanks for putting the time and effort 

into making this happen. It is much 

appreciated.”

“What a beautiful video. Thank you so much. Our staff will 

love it.”

“This is absolutely beautiful. Thank you so much!”

The thank you video has gone to hospitals all around 

Australia and was especially appreciated by health care 

workers in Melbourne during stage 4 lockdown. You can 

fi nd the video on the IGS youtube page.

1.

2.

CREATIVE AND 
PASSIONATE LEARNING

HIGH SCHOOL

Teachers and students made the most of their teaching and learning, both 

on and off campus.

DRAMA ONLINE

Never in my wildest dreams did I ever imagine I would be 

teaching a Drama lesson remotely. I’ve taught in rotundas, 

underground car parks and foyers but never in cyberspace.

To say I was apprehensive about this brave new world of 

teaching is an understatement. It’s not the teaching I was 

worried about but mastering the technology.

I approached my fi rst few online classes with some trepidation. 

My initial questions included, how do I share 

the Canvas page I had uploaded, and has 

it posted? 

My fi rst class came to life without a hitch. We were all a bit 

nervous but as soon as I started taking them through the work, 

everyone settled down and I found it strangely productive. I 

say strangely because I wasn’t expecting the kind of focus that 

enabled everyone to speak and be heard. Removing the kind of 

teenage pressure that exists in social gatherings seemed to free 

the kids up in a way that I hadn’t anticipated. 

It was fun too. We were visited by an array of pets, food 

deliveries from slightly startled parents, siblings poking their 

heads in to see what was going on. It was really cool. 

But what really struck me was how important the visual contact 

was for all of us. 

Ned Manning

Drama Teacher and Head of Year 12 

CREATIVE AND 
PASSIONATE LEARNING 

MATHEMATICS CHALLENGE DEEPENS 
KNOWLEDGE

Year 9 Maths students strengthened their knowledge 

during their studies of Linear Relationships during 

Term 3.

IGS Assistant Head of Mathematics Cassandra Church said 

her students have enjoyed learning about linear relationships 

this term.

“The topic started with some revision from previous years about 

the Cartesian Number Plane and plotting points,” she said.

“We then went on to learn how to fi nd the midpoint of an 

interval, the distance between two points, and the gradient 

of a line. We created graphs from the equation of a line using 

tables of values, intercepts, and by considering the gradient 

and y-intercept.

“We also applied what we had learned to direct proportion in 

the context of travel graphs and exchange rates.”

Each student took a turn to come to the board to calculate the 

gradient of a given line.

“Later, we incorporated more information as we learned to 

graph lines given an equation in gradient-intercept form,” 

she said.

The class undertook their formal assessment task for the term.

“They demonstrated their knowledge of this 

topic, as well as indices and algebra under 

examination conditions,” Ms Church said.

“In the remaining weeks of this term, we will be delving into 

the world of fi nancial mathematics and then surface area and 

volume.”

Ash Brecht: “We have been learning about Linear 

Relationships. My favourite part was when we learned how to 

fi nd the midpoint of an interval.”

Felix Hassall: “I have really enjoyed using Desmos and 

Geogebra this term while we learned to graph lines in our 

studies of Linear Relationships.”

Leila Van Der Vliet and Maya Martin: “Our favourite part of 

Linear Relationships was applying Pythagoras theorem to fi nd 

the length of a line.”

Ruari Foster: “Using graphs is interesting and useful in real life. 

We discovered that the gradient of a distance-time graph is 

the average speed travelled.”

Jordan Aguilera-Mendoza: “My favourite part of learning about 

Linear Relationships was using Desmos.”

Oscar Babeck, Jack Scott-Hickie, Lucy Melo, Eve Moss Ractliffe
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Fieldwork is an essential component of the senior Geography course, and 

since all excursions were cancelled due to COVID restrictions, IGS staff used 

creativity to ensure key learning went ahead.

Head of Year 11 and Geography Teacher Carmelo Fedele took 

his students on an exciting virtual field trip during Week 5 of 

Term 2, to ensure students were prepared for their upcoming 

assessment.

Mr Fedele trialed virtual fieldwork and decided on one that 

was the best fit for his students.

“The web-based software uses satellite imagery, street view 

and elements of Geographic Information Systems (GIS) to 

explore the world from any device,” he said.

“I used fieldwork data and dozens of 

photographs taken from previous trips 

to create as authentic an experience as 

possible. Students were able to virtually 

visit beaches along Sydney’s east coast 

from Bondi to Coogee and beyond.

“They measured wind speed and direction, wave period, 

sediment size, temperature, humidity and beach gradient 

as well as observing erosional and depositional landforms, 

coastal sediment processes, human impacts and strategies  

to manage them.”

GEOGRAPHY COASTAL FIELD TRIP GOES VIRTUAL

VIEWS OF THE WORLD FROM THE 
SPANISH CLASSROOM

Year 8 Spanish students didn’t let 

COVID-19 travel restrictions restrict 

their imaginations.

Instead, they channeled their creativity and Spanish language 

skills into creating travel brochures of cities around the world 

as part of a virtual travelling project.

Brochures included location, itineraries and festivals.

“It’s a cute project and some of the students 

have produced excellent brochures,” said 

Assistant Director of Languages Teresa 

Alonso-Lasheras.

“If you feel like travelling and can read Spanish, come and visit 

our travel agency,” said Spanish Teacher Yolanda Fernández.

Photos:

1. A previous IGS Geography Coastal Field Trip

2. Spanish students enjoying the creative component of their 
Language class

3. Nik Rahimpanah with a brochure he made promoting Tehran,  
in Spanish 3.

2.

1.
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FROM THE HEAD BOY

Some reflections on the impacts of 

COVID-19, now and in future.

Right now, we’re living through a time that will be marked in 

the history books as one of the worst medical and economic 

disasters our world has ever seen. Many millions of people have 

already or will lose their jobs, and many others are unsure how 

they will get through this ordeal. Also, schools are slowly closing, 

and students will have to find a way to continue their studies 

without the structure and certainty we usually have.

I showed up to School at one stage and it was a ghost town. 

The usually bustling IGS corridors had cleared, and all that 

remained were a few stragglers taking advantage of every last 

day we had with our cohort.

While studying from home, everyone’s habits and routines had 

to change. We had to learn to live with our family 24/7, without 

driving each other mad. Some people may not be surrounded 

by a structure that can support a quality learning environment, 

so it was important to find ways in which they could support 

themselves.

An opportunity to be productive

Lockdown provided a perfect opportunity to learn how to 

study and be productive, especially with all the tempting 

distractions around us. This time will separate those who have 

a strong self-discipline from those who don’t. Nevertheless, the 

uncertainty this brings, especially for those in their final years, 

could be unsettling.

I have been talking with my mates in the UK who have been 

studying for months for their final exam, with the goal of 

returning to Australia to study. Despite all their efforts, these 

exams have now been called off, with no alternative in sight, 

and not knowing how they’ll progress into the next stages of 

their life. IGS’s Year 12 students are also approaching this stage 

and we hope that we will not have to experience the same 

uncertainty. For example, many of our final year Major Works 

may have to be altered or restarted completely, adding to the 

stresses of this situation.

Make this time as enjoyable as possible

This build-up of tension involving schooling and the home 

environment can have a negative impact and we must protect 

our mental health. So, what makes you happy? Is it chatting  

with friends or pursuing a hobby? If so, then find a way that  

you can do this on a daily basis, whether it be chatting with 

people, or learning to cook. Either way, find something that  

you can do every day, that you truly love, to make this time just 

that more enjoyable.

And when this time passes…

At some point, the virus will subside, and the world will  

return to some level of normality. We will head back to school 

or work, and we will rebuild the economy and our livelihoods. 

Whether we grow as a community from this situation will 

depend on how we support each other through this.  

Will we act from a scarcity or compassionate perspective?  

Will we establish plans and measures that could prevent such 

an incident from occurring again?

If I’m honest, I believe we will not prepare for such an incident 

in the future. Perhaps nations will set up temporary agencies 

to look into such, but after the Ebola crisis in 2014, the US 

established the Global Health Security Office, which observed 

and prepared against such pandemics but was shut down 

only four years later. Bill Gates also warned in 2015 of how 

unprepared the globe was for “a virus where people feel well 

enough while they’re infectious that they get on a plane or 

they go to a market”. Sound familiar?

Appreciating former freedoms

Societies and countries begin to relax when nothing happens 

in years, but this allows threats to slip through the cracks and 

become major issues. The one thing I think we will improve 

on as a society, is the appreciation of the freedoms we do 

have. The freedom to walk outside, to go on holiday, to visit 

a grandparent, to attend school, hang out with friends, and 

something as simple as a hug.

Come out the other side stronger and better than ever

Nevertheless, we’re here and all we can do is keep moving.  

We must make the most of the situation and act selflessly for 

the benefit of greater society. By doing this, we can come out 

the other side stronger, and ready to improve and build upon 

our own and the lives around us for the better.

Parker Floris 

IGS 2020 Head Boy

‘TAKE  
CARE’ AS  
STRENGTH  
AND  
GRATITUDE 

‘BRINGS US  
CLOSER’
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IGS 2020 HEAD STUDENTS

FROM THE HEAD GIRL

Coming back to School after 

weeks of lockdown prompted a 

wide mix of emotions.

On one hand, bottled up excitement to be thrust back 

into our familiar school community and on the other, a 

newfound fear for the unknown. Each day would be a test. 

Each day that our School stayed open would feel like a 

success.

As a student, I found it most difficult to navigate my 

place within our chaotic social and political world. 

Studying for exams and learning class content seemed 

nonsensical when I considered the world I was surrounded 

by. While a global pandemic was devastating countries 

and economies, I sat at my desk desperately trying to 

remember maths formulas. However, I have come to 

understand a lot more about myself and the way in 

which I learn throughout this reflective period. It has 

forced me to become more versatile and problem solve 

in ways that I never have before. As I come up to my HSC 

exams towards the end of this year, remote learning has 

revealed itself to be a blessing in disguise. Personally, I 

feel as though it was an opportunity for me to learn how 

to effectively manage my workload. I am grateful for my 

incredibly hard-working and inspiring teachers.

In regards to my position as Head Girl, people have come 

to me asking for solutions to issues I am unable to fix. This 

has proved to be both challenging and empowering as I 

have been able to act as a role model in this environment 

of such ambiguity.

It is important to now reflect on how, through seeming 

separation, we have come together through this shared 

experience. This virus should not be taken as a setback 

but instead as an opportunity to appreciate the smaller 

things we failed to see before.

Astrid McKinley 

IGS 2020 Head Girl
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SUSTAINABLE
FUTURES CLUB SEES 
A SILVER LINING IN 
COVID-19 CHANGES

SUSTAINABILITY

“In a time of historical change of bushfi res, fl oods and now pandemic, our 

climate hasn’t stopped changing,” said Nathan Turner of Year 10.

The Sustainable Futures Club continued to meet during 

Tuesday lunchtimes and afternoons as well as Friday mornings 

and afternoons, online during COVID-19.

Their meetings saw more than 15 students from both Primary 

and High School take part.

“By 2030 it will be too late to stop climate change,” Nathan 

said, going on to quote former UN climate leader Christiana 

Figueres, who says there is a silver lining to the COVID-19 

travel restrictions.

“If we really sustain several months of 

reduced travel we may realise that we don’t 

have to travel as much,” Christiana says. As 

air travel uses great amounts of fossil fuels, 

people might decide to limit their travel 

and slow down the use of fossil fuels which 

are exacerbating climate change.

“For us, it’s quite simple,” said Nathan. “We live on the hope that 

Christiana Figueres describes. The past months will forever 

change our outlook on our world moving forward and it makes 

you think… what about us?

“Currently, what we’ve seen through IGS Online Learning is the 

sheer power that we can have as a school, acting sustainably. 

At the moment we’ve seen all departments across IGS and 

our greater community not printing as much paper. We’ve 

been working purely out of Canvas to assign our work, using 

and delegating work online through textbooks and online 

worksheets.”

In their meetings, Nathan said they discussed their current 

direction, proposals and a plan for tomorrow. 

“With multiple proposals and plans in the works, IGS’s 

Sustainable Future is only going up and needless to say, our 

power and energy consumption is only going down,” 

Nathan said.

SUSTAINABLE 
FUTURES CLUB SEES 
A SILVER LINING IN 
COVID-19 CHANGES

MEET THE INAUGURAL IGS HEAD OF SUSTAINABILITY CARMELO FEDELE 

Carmelo joined the IGS Humanities Department in 2016 and has loved 

being a part of the diverse and vibrant community that embraces change 

and is always striving to be better.

“IGS is academically ambitious and committed to the holistic 

development of the young people in its care. Personally, it has 

offered me many opportunities to share my passion to learn 

about the world and how we can sustain it,” Carmelo said.

“If we care about the forests and the reefs, if we care about 

living creatures that inhabit the earth, if we care about our 

First Nations people, if we care about the most disadvantaged 

people, if we care about our own health and wellbeing, if we 

care about the future of our children, sustainability matters.

“My interest in sustainability began at university, when I was 

studying Geography with the view to becoming a teacher. 

My love of diving and the ocean has also been a signifi cant 

contributing factor. Coral reefs, as they say, are the canary in 

the coal mine of climate change and I have watched bleaching 

event after bleaching event until we are now at a moment in 

time when 50 per cent of the reef is gone. 

In 2017 Mr Fedele launched the IGS Sustainable Futures Club.

“I envisioned a student-led movement to 

improve the environmental sustainability at 

IGS. Hunter Forbes, then in Year 11, chose 

to investigate Sustainability at IGS as his 

Senior Geography Project. His research 

formed the basis of our initiatives,” he said.

“Having a Head of Sustainability shows that IGS is serious 

about its commitment to a sustainable future and to play our 

role in combating climate change. It helps focus the collective 

will of our community who care deeply about this issue.” 

Mr Fedele will spearhead action in accordance with the IGS 

sustainability framework and the School’s strategic aspiration 

for a sustainable future.
Photos:

1. Nathan Turner

2. IGS Teacher Carmelo Fedele with students Oliver Leonessa, 
Phaedra Hamer, Alice Levenberg Penklis and Alice Moss Ractliffe

2.
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ABORIGINAL STUDIES 
HSC MAJOR PROJECTS 
EXHIBITION

HIGH SCHOOL

I could not be more proud of our students who have carried out signifi cant 

original research in Aboriginal Studies for these HSC Major Projects, 

examining sometimes deep and diffi cult issues, past and present.

At IGS, we launched Aboriginal Studies as a direct initiative 

of our Reconciliation Action Plan and because it is such a 

life-changing and mind-expanding course, which in my view 

should be offered in every NSW school. It teaches our history, 

a history that we should all know. It also creates insights for 

students about the beauty and resilience of Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander cultures.

We offer our deepest thanks to Head of 

Indigenous Education Jade Carr for her 

leadership in this increasingly popular 

course, and to all Aboriginal people 

who have worked so generously with 

our students to share their knowledge 

and experience in raising awareness and 

improving our understanding.

Knowledge is power, as these new works illustrate.

I commend each of them to you.

Shauna Colnan 

Principal

1.

ABORIGINAL STUDIES 
HSC MAJOR PROJECTS 
EXHIBITION

2.

LIST OF STUDENTS AND TITLE OF WORK

Anya Haywood: Identity

Eva-Marie Workman: How do Indigenous artists use their occupation 

to express their Aboriginality?

Isabel Whitaker: Indigenous Land and Fire Management Teaching Kit

Zara Upfold: Accountability: Assessing the Connection between 

Government Ideology and Indigenous Recidivism Rates in NSW 

Prisons

Eve Mitchell-James: ‘their country, their identity’

Zoe Varga: Distant Memory

Tiger Christensen: LGBTQ+ Aboriginal Mental Health

Nancy Bertoli: Bush Garden and Stage 2 Sustainability

Ava Jenkin: The Invasion of Traditional Knowledge: Bush Medicine in 

the Commercial Age

Allegra Welsh: The Butterfl y Effect

Charlotte Venning: Food fusion: Italian and Native Australian

Thomas Loh: The importance of traditional bush medicines

India Pardoel: Connection to a dying country

Daniel O'Shea: Investigations into Government policies on social 

exclusion

Grace Fusco: Aboriginal Nations of Australia Map

Chloe Walsh: Native Flora Teaching Kit

Sophia Wright-Mendelsohn: Mental Health

Piper Morrissey: Identity

Millie Lamshed: Eddie Betts and the AFL

Louis Williamson: The Stolen Generation

Miah Walker: Decolonising the education system

Holly Baldwin: Criminal Justice comparison

Emilia Ritchie: Aboriginal education resource kit

David Thom: Inter-generational poverty

Photos:

1. Chloe Walsh   2. Millie lamshed   3. Nancy Bertoli
4. Work by Eva Workman   5. Work by Eve Mitchell-James

3.

4.

5.

EXPLORING HER INDIGENOUS ROOTS 

As a young Aboriginal woman, Miah Walker, pictured left, is proud to take on any 

opportunity to learn more about her culture.

As part of her major work, Miah explored the 

education system, its blind spots and the way 

these could and should be overcome.

“There is minimal cultural acceptance in 

schools, so my lecture was based on the issues 

surrounding that and also what my School 

could do to have a more culturally warm space 

for indigenous students,” Miah said.

“In this class, I have enjoyed learning about the 

Stolen Generations the most because there’s 

so much emotion and history behind this 

topic and I’d just always found it very easy to 

focus when talking about this topic,” she said.

“I also really enjoyed learning about the Inuit 

people because we have such a similar 

culture to them despite them being on the 

other side of the world and I’ve always found 

that very fascinating”.

Miah will join IGS staff next year, while 

at university, working alongside Head of 

Indigenous Education Jade Carr to support 

IGS Indigenous students and to strengthen 

the school’s Reconciliation Action Plan.

“This young woman is a powerhouse. I can’t 

wait to see the contribution she will make 

here at IGS and out in the world in the years 

to come,” said Principal Shauna Colnan.
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ANZACS HONOURED 
DESPITE LOCKDOWN

COMMUNITY

With strict social distancing and the banning of social gatherings, ANZAC 

Day 2020 commemorations moved online at IGS, with a moving homage to 

soldiers, doctors, nurses and unsung heroes such as the stretcher bearers.

“Coronavirus has changed our world,” Humanities Teacher 

Stuart Daly said.

“Life will return to normal, but many things have been impacted 

upon. Gatherings with friends, trips to the cinema, family 

holidays – all were temporarily placed on hold.

“These are simple things that we may have 

taken for granted, but only when they 

are taken away from us do we realise the 

irreplaceable part they play in our everyday 

lives... The peace and stability of our lives 

was hard-fought and won by Australian 

military personnel.”

“Here at IGS and across the nation, ANZAC Day is about taking 

time to stop and commemorate the sad stories of loss, to 

contemplate individual courage against adversity, to meditate 

upon the heartbreak of war, to think of others, and fi nally to 

play our part, no matter how small, to develop a much needed 

vision of peace for us all,” IGS Principal Shauna Colnan said.

“It seems to me that after more than 100 years, it’s the bravery 

and the integrity of Australian and New Zealand soldiers 

and all soldiers of the Great War, in the face of the tragic 

circumstances in which they found themselves, that inspires 

and astonishes us still.”

Eleanor Sharwood wrote: Commemorating World War I 

(WWI) is more important in these times than ever before. This 

is, of course, partly due to the fact that this year it can’t be 

done formally. The ANZAC Day march won’t pass through our 

streets, and no Dawn Service will be held. However, this doesn’t 

mean that the day is ignored. After all, the phrase repeated on 

the day is “lest we forget”.

Kyliric Masella wrote: As we gather on our computer 

screens today, Australians need to come together, pause and 

remember what happened years ago. Yes, the Anzac Day 

ceremonies are cancelled this year because of the outbreak of 

COVID -19, yet that doesn’t mean we still can’t commemorate 

and acknowledge WWI and the people – OUR people – who 

went and fought for us and our country. It is so very important 

that we still remember this war and how it helped shape our 

society today and how it impacted on aspects of our lives, 

good and bad.

Madiba Doyle-Lambert wrote: The events of WWl were 

atrocious and millions of people died. Of those, over 400,000 

of them were brave Australians who died trying to defend our 

country. It is important that we commemorate all the brave 

people who died in war each year so that their memories do 

not go forgotten. It is important that we have this constant 

reminder of the atrocities that happened so that history 

doesn’t repeat itself. If we don’t commemorate WWl every year 

then eventually people will forget about it and all of the efforts 

of those courageous people will be forgotten.

James Walker wrote: The ANZACs were dealt some of the 

toughest battles throughout WWl. Many of our ANZACs 

fought through almost certain death, and this is what garnered 

them global respect. They fought through this because they 

thought that it was the best way to preserve and enhance 

Australia. As someone who considers themselves Australian 

and bears the honour associated with it, you would agree 

these honours are bestowed upon you because of the courage 

and sacrifi ce of the ANZACs.

1.

ANZACS HONOURED 
DESPITE LOCKDOWN

CONDUCTING ONLINE REHEARSALS

Practical music-making during COVID-19 moved online 

to ensure health and safety for all IGS students.

The Senior Vocal Ensemble enjoyed a virtual choir rehearsal 

with choral conductor, vocalist, guitarist, music educator and 

academic Naomi Cooper.

Naomi worked on their repertoire, introduced some new 

material and continued working on their vocal technique and 

musicianship skills.

“Because of internet latency we were not able to hear each 

other all singing at the same time but it was great to be able to 

see each other and sing together from our respective homes,” 

Naomi said.

“In choir we are used to singing with other people, so this was a 

great opportunity for students  to develop skills in holding their 

own part without relying on other singers. Hopefully students 

feel confi dent to sing out without being worried others are 

judging them.”

Students were supported with access to recordings of their 

parts and the sheet music on their Canvas page.

Music staff enjoyed an energetic Professional Development 

session of Indonesian Dancing with Dance Group Suara, who 

taught them movements that were incorporated into the 

Year 5 online project.

“Students each submitted a video of themselves doing their 

prescribed dance to be collated into a video,” Director of Music 

Alison Housley said.

“Suara inspired our students last year and the performances 

were seen at the International Day Assembly. This year, 

students undertook some online tutorials towards their 

exciting end result.”

1.

EMIL MULTIPLIES SKILLS

Congratulations to IGS student Emil Hasche of Year 12 

who was selected to participate in the 52nd National 

Mathematics Summer School in Melbourne.

The event took place from 11 to 18 January and involved lectures 

in the topics of Number Theory, Algorithms as well as tutorials 

and private study.

Emil said it was a wonderful experience to be with a group of 

people who all share a common interest in Mathematics.

“The teaching style was very unique in that rather than being 

taught how to solve specifi c problems relating to the topic, we 

were given a wide variety of very challenging problems relating 

to the lectures that we hadn’t been taught how to solve, and 

we were left to fi nd solutions ourselves,” Emil said.

“This put a strong emphasis on personal exploration, which is a 

very important part of learning mathematics.”

When asked what he loved most about Maths, Emil said it was 

the only subject free of all subjectivity.

“There are many reasons to love math, so to be honest, I can’t 

give a singular most important reason I love it.

“Statements in maths that are proven to be true, (or are given to 

be true in many problems) are irrefutable, and cannot be shown 

to be false. This means that any statement derived from these 

statements is also true. This is the fundamental principle of 

mathematical proof.

“I used to think of maths as a rigid set of procedures, and that 

one could fi nd the answers to problems by following these 

procedures. And that the way to get better at maths was to 

study these procedures. This is not the case. Maths is a truly 

dynamic method of reasoning that is built upon the principle of 

mathematical proof. I only started to get maths once I started to 

understand this.”

While at the Summer School, Emil asked his tutors how he 

could improve.

“They all stated that maths is a skill, and the primary way to get 

better at it is to practise, and do it. They also said to explore and 

to try new things in maths, and thus be prepared to fail, a lot, 

because that’s how one learns,” Emil said. 

Photos:

1. Year 5 students enjoying Suara Indonesian Dance during 2019

2. Emil Hasche of Year 12 was selected for a Mathematics Summer 
School in Melbourne

2.
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HEALTHY AND STRONG 
WITH PDHPE, ONLINE

PDHPE

The IGS PE Department’s transition to the Off-Campus Learning Program 

went from strength to strength.

In particular, their 1000 Point Challenge helped the whole 

School community stay healthy, active and engaged.

“We are very mindful that students’ home environments 

vary greatly at the moment regarding access to equipment 

and space,” Director of PDHPE, Sport and Outdoor Education 

Brian Downton said.

“By having a wide range of options and 

activities on the site, it is our hope that 

there is something for everyone. It has 

been incredibly successful in engaging 

students and they have particularly liked 

the ‘teacher challenges’.”

Primary Students participated in a four-week Dance Program, 

starring IGS dance guru Kate Barnes who developed a fi ve-

lesson program for each stage.

Following the cancellation of the usual Cross Country Carnival, 

IGS moved to a virtual carnival this year. 

It involved School Cross Country championships and overall 

distance championships. The latter involved a virtual run around 

Australia and was open to students, parents, staff and alumni. 

“We are hoping it is another way to engage the IGS community 

and keep them active,” Director of PDHPE, Sport and Outdoor 

Education Brian Downton said.

Year 7 completed an assessment task on “How can we stay 

socially connected during this time of ‘Social Isolation’?” 

Students were asked to respond to the question by writing 

a book or virtual book for younger students. Year 7 looks 

forward to reading these to Kindergarten and Year 1 students 

in the future.

IGS VIRTUAL CROSS COUNTRY 
CHALLENGE

“It has been absolutely fantastic to see the IGS community 

engage with the Virtual Cross Country to the extent they have,” 

said Director of PDHPE, Sport and Outdoor Education 

Brian Downton.

“After only a few days, large numbers of entries started 

rolling in from students, staff, parents and alumni, earning 

House Points.”

Cumulative totals reached many hundreds of kilometres.

“Year 11 and 12 students have really engaged 

in online lessons to ensure that their 

learning continues at the highest level,” 

Brian said.

IGS has also welcomed guest speakers into lessons including:

Aaron Sculli: NRL Performance Coach, Wests Tigers

Will Miller: professional Rugby player at the ACT Brumbies

Ben Whitaker: High Performance Manager at Rugby Australia.

A real hit for Year 12 was the involvement in the IGS Quarantine 

Games. This took place on the day the High School Athletics 

Carnival was due to occur.

“Instead, Year 12 PDHPE students worked through a range of 

physical challenges and fun activities in the hope of being 

crowned inaugural IGS Quarantine Games champion athlete.”

OBSTACLE COURSE THE ULTIMATE 
CHALLENGE

With the gradual return of more students to campus in Week 3 

of Term 2, fun sports activities for students in Years 4 and 6 

were introduced.

With the restrictions of COVID-19, the PDHPE Department 

planned and implemented a combination of a fi tness workout 

and a fundamental movement skills obstacle course while 

using no equipment.

Staff created a fun and exciting obstacle course on the 

IGS rooftop.

“The students remained active and moving for the whole lesson, 

completing all activities with a smile on their face,” PDHPE 

Teacher Lucy Haynes said.

1. 2.

HEALTHY AND STRONG 
WITH PDHPE, ONLINE

Photos:

1. Maya Isbister, Nadia Kljajic, Louisa Price, Matilda Randall, 
Ava Landon, Zahra Laurans-Wall, William Sartor and Remy Klug 
before the lockdown

2. A soccer skills workshop with students socially distancing
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4.

THE NEW CENTRE 
FOR THE DRAMATIC 
ARTS OPENS FOR 
SHOW BUSINESS

CAMPUS IMPROVEMENTS 

“We had loved our little blue space but what 

we have now is something which feels so 

much more professional and is really quite 

beautiful. It is a very exciting time for Drama 

at IGS!”

The improvements are part of a campus-wide program of 

space renewal detailed in the comprehensive 2016 IGS Master 

Plan. The construction of the Peave Garden, the Fitness 

Centre, the Design Centre, and the Global Learning Centre 

for the Teaching and Learning of Languages, a Wellbeing and 

Counselling Suite, the Imaginarium and the Literarium were 

completed in recent years.

The two-level Bibliothèque was completed in Term 2. The Early 

Learning Centre and school entry area are still to come.

The Year 6 Centre, the Early Learning Centre and the School 

entry project are still to come.

1.

THE NEW CENTRE 
FOR THE DRAMATIC 
ARTS OPENS FOR 
SHOW BUSINESS

Photos:

1. Year 12 Drama student Nancy Bertoli uses the new Centre for 
Dramatic Arts

2 and 3. Year 12 Drama students Nancy Bertoli and Zara Upfold

4. Fatimah Beydoun, Nicholas Tinney, Katya Slavin and 
Francis Burkhard of Year 9

Teaching and learning began in late May in the newly completed two-storey 

IGS Centre for the Dramatic Arts.

Students welcomed the new fl exible learning spaces, including 

the raked seating and stage.

“I am overwhelmed by how lovely our new Centre for Dramatic 

Arts feels,” said Director of Dramatic Arts Rita Morabito, who has 

been teaching Drama at IGS since the School opened in 1984.

“We fi nally have a real offi ce fi lled with sunshine and light.

“We have a dressing room and various collaboration spaces for 

our design and project students and a fabulous control room 

to operate lights and sound.

“The Year 12 Drama class was quite emotional 

and very excited to have christened the 

theatre by being the fi rst ones to perform in it.

2. 3.
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CELEBRATING 
THE CLASS OF 2019

CLASS OF 2019

CELEBRATING 
THE CLASS OF 2019

Nina Rewitzer achieved third in the State in German Extension and a Gold 

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. She gave this address at the Year 12 Farewell 

assembly in 2019.

It is hard to measure the impact of a particular place, culture or 

person in your life. It becomes increasingly harder when it has 

been a major part of your routine and way of life. 

For up to 15 years, we Year 12 students have 

been part of the IGS community. We have 

enjoyed it, benefi ted from it and developed 

within it. And now, we have become even 

more aware of this culture.

It is colourful and vibrant, like the costumes on ArtsFest and 

the food at International Day. The connections between year 

groups, houses and within tutor groups are special at this 

School. This culture is nurturing and the environment is one 

where we are encouraged to take risks and encouraged to 

voice our opinions. 

Walking down the corridors it is pretty easy to spot. It could be 

a Primary Schooler stopping to pick up your dropped pencil 

case when your hands are completely full and the stampede to 

the canteen is in full swing. You can spot it when IGS students 

help their friends, welcome a newcomer or contribute to the 

wider community. 

My fi rst day was in 2013 and after taking the quintessential 

purple wall photo at the gates, much to my utter 

embarrassment but my parents’ satisfaction, I walked into IGS. 

I have to admit that today, my 12 year old perspective on 

IGS is a little blurry, but I think my IGS welcome really displays 

what this culture stands for and how everyone is celebrated for 

their unique experiences and skills they bring to the School.

I was living in Germany for the year before coming to IGS.

I had lived in Sydney the 11 years before that but moved 

temporarily to learn German and see another school system. 

I vividly remember the Skype interview I had 

with the principal at the time. I really, really 

wanted to get in. I was captivated by what 

IGS stood for as my parents had my name 

down since I was in a pram. 

Wearing my cousin’s “I love Sydney” t-shirt, I spoke about how 

much I loved learning languages and the things I missed about 

home. I remember being very nervous about whether or not 

I would get in or even fi t in, but as soon as I arrived, those 

thoughts seemed silly and slipped away. 

The sheer amount of hellos and smiles packed into that day 

from my new year group really surprised me, and although it 

was anticlimactic they didn’t in fact need to teach me English 

I was welcomed onto a friendly classroom table in Year 6 Gold. 

I think it’s safe to say that for most of the year group, on our 

various fi rst days it was hard to realise the signifi cance of this 

chaotic, loud and colourful place. But now, on this momentous 

last day of our formal schooling, we can appreciate more fully 

what this community creates and the impact it has had on us. 

The Class of 2019 are the living embodiment of the benefi ts of 

this culture and community. And in saying that, I think it is also 

important to acknowledge that our IGS culture is no accident. 

For the last 35 years countless purposeful decisions have been 

made to create the foundations of this School. To think that it 

was a fi ght to keep IGS open seems unbelievable, especially 

looking at our fabulous Year 12s. We will never know the extent 

of the effort and love from founders, past and current teachers 

and principals to make IGS the way it is. But this culture is 

something we have continually benefi ted from so I would like 

to, on behalf of my cohort, thank all the people who make 

IGS the way it is. 

I would like to fi rst thank the juniors. For those of you in 

the younger years, you being here at IGS has impacted the 

experience of my cohort. As soon as we were given the study 

space, our stripy jerseys and the title of the “Year 12s” we were 

reminded how you look up to us, how you imitate us and how 

we are watched as role models in the School. While this might 

be true, I think we learn equally as much from you in your roles 

as you do from ours. You teach us how to worry less, how to 

not take ourselves so seriously and how a smile in a corridor 

can go a long way. My message to you is to not underestimate 

your role at IGS and within our community. 

DEAR THE LOVELY TEACHERS OF IGS,

As we have become less angsty and slightly more grown up 

over the last two years the difference between a teacher and 

friend, has become harder to discern. Because, like friends, you 

have supported us, believed in us when we hit various walls and 

obstacles along the way and reminded us of the perspective we 

sometimes very much needed. 

I know we have tested your patience but it has been more 

important than you realise to know you are invested in us 

far more deeply than your job description requires. You are 

incredibly committed and I admire the passion you bring to your 

role in the IGS community. 

On behalf of Year 12 thank you for everything you have done in 

and out of the classroom for our wellbeing and growth, because 

the IGS experience wouldn’t be the same without you. 

And lastly a few words from me to the varied and caring bunch 

of Year 12s I am lucky to be a part of. 

What a formative time we have spent together. 

As we sit in the departure lounge, the range of feelings one 

often feels at an airport confront us now. The nerves about 

whether everything will go to plan, the excitement about the 

journey and the promise of the destination are certainly things 

I am feeling leading up to saying goodbye and embarking on 

travels much wider and less familiar than the crowded stairwells 

and the strenuous trek to Level 4.

We will miss you and as our various fl ights depart out of the IGS 

gates, we will look out the small window at what was and smile, 

knowing we were apart of something wonderful.  

GOLDEN GIRL HEADS TO THE 
NATION’S CAPITAL

Gold Duke of Ed recipient and high-fl ying HSC 

achiever Nina Rewitzer (2019) started studying 

International Relations and Arts at ANU in 

February 2020.

Nina said she is glad she took the plunge with her degree, 

and credits her IGS Teacher and mentor Thom Marchbank 

for helping her take risks.

Nina said she is looking forward to exploring her degree in 

International Relations in association with real world issues 

this Semester.

As well as achieving third place in the State in German 

Extension Nina received 49 out of 50 in both Extension 

German and English Extension.

Nina attributes her success to multiple factors, including 

balancing her study with many extra curricular activities, the 

support IGS offered her in her choice of subjects, and the 

attitude IGS encouraged.

Nina remained in IGS Voices, Senior Vocal Ensemble, Girls’ 

Fitness and Cardio Fitness.

“I couldn’t have done it without the support 

of IGS. They encouraged me to do German 

Extension even though I was the only 

student in the class.

“IGS helped me have that well-rounded HSC.

“It didn’t happen by accident. The HSC is a really harsh 

system, but IGS tries its best to keep it human and that’s 

why I think we do so well at IGS.”
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IGS ALL-ROUNDERS SHARE TIPS AND THANKS

Hard work and having helpful teachers are among the tips shared by IGS high achievers.

IGS all-rounder Marcus Lautier credits “a lot of work” and “a 

lot of dedication” with his extraordinary results in Economics 

(94), English (95), Extension 1 Mathematics (94), Extension 2 

Mathematics (92) and Physics (93). Marcus, who accelerated  

in Italian Continuers in 2018, said he studied four to six hours  

a day, driven by his ambition to study combined Actuarial 

Studies and Advanced Mathematics at UNSW.

“I was very hungry for the goal,” Marcus said.

“You’ve got to be. Whenever I had a setback like a lower than 

expected mark, I’d look ahead towards the goal and pick  

myself up.

“You never have a perfect run.”

Fellow IGS all-rounder Siena Scott-Hickie said she’d found 

creating her original major work to be extremely challenging, 

particularly during the editing process.

“It took a lot of hard work and determination,” she said, adding 

that she ended up changing a lot of it just two weeks before 

the final deadline.

“It was a huge rush. I kept editing and 

changing it right up until it was due.”

“I would really like to thank all the teachers,” Siena said.  

“The support of your teachers makes a world of difference.”

IGS all-rounder Saskia Steetsel said that for her, doing well was 

about studying subjects she really enjoyed.

“There is no secret to doing well,” Saskia said. “You just have 

to study, do some past papers, write good notes, use that 

knowledge and maintain your rank internally.

“Enjoy your subjects. You know what has to be done. Do it.”

IGS GRADUATE 
BEAU DI ORAZIO 
(2019) REFLECTS 
ON HSC SUCCESS

Recent IGS Graduate 

Beau Di Orazio has 

been recognised on 

the Honour Roll of 

Distinguished Achievers 

by Course.

Beau studied English Advanced, Mathematics Standard, 

Economics, Legal Studies and Drama at IGS.

He said Mathematics was his favourite subject, where he 

received a mark of 91 in the HSC.

When asked what his secret to success was, Beau credits 

his own hard work but also the help of his teachers.

“It was a combination of good teachers 

and a good class environment,” Beau said.

Beau started at IGS in Preschool but left shortly after to 

spend 10 years in Singapore, before returning to IGS in  

Year 11.

“Walking back in on my first day, seeing all the faces and 

remembering the ones from Preschool has to be a highlight 

for me,” Beau said. “Coming back to IGS was a no brainer 

when I came back to Sydney.”

Beau is interested in studying for a Bachelor of Business 

degree at UTS and has received early entry into Macquarie 

University to study Commerce.

Meanwhile, IGS Class of 2019 graduate and HSC 

showcase Encore nominee Maxine Baker has been 

spending 2020 writing lots of music, working hard and 

saving for her next trip to Nashville.

“I was nominated for all my pieces which was very exciting!” said 

Maxine, an award-winning singer songwriter and entertainer.

“I feel really lucky,” said Maxine, who started 

at IGS in Preschool when she was three years 

old. “I didn’t expect it to happen and I feel 

very honoured.

“IGS has always been able to give me a platform to play my 

music in front of friends and family which was really fun!

“Highlights of IGS include being with my friends and moving 

through the years completing different milestones. It was really 

emotional to say goodbye to IGS after 15 years. 

“I’m still playing and writing songs, and I’m hopefully going to 

be playing some gigs in the new year at local bars and pubs 

around Sydney.”

Maxine won second place in a national songwriting 

competition when she was just 16, and secured a recording 

contract in Nashville, Tennessee.

Maxine hopes to head back to Nashville to play some gigs, write 

some songs and gain further exposure.

“After that I’ll be travelling with my friends around Europe, and 

I recently got accepted into the University of Sydney for their 

contemporary music practice course, so I’ll most likely continue 

to do that the year after.

“My main goal for 2020 is just to relax and have fun with my 

family and friends, make music and travel.”
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FROM THE 
ALUMNI OFFICE…

2020 has been a huge year for so many of us. At IGS, we hope you and 

your families are keeping safe and well at this time. 

I am excited to share with you that we have recently launched our new online community. We’d love for our alumni to log in and 

check it out. The website to visit is: https://community.igssyd.nsw.edu.au/

Via the website, you can join networking clubs such as:

• London

• New York

• Melbourne 

• Netball

• Volleyball

• Basketball 

• Soccer 

This will allow you to reach out to alumni in similar locations 

and with common interests. 

In other exciting news, I have now embarked upon my 

maternity leave. My husband Craig and I were delighted to 

welcome our little girl Millie on 1 June this year. You can see 

news of other arrivals on page 45.

Please continue to contact alumni@igssyd.nsw.edu.au with 

your news, where my colleague Laura will be happy to hear 

from you. Feel free to also let Laura know if you have any ideas 

for our community site or for future alumni events. 

I look forward to continuing to keep in touch with you all via 

Facebook, and returning to IGS in 2021.

Thank you for your support.

Best wishes!  

Julia Glass

Class of 2003 

1.

FROM THE 
ALUMNI OFFICE… 

COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT 
NEWS

Please join our new online community. You can do so by visiting: https://community.igssyd.nsw.edu.au/homepage

IGS ALUMNI TAKE THEIR TALENT 
TO THE WORLD

2018 Head Girl Mi-kaisha Masella performed at 

the American Australian Awards in January 2020 

in New York City for some of the biggest stars in 

Hollywood and in Music.  

She performed one of her original songs, Tell Me Why, 

accompanied by a number of other talented musicians 

including Kylie Minogue, Zendaya, Naomi Watts and 

Deborra-Lee Furness.

Mi-kaisha is home right now, after fi nishing her fi rst year at 

the Clive Davis Institute of Music at NYU with straight A’s in 

all subjects. Due to COVID, she’ll be studying a combination 

of New York online and NYU Sydney campus face to face 

courses until December, then plans to return to New York city 

in January.

KATINKA INSPIRES STUDENTS

World Wildlife Fund (WWF) “No plastic in nature” 

Policy Manager Katinka Day (2005) explained her 

role and shared her beliefs about the importance of 

promoting change for the better.

After leaving IGS, Katinka completed a Commerce degree and 

worked in marketing before turning to the Not For Profi t sector 

to enable improvements to animal welfare, the environment 

and human health.

“IGS enabled me to achieve in the areas that 

interested me,” Katinka said.

“Not being forced down a particular route was really benefi cial 

in becoming my own person.

“It was a really solid foundation.”

Katinka visited IGS fresh from the Prime Minister’s Plastics 

Summit in Canberra.

Katinka told students at an assembly “young people have a 

voice and they should exercise it.”

Her advice on enacting change?

“One, if you want an issue changed you have to see who has 

the power,” she said.

“Two, contact them, this might be as simple as a petition or 

writing to them on social.

“Three, power in numbers. Keep contacting them and 

encourage your friends and family to do the same.”

To wrap up her speech Katinka shared with our students a wise 

quote from Margaret Mead that keeps her inspired to continue 

her efforts when she’s feeling powerless:

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed 

citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s the only thing that 

ever has.”

Photos:

1. Mi-kaisha Masella   2. Dr Daniel Hirsch (2010) 

IGS ALUMNUS DR DANIEL HIRSCH

IGS Alumnus Dr Daniel Hirsch (2010) refl ects on his 

time at IGS, gives insight into his career and offers 

some advice to students wishing to pursue a career 

in medicine.

Daniel fi rst considered a career in medicine when he was in 

High School, and when he graduated from IGS he pursued 

a degree in medical research.

“I think my time at IGS gave me the 

confi dence and curiosity to make the 

most of opportunities. This has allowed 

me to travel and study in many places,” 

Daniel said.

While studying and working in medicine, Daniel spent time 

abroad in Pokhara, Nepal and Glasgow, Scotland.

This year, Daniel started a new role at The Prince of Wales 

Hospital as a Medical Registrar.

“My job normally involves a combination of ward rounds, 

clinics, procedures, being on call, learning and teaching. 

I am also responsible for the junior doctors on the team 

and communicating with the consultants,” he said.

His advice to students is to “always do what interests you 

and don’t rush,” he said.

“Specifi c to medicine, I would suggest keeping an open 

mindset and developing good study habits early.”

2.
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IGS COMMUNITY BIRTHS AND MARRIAGES

IGS Kindergarten Teacher Alex Davis 

and Nathan welcomed their baby boy 

Bobby James Turpin. A warm welcome.

BABY NEWS!

Luke Navaisha (2004) 

Congratulations to alumnus and former 

IGS teacher Luke Naivasha and his wife 

on the birth of little Orlando! Every 

good wish from our community to  

your family. 

Jannali Jones and Francis Kavanagh 

(2003) Congratulations to Jannali 

Jones and Francis Kavanagh, both Class 

of 2003, who had a little baby girl on  

2 March, Yenda Lise Kavanagh. 

 

Esin Saribatir (Class of 2003) and 

Rohan Vedran with baby Lara. 

Congratulations!

Julia Glass (2003) and Craig Shulman  

Congratulations to IGS alumna and 

Director of Advancement Julia Glass 

and her husband Craig on the birth 

of their baby girl Camille (Millie) Jane 

Shulman on June 1.

Karina Piper Kerrigan Rivadeneira 

(2006) and Corey 

A warm welcome to baby Toby. 

Kim Walker (2003) and Ben Storey  

Congratulations to Kim Walker ( 2003) 

who recently welcomed their baby girl 

Hazel Grace Storey. Hazel was born on 

29 April. 
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WEDDING NEWS!

Katinka Day (2005) and Marty Gray

Congratulations to Katinka and Marty 

who were married in December 2019.

IGS ALUMNUS DIVES TO SUCCESS

Congratulations to Naysan Baghai (2015) whose feature 

film Descent was selected for the Sydney Film Festival  

and went on to win the documentary prize, formally 

called the Documentary Australia Foundation Award for 

Best Australian Documentary.

“Thrilling, punishing, and beyond treacherous; freediving in 

freezing water is not for the faint of heart, but for Kiki Bosch, it 

was a lifesaver,” the trailer reads.

Descent is Naysan’s first feature film. It tells the fascinating 

story of ice freediver Kiki Bosch who dives into the world’s 

coldest waters on one breath, without a wetsuit. It is a triumph 

over extraordinary challenges to achieve mastery over mind 

and body in some of the most hauntingly beautiful dive sites on 

the planet.

Naysan is the director, producer, screenwriter, cinematographer 

and editor of the film.

He filmed for 40 days across four different countries, and the 

editing process took over 150 days.

It features stunning underwater footage shot by Australian 

underwater cinematographers Stefan Andrews, Spencer Frost 

and Peter Lightowler.  

Friend of Naysan and IGS Alumnus Kailesh Reitmans 

(2015) composed the beautiful soundtrack to the film. (see 

accompanying story).

“Winning the Documentary Australia Foundation Award for Best 

Australian Documentary is a massive honour I will forever be 

grateful for,” Naysan said. 

“Just being nominated was enough for me, and it was honestly a 

huge shock to have won; I had zero expectations! 

“I would like to thank all the other creative and technical 

collaborators who formed the Descent family - they deserve 

recognition for their talent and hard work.”

Naysan visited IGS in 2019, where he shared his passion for 

scuba diving with students at an assembly.

He said his passion for the ocean began at IGS when he was 

in Year 2 and again in Year 6 during the Independent Research 

Task (IRT) undertaken by all IGS Year 6 students.

“When I was at film school, I began training 

in the colder, rougher waters off the coast 

of Sydney and diving deeper and longer,” 

Naysan said.

“We were lucky to film in many amazing locations in England, 

Iceland, New Zealand and Australia. The area that enthralled 

me the most was Milford Sound, in the South Island of New 

Zealand. The last time I visited this area was in 2012, when I was 

part of an IGS Music Tour! It was fun to return there nearly a 

decade later, but this time, venture underwater.”

MUSIC MAKES WAVES

Kailesh, who has a Bachelor of Music majoring in 

music composition from the Australian Institute of 

Music, has been composing music for theatre and 

film, has lived in France and has a jazz ensemble.

“I love working with music,” he said. “It’s so creative and  

you can express yourself. It’s something you feel, not 

through words.”

Although his main instrument is piano, which he began 

learning at IGS in Year 8, “when you are writing music 

for film and theatre it’s mainly done on computer, with 

synthesizers, software, recording, processing and making 

unique sounds. There were aleatoric textures, sparse and 

different, and acoustic features, combined.”

Kailesh said he enjoyed creating the soundscape for 

Naysan’s film.

He and Naysan were in Preschool together at IGS. Kailesh 

said he was “speechless and very, very thankful” when the 

award was announced. “It was an honour and a career  

leap forward.”

NB: This film is suited for people aged 15+ and must not be exhibited to 

anyone under 15 years unless accompanied by an adult.
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STUDENTS PLAY 
THEIR PART TO HELP 
THE AUSTRALIAN 
RED CROSS

COMMUNITY

The IGS community rallied together to raise funds for the Australian 

Red Cross.

In an effort to assist those affected by the bushfi res, a number 

of Year 6 students gathered together outside the School gates 

to collect gold coin donations.

Lara Block of Year 6: “We all need to do our part to stop what’s 

happening, and this is just a way of helping.”

Romilly Gjessing of Year 6: “The fi res are very bad, quite a few 

people have died. Raising money will help relief. I just wish for 

everyone to donate as much as they can, even if it’s 50 cents 

to help.”

Alice Moss Ractliffe of Year 6: “I think it’s important to fundraise 

for the bushfi res because the more money you have the more 

bushfi res we’ll be able to put out, which means the fewer people 

being in despair and fewer homes being burnt down.”

Saskia McAlister-Baart of Year 6: “It’s out of control and it 

needs to stop.”

Frank Baldwin-Toby of Year 6: “I think it’s important, through 

this cause, because it has affected this amazing country and its 

bushland, a lot of it. Half of this country is already desert and if it 

burns all of that, we don’t want our country to be all desert,

do we?”

All gold coin donations went to the Red Cross who aim to use 

these funds to make a difference to on the ground services, 

immediate bushfi re support, and the three-year bushfi re 

recovery program.

1.

2.

STUDENTS PLAY 
THEIR PART TO HELP 
THE AUSTRALIAN 
RED CROSS

B KINDER DAY SHARES THE LOVE

IGS Kindergarten students were among many writing cards 

on B Kinder Day.

“We had cards for Jesus, Aboriginal people, friends 

who lost their dog, family members who lost a 

loved one, best friends, parents and more!” said 

Kindergarten Teacher Christie Osmond.

Students across all year groups had the opportunity to write a message 

of kindness to someone important to them, in tutor groups and Primary 

School classrooms.

B Kinder Day was inspired by Billie Kinder, a 12-year-old girl who was 

happy, cheerful, and kind, who tragically died in a horse-riding accident. 

Billie created the artwork for the cards.

Her mother, Danny Mayson-Kinder, decided that in honor of her 

daughter, she would create B Kinder Day to empower children to make 

a difference in the world.

IGS was one of the fi rst schools to celebrate B Kinder Day. Student 

Grace Truman of Year 11 is a proud ambassador for this worthy cause, 

and many students wore mufti on the day to help raise funds for 

the charity.
Photos:

1. Year 6 students contribute to bushfi re relief efforts

2 and 3. Recycled school backpacks, textbooks and PTF volunteers 
at a Rue Kelly secondhand sale before the lockdown. The next sale, in 
July, was handled online.

4. Kindergarten students writing cards on B Kinder Day

4.

3.
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3.

ZERO WASTE FOOD 
AND JAZZ VIBES 
FOR COMMUNITY 
CELEBRATION

COMMUNITY

With the City’s skyline as the 

perfect backdrop, IGS was pleased 

to welcome the IGS community to 

the School’s rooftop for the 2020 

Welcome Event for IGS parents 

and carers.

“It was wonderful to welcome parents, new and returning, to 

IGS for the 2020 academic year and to enjoy our spectacular 

rooftop as the venue for this start of the year celebration,” 

IGS Principal Shauna Colnan said.

IGS Parents, Teachers and Friends (PTF) President Andrea 

Belunek also welcomed staff, parents and caregivers, new 

and continuing.

Director of Advancement Julia Glass said the atmosphere was 

comparable to that of a New York rooftop, with sublime jazz 

tunes from musicians of the Sydney Jazz Collective.

IGS was pleased to collaborate with Dan the Man catering 

company for this event.

“They achieved B Corp certifi cation in November 2017 and set 

themselves the challenge of being Australia’s fi rst zero waste 

to landfi ll event caterer by 2018. This year they started offering 

waste audits and mentorship to help other businesses in the 

events industry get to zero,” Julia said.

PTF President Andrea Belunek said the Welcome Event is one 

of her favourite events of the year.

“It is a rare opportunity for parents and 

teachers from across the whole school to 

engage in a relaxed environment with the 

sole purpose of getting to know each other,” 

she said.

“The essence of the IGS Community is the willingness of parents, 

teachers and staff to come together to support our kids. That is 

the key purpose of the PTF. I would encourage every parent and 

caregiver at IGS to get involved. No matter how much or how 

little time you may have to contribute, it is always appreciated. 

Click on the links in IGS Notices for details about how you can 

volunteer at the School.

“Thank you to all the teachers and staff for attending the event 

after what is always a very busy start to the school year.”

Andrea also wished to thank the wonderful parent volunteers 

who make up the PTF Committee.

“They remind me that the greatest gift is to “give back” to 

your community.”

ZERO WASTE FOOD 
AND JAZZ VIBES 
FOR COMMUNITY 
CELEBRATION
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IGS ARTWORKS 
BENEFIT THE 
CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

COMMUNITY

IGS teacher Nancy Gagliano and her Year 2 Blue 2019 class raised $1,000 

for The Children’s Hospital at Westmead last year.

After visiting an unwell child, the IGS Year 2 teacher became 

determined to help in any way she could.

“One of my personal goals for 2019 was to 

raise money for The Children’s Hospital at 

Westmead,” Nancy said.

Nancy asked her students to create various artworks, which the 

students’ families then purchased.

“I explained to the children what we were going to do and had a 

discussion about it,” she said.

“They all thought it was a great idea because ‘not all children are 

as lucky as we are.’”

During the school holidays, Nancy was delighted to deliver the 

cheque to the hospital. IGS thanks all families involved.

1.

IGS ARTWORKS 
BENEFIT THE 
CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

2.

3.

4.

3.

Photos:

1. IGS teacher Nancy Gagliano visiting the Children’s Hospital at Westmead   2. Student artworks
3. Kristy Masella gifted IGS Teachers some biscuits from Dreamtime Tuka to mark Reconciliation Week
4. IGS parents Kristy Masella gifts IGS Teachers Dreamtime Tuka

Back cover. Romanie Goodwin and Alice Moss Ractliffe of Year 6

GRATEFUL TO OUR PARENTS

We would like to extend a very big thank you to IGS 

parent Kristy Masella who recently gifted staff at 

IGS some fabulous biscuits from Uncle Herb Smith, 

who owns the business Dreamtime Tuka, to mark 

Reconciliation Week.

“Uncle Herb is a Wiradjuri Elder and entrepreneur who has 

developed a range of products made from Indigenous 

Australian ingredients,” Kristy said.

IGS teachers and staff enjoyed Lemon Myrtle Shortbread and 

Roasted Wattleseed and Chocolate biscuits.

“Supporting Indigenous businesses is a 

great way everyone can contribute to 

Reconciliation and gain access to fantastic 

goods and services that celebrate 

Aboriginal culture.”

Thank you to the PTF for their generous gift of MooGoo 

moisturisers during COVID-19.

“On behalf of all the families at IGS, we 

appreciate and are very grateful for 

everything that you have done and are 

doing,” the PTF said.

“We hope that this will help you cope with the consequences of 

additional hand sanitising and washing.”

Thank you also to the many parents who sent our staff 

refreshments and gifts of appreciation during the pandemic.



4-8 Kelly Street, Ultimo 

NSW 2007, Australia

Locked Bag 1022 Broadway

p: +61 2 9219 6700
e:  contact@igssyd.nsw.edu.au
CRICOS Provider Code: 02281C


