
 

 
 
16 October 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents and Caregivers 
 

Welcome from the Head of Primary School 
 
Welcome to Term 4. There was almost a sense of euphoria at the end of last term from simply reaching 
the end of Term 3, and now we have returned to School we hope to reach that same feeling by the end 
of Term 4. We are preparing a term full of small and large celebrations to keep spirits high. 
 
We of course think of this year as the year of Covid but it is easy to overlook the fact that 12 months ago 
things were difficult in a disrupted in another way. Sydney was blanketed in bushfire smoke for most of 
Term 4 in 2019. Children often could not get out of their classrooms during the school day, do sport, go 
the park and more. It was a challenging time right up until the end of the year. It was touch and go if 
picnic day would go ahead right up until the last minute. 
 
Celebrations 
Celebrations started this Friday in Stage 3 with Body Awareness Week culminating in Dress to Express 
Friday. Year 5 are looking ahead to leadership opportunities later in the term and the Farewell to Year 6 
Assembly at the end of the year along with the Year 6 Language Immersion Day on Friday 27 
November. Kindergarten had great fun in with drama toolbox this week in the Under the Sea Incursion. 
 
Next week marks Book Week with this year’s theme being ‘Curious Creatures, Wild Minds’. On Friday 23 
October, children may come to School dressed based on the theme or as a favourite book character if 
they prefer. During the day, children will have extended reading for its simple pleasure time in home 
class with the opportunity of listening to a range of author’s reading books online. Language teachers will 
also provide the opportunity for children to read and browse a variety of readers in language classes. 
The teachers will also read a favourite story in the relevant language on the same day. We will repeat 
this opportunity throughout the term, for the enjoyment that the simple pleasure of reading brings. 
 
Annually, we focus on supporting the RSPCA by coming to school as a favourite animal and this will 
occur on Friday 30 October. 
 
Heads of Stage will keep you updated on other ‘Festival of Fridays’ were are holding throughout the 
term. 
 
We are currently also focusing on ways that we can build on the sports offerings across the primary 
school as well. 
 
Kindness to Self, Kindness to Others 
In visiting each of the classes this week I spoke about the importance of kindness throughout the term. 
Families may like to consider supporting, ‘Walking for a Kinder World’ over the weekend of 14 to 15 
November which aims to promote connecting kindness to others and empathy and compassion in 
children. Families that want to support the fundraising aspect behind this can find details at 
https://fundraise.flyhighbillie.org/event/walkforkindness/home  
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Reports and 2021 Class Allocations 
Semester 2 Reports will be made available at the end of the school year. Teachers will contact parents 
and carers during the term if there are aspects of a child’s academic progress that requires discussion. 
 
I will write to all parents next week to explain the process for 2021 class allocations. 
 
Please contact me at colinb@igssyd.nsw.edu.au if you have any questions about the term ahead. I wish 
you all well. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Colin Bird 
Head of Junior School 
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