
A PRIZE TO BE AWARDED AT SPEECH NIGHT

• Seeking an outstanding essay that addresses  
issues of global complexity and significance

• Open to all students in High School 

SOME USEFUL SOURCES  
OF INFORMATION:

https://www.who.int/ 

https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/ 

https://www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts/
novelcoronavirus-2019-ncov-health-alert/coronavirus-
covid19-current-situation-and-case-numbers 

https://coronavirus.jhu.edu

https://www.health.harvard.edu/blog/
becareful-where-you-get-your-news-
aboutcoronavirus-2020020118801 

https://www.nytimes.com/news-event/coronavirus 

https://lens.monash.edu/@coronavirus-articles

https://www.newyorker.com/tag/coronavirus

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uPYx12xJFUQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xwZmMw-jTJ4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3J7dlRE2jxA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zy81xq4BPUM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ObSa51leuwo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YVGi57fNPCc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EBByYjjvNzs

Equipping our students  
to be world ready

 

TOPIC 2021

COVID
-19



ABOUT THE ESSAY
• Word limit 1000 words  

(+/- 10%)
• Acknowledge your use of sources 

with in-text referencing or 
footnoting and a reference list 
(see your student diary)

• Submit two hard copies of your 
essay to Ms Colnan

• Applications close Monday Week 
4, Term 4, 2021  
(25 October 2021) 

• Useful sources of  
information over the page!

THE TASK 
Explore the global ramifications  
of COVID 19 in 2021 

YOU WILL BE ASSESSED  
ON HOW WELL YOU:
• Demonstrate the capacity to 

understand issues of global 
significance

• Present a clear, accurate, logical, 
cohesive and well-structured 
response that makes well informed 
judgements

• Communicate and support your 
ideas with a breadth of research 
and appropriate referencing

ABOUT THE PRIZE 

The IGS Global Scholar’s Prize is awarded 
at Speech Night. The prize rewards an 
outstanding essay that addresses issues of 
global complexity and significance. 

The competition for the prize began in 
2014 and this year is open to all students 
in the High School. The topic for the essay 
is set by the Principal and students can 
seek individual academic mentoring from 
her over the writing period. 

The award of the prize is made annually 
and each year the topic asks students to 
interrogate contentious global issues that 
have emerged during the year. The best 
essay will be published on the School’s 
website and in the Speech Night program. 

CONTEXT

2020 was marked by a pandemic 
known as the coronavirus or COVID-19 
pandemic. The outbreak was first 
identified in Wuhan China in December 
2019. The World Health Organization 
declared the outbreak a pandemic on 11 
March 2020. At the time of writing, more 
than 180 million cases of COVID-19 have 
been reported across the world, resulting 
in more than 4 million deaths. 

We’re now more than a year into 
the pandemic and within record-
breaking time, vaccines have been 
developed by scientists who have 
worked against the clock to saves lives. 
Authorities worldwide have responded 
by implementing travel restrictions, 

lockdowns, workplace hazard controls 
and facility closures. 

The pandemic has caused global 
disruption and economic recession. It has 
led to the postponement or cancellation 
of events, widespread supply shortages 
exacerbated by panic buying and 
decreased emissions of pollutants and 
greenhouse gases. Schools, universities 
and colleges have been closed either 
on a nationwide or local basis, affecting 
approximately 98.5 percent of the world’s 
student population. The research tells us 
that a global catastrophe in education 
marked by profound loss is underway. 

Vaccine shortages especially in developing 
nations represent a crisis for the world 
and Australia is in the grip of a troubling 
vaccine rollout. On a human level, we have 
seen great compassion, solidarity and 
resilience as well as initiatives in kindness 
at a local and global level. 

These are some of the research threads 
you could follow:
• What is vaccine equity and how can it 

be achieved? 

• Explore a ground breaking moment 
in the last twelve months that you 
consider defined the complexities of 
this pandemic. 

• What have you learned about the 
human condition over the last 14 
months that you didn’t know before 
the pandemic? Note: If you would like to discuss the topic further,  

please contact Ms Colnan at principal@igssyd.nsw.edu.au
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• Examine one of the global impacts 
of COVID-19. For example, what 
has happened to schools, to the 
global economy, to people’s lives, to 
democracy, to the environment? 

• Conduct a case study of a country, 
region or city that has been affected 
by the pandemic such as Italy, The UK, 
India, the US, Brazil, Nepal, Wuhan, 
Australia, Sweden. 

• Conduct a case study about the 
Melbourne lockdown, the Northern 
Beaches lockdown or the current 
Sydney lockdown. 
 

• Evaluate how one of the following 
leaders has led their nation through 
the pandemic: Donald Trump,  
Joe Biden, Xi Jinping, Boris Johnson, 
Scott Morrison, Jacinda Ardern 

• Compare and contrast the COVID-19 
pandemic with the 1918 Spanish 
influenza pandemic 

• What have been the advantages  
and disadvantages of lock down? 

• Speculate upon what might happen 
over the next twelve months

• How will the world move forward  
and out of the pandemic?  

COVID-
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