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Prodigious Shore Plover.

Beginning the season with
just 2 established breeding
pairs, hopes weren’t high for
a productive breeding season
for this critically endangered
shorebird here at the ICWT.
Traditionally after flock-
mating and forming new
pairs, Shore Plover can take
some time to get into the
swing of things and will quite
often only produce 1 or 2
clutches in their first season
together.

However, after quickly
establishing 2 new pairs in
the spring, staff were
pleasantly surprised that both
new pairs, named Jamie and
Jacky and Malcolm and Sally,
began nesting earlier than
expected. Both pairs went on
to produce 3 clutches of eggs

Juvenile NZ Shore Plover

over the course of the
season. These clutches
combined with those
produced by our 2 proven
and reliable pairs, led to a
record number of chicks
hatched over a season here at
our facility.

As a bonus, 2 ‘leftover’ birds
from flock mating were force
paired together and late in
the season have hatched a
single chick that they are
currently raising.

As an extra bonus, our most
reliable pair Henry and Emie,
have laid a very late 4™ clutch
of eggs which have just
hatched recently. This is quite
unusual as Shore Plover
typically begin their post-
breeding moult after

producing a 3" clutch in
captivity.

From 41 eggs produced this
season, 37 chicks successfully
hatched which is a great
outcome for everyone
involved. The first cohort of
18 birds was recently
released onto Mana Island off
the Kapiti Coast with a second
release to follow in late
March. This is the first year of
releasing onto Mana Island
since 2013, with the aim to
establish a self-sustaining
‘insurance’ population to help
secure the future of this
species, alongside the
previous release site on
Waikawa Island together with
the remaining wild

population located on the
Chatham Islands.
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Black Stilt—RKaki

Our 2 pairs of Black Stilt did extremely
well this season producing 4 clutches of
eggs each. 1 of the pairs, Tekapo and
Tasman, re-laid their clutches in a record
of 6-7 days (usually 9-10 at best!)
between each clutch. This pair laid
nothing last year, so they are now
redeeming themselves, although their
choice of nest location for their first
clutch was a bit dodgy, right behind the
aviary door!

Generally though, it was a pretty slow
start to the breeding season and the wild
eggs collected were down in numbers
compared to last season. Twizel are still
hoping to raise 120 to 130 chicks and
although survival rate is not great,
releasing this many birds is still
significantly increasing the wild
population.

We have received 30 juveniles from

Twizel that we will hold over the winter.

Wildlife News

Orange Fronted
Parakeet—Hha kGriki

We have had an unusual and distressing
season with the Orange Fronted
Parakeets this year. The season started
very late plus a number of pairs
inexplicably abandoned their nests part
way through incubation which has not
happened before, at a loss of 4 nests.

Although we had wild birds available for
pairing this season, only 1 of the 3 new
pairs, Pollen and Blossom, produced
chicks and they are currently laying their
2nd clutch now.

We do have 15 juveniles ready for
release later in March and more chicks
on the way in 2nd clutches now.

Tom & Minnie, who have not
bred since 2018, were
swapped with a barren pair
at Orana Wildlife Park and
yes, both pairs have now
bred in their respective new

homes and now have chicks.

s Amazing what a little bit of manipulation

can do for some birds!

Brown Teal—Pateke

Once again, our Brown Teal have had a
very productive breeding season.

Last December, 50 birds were released
into Abel Tasman National Park, and in
early February 47 birds were released
into the Arthur Valley in Fiordland.
Unfortunately, due to excessive flooding
at the time, the release was delayed for
a week until water levels had dropped
back to acceptable levels for the
helicopter to land at the release site. We
have a number of juvenile birds that will
be released in May.

Our pairs are currently going through
their end of season moult with a well
earned break before the next season
starts which is usually June or July. This is
much earlier than most other species.

During this period, all breeding pairs will
be given a health check up to ensure
they are fit and well heading into the

new season.
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Heritage News

“To fulfil the legacy of Sir Neil and Diana, Lady Isaac
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Isaac Walkways

ICWT hosted the members of the Styx Mill Men’s Breakfast Club, who certainly enjoyed walking off their hearty breakfast on
the Isaac Loop Track, along the banks of the Otukaikino Waterway, accessed from Clearwater Resort.

Some shoring up of the ramp up to the bridge providing access to the Isaac Loop Track was made recently, plus this bridge has
just been re-stained, so do enjoy a stroll in the natural environment. Parking can be located within the gravel carpark at

Clearwater Resort, then follow the adjacent waterway westwards upstream.
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News in brief

A'I' I VE BY D , ,7 ‘ A copy of the book Native by Design
, 1 =l " was presented to HRH Prince Charles
R 1 New Zeala% as a parting gift after his visit to

- Edited by lan Spellerberg and Michele Frey | Photography by
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- _ = Lincoln University.
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The acting Vice Chancellor signed the book and
included a brief message regarding the late Diana,
Lady Isaac.

A reprint of this popular book has since been
sponsored by the Isaac Conservation and Wildlife
Trust.

Who’s who?

ICWT Administration Wildlife Division
Rob Clarke—Executive Trustee Anne Richardson—Wildlife Manager
Bill Luff—Trustee Leigh Percasky—Assistant Wildlife Manager
Alister McDonald—Trustee Olly Gooday—Wildlife Keeper
Bruce Rule—Operations Manager Emma Cournane—Wildlife Keeper
Catherine Ott—Administration Manager Fran Johnson—Wildlife Keeper
Katie Loyd—Wildlife Keeper
Chloe Jackson—Wildlife Keeper
Building/Maintenance Division Landscape Division
Hamish Milne—Builder Lee Cheneler—Landscape Gardener
Bill Waterman—Apprentice Builder lan Gebbie—Landscape Gardener
Peter Jones—Painter/Handyman Rob Smit—Landscape Gardener
Pryderi Hughes—Landscape Gardener
Po Box 20 440, Bishopdale Christchurch 8543 ph 03 359 8962 Email; enquiries@isaacconservation.org.nz




