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Wild Black Stilt/Kaki boosted by over 100 birds

This winter the Department of
Conservation (DOC) released
104 juvenile kaki/black stilts -
the world’s rarest wading bird -
into the natural environment

& within the Mackenzie Basin. Of
- these birds 24 were raised here
¥ at our facilities.

In 2020 the adult kaki population increased by 30% from 2019, to a total of 169 adults. This
was the population’s most significant increase since the recovery programme began over 40
years ago. “It’s certainly a collective effort with the population increase the result of both an
intensive captive breeding programme and an increase in predator control throughout the
Mackenzie Basin where they live in the wild.” says DOC Senior Biodiversity Ranger, Dean
Nelson.

Kaki, breed in braided riverbeds leaving them and their eggs exposed to severe weather
events and introduced mammalian predators - predominantly feral cats, stoats, weasels,
ferrets and hedgehogs. “Kaki are tough birds who live in extreme environments but they
need a helping hand. Te Manahuna Aoraki has increased trapping networks to now protect
80% of the kaki range, we have high hopes kaki numbers will continue to increase with more
and more predators being taken out of the landscape.” says Fiona McNab, Te Manahuna
Aoraki project director. Photos Dean Nelson
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Winter provides an excellent time to focus on the wildlife
division while there are far fewer young being cared for.
Seismic strengthening combined with a pergola over the
incubator room provides multiple benefits.

In one of our wetland aviaries, the soft interior netting has
shown signs of wear in the wind. This soft netting is very
important to prevent the kaki/black stilts from injury. We have
re-stitched the soft netting back together as part of the repair
which was a challenging job due to the height of the aviaries.

In addition, we have completed the conversion of the skinkery
to now hold orange fronted kakariki. The skinkery has been
modified to create 2 enclosures that will hold 1 pair each for
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Katie Thompson, our Sir Neil Isaac Scholar at Canterbury

University is studying a Masters of Urban resilience. Katie's
research topic is the introduction of green infrastructure to
Christchurch's three coastal environments, to help land water
interfaces adapt to climate change

Katie reports that “Along with other assignments, | have just
completed a presentation on how the coastal protection
method of mangroves is impacting the wellbeing of coastal
communities vulnerable to climate change in the Pacific.”

When not studying, Katie
E volunteers to keep our

" beaches clean,
demonstrating both
community spirit plus a
practical application to her
theory and study.
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Maintenance News

breeding, but with the flexibility to remove two internal wall
panels, creating one large area suitable for flock mating. Once
the birds have paired off, the internal panels are re-instated,
allowing the birds to focus on nest building and rearing young.

This winter one focus has been on roofing with improvements
made to increase ventilation and reduce condensation within
the quarry office and salmon factory. A warm dry environment
helps productivity!

Scholarship News

Jodanne our Lady Isaac Scholar at Lincoln University writes
“My recent move up to Nelson has provided an excellent
opportunity for me to be both closer to my proposed
fieldwork sites, but also explore the backcountry in an area of
the country | haven’t spent much time in yet. My thesis is
titled Kea habitat use and feeding preferences in exotic
plantation forestry block in Nelson, New Zealand.”

A day hike | did up to Red Hills Hut. The Nelson Mineral Belt
runs through here and it has the most beautiful red rocks.

“The sustainable conservation of our environment for perpetuity .”



Wildlife News @

NZ Shore Plover / Tituruatu. Orange Fronted Parakeet - kakariki karaka

Blue Duck / Whio

“To fulfil the legacy of Sir Neil and Diana, Lady Isaac.”
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Brown Teal / Pateke

In June 2020 the British Allied Forces
acknowledged the 75th anniversary of
the Normandy landing. Another WW2
amphibious landing in Greece, was
recalled by Pat Clark-Hall the Lieutenant
of the Torpedo Boat MTB651.

This Torpedo Boat was tasked with
landing a platoon of British sappers
(engineers) one of which was Sir Neil
Isaac. The following excerpt is from a

letter written by Lieutenant Pat Clark-
Hall on 20 October 1944 from the Greek

Sir Neil’s Dress Army
Uniform that would be
worn for special occa-
sions and parades.

Wildlife Cont.

Heritage News

Port of Piraeus.

“They had to be transported from the
cruiser HMS Black Prince out in the bay.
We pulled up alongside in the darkness.
The cruisers side seem to go up and
down in the dark sky above us. The
sappers, with all their gear and weapons,
climbing down a scrambling net which is
foot square mesh like a mini rope
ladders joined together.

Once underway, we left their gear on
deck and took them below for ships

Rising to the rank of Major Neil Isaac
within the New Zealand and British
Army from 1941—1947, Major Neil
Isaac (later Sir Neil Isaac) was
commissioned into the Royal
Engineers from the NZ forces during
WW2.

cocoa and a snooze. We invited their
Officer onto the Bridge and he turned
out to be “Torchy” Isaacs (Sir Neil Isaac)
whom | had once met at a party in
Timaru. He, a sophisticated 21-year-old,
had pinched my girl off me (a shy 18-year
-old). | reminded him of this and we
yarned away for the rest of the night on
the bridge.”

Thank you to the Clark-Hall family for
permission to reproduce this excerpt
from the book “Fire Sugar, Fire Pudding”.

“A Study In Conservation”



Landscaping News

Aspiration, Realisation, Conservation.
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News In Brief

¢ The Otiikaikino walkway is back open
following temporary closure over the
lambing period. Stretch your legs
and enjoy the natural habitat now
that spring has arrived. You can park
at the Groynes and walk upstream via
Clearwater Golf Resort to reach the
pedestrian bridge to convey you to
the Isaac Walkways.
Due to Covid 19 lockdown
restrictions the Take a Kid Fishing
event normally held each spring at

the Groynes has been postponed for
12 months.

The Christchurch City Council annual
walking festival has been also
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postponed for 2020 and is now
rescheduled for April 2021.

Peter our painter has also turned his
hand to assisting with the small flock
of sheep that are maintained for
grass control. He has even assisted
ewes birthing at lambing time!
Variety in the job-place is certainly
provided when working for the Trust!

Mt Cook Alpine Salmon and The Isaac
Conservation and Wildlife Trust
donated catch-able sized salmon to
North Canterbury Fish and Game, for
release into The Groynes children’s
fishing lakes in Christchurch, in time
for the winter school holidays.
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