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      CONSERVATION    NEWS 

Issue # 28    Winter 2021 

In August, a convoy of young black stilt / kakī departed The 
Isaac Conservation & Wildlife Trust for release into the wild. 

This trip signified the end of a successful breeding season for The Isaac Conservation 
and Wildlife (ICWT) and the Department of Conservation (DOC), as 49 black stilt / 
kakī from ICWT were released in the Tekapo area, adjacent to Mt Gerald. Additional 
releases at Mt Gerald and in the Tasman Valley are scheduled for September 2021.  

One of the ICWT wildlife keepers, Olly Gooday, was asked to aid with the transport 
and site release of the black stilt / kakī and Olly responded; “These releases tend to 
be quite anticlimactic for staff back here at ICWT, as a bird release for us typically 
involves putting them in a car or plane and bidding farewell to the juveniles we have 
raised.  So to witness these birds being released into the natural environment, 
chirping with excitement and flying without limitations was absolutely breath taking.    

These releases are the culmination of so much hard work, to 
actually witness the fruits of our labour as a wildlife keeper, 
fills me with so much pride and hope for the future”.  
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2    A study in conservation 

“The sustainable conservation of our environment for perpetuity .” 

       Landscaping News 

Each autumn we plant the eco-sourced natives specifically grown for our 

planting programme, here on the Isaac site.  However, due to summer drought  

combined with a dry autumn, we had to postpone the planting until winter. It’s 

tough going planting mid winter, however the natives were not adversely 

affected and we look forward to seeing them flourish in the coming seasons. 

Eco-restoration of the Isaac Carr continues for this site of ecological 

significance with the eradication of plant pest species, for the protection and 

enhancement of the existing environmental values.  

The Isaac Carr is adjacent to the Isaac Farm Walk and over time, walkers will 

see improvement to this area. To date, one third of the woody section has 

been targeted for honeysuckle, old man’s beard and sycamore. In the voids left 

behind, we will shortly plant natives to replace these invasive exotic species.  

We congratulate Kathryn Bugler, the previous Lady Isaac scholar in Nature 

Conservation at Lincoln University, for being awarded her Master of Science in 

Biological Sciences with first class honours.  

Kathryn worked on a kea research project in the Franz Josef investigating bait 

aversion techniques. Kathryn is pictured with a female kea called “Pumpkin”. 

Our two existing Isaac Scholars from both Canterbury and Lincoln University 

keep in touch and are progressing very satisfactorily with their Masters studies. 

           Scholarship News 

 

 

  Maintenance News 

Our Maintenance Dept firmly have their eyes fixed on an exciting big project 

ahead that incorporates some older storage sheds (with reduced seismic 

strength) being demolished to make way for an additional office building. 

Over winter, our builder Hamish spent much time on the sheep farm utilizing 

his carpentry skills to improve the sheep and cattle yards. 

During the depth of winter painting is generally unproductive, however Peter 

our painter has become particularly adept at installing water meters to comply 

with new Ecan regulations and consent conditions! 
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3    A study in conservation 

“To fulfil the legacy of Sir Neil and Diana, Lady Isaac.” 

Black Stilt/Kakī 

The Trust was fortunate to transport all 49 black stilt/ 

kakī juveniles out to the Godley and Tasman riverbeds 

for release in August before the lockdown. 

In total, 163 young kakī have been released this year into 

Te Manahuna/Mackenzie Basin – a significant boost to 

the population of this critically endangered wading bird. 

The juveniles that had issues with bumble foot were 

successfully treated at Dunedin Wildlife Hospital and 

were able to be released. 

This is the second-best year on record for 

breeding black stilt the wild, with 175 eggs 

collected this season, while another 66 were 

left to hatch in their nests.  

The black stilt  eggs retrieved from the wild were 

collectively  reared in captivity by the Department of 

Conservation’s (DOC) Twizel facility and here at The Isaac 

Conservation and Wildlife Trust.  

Blue Duck/ Whio 

After the success of previous releases in the Wangapeka/

Fyfe River regions, the recovery group for blue duck got 

together to look over new available sites that have 

current predator control. The areas are Kahurangi 

National Park and Arthurs Pass, where they can merge in 

with the existing Orange Fronted Parakeet predator 

control. 

Our 2 breeding pairs, bored with winter, got things 

moving in early August and have both laid their first 

clutches. River and Meadow have already had their 

clutch of 6 fertile eggs removed for hand rearing. The 

eggs will be due to hatch after 36 incubation period. 

Ray and Kara are about a week behind with their laying. 

Their eggs were placed in the incubator in mid 

September and will hatch in early October. 

Pictured is one of our beautiful whio standing on a rock 

within a specially built aviary! 

Brown Teal/Pāteke 

After their cool down period over May and June, our first 

pair Shaquille O’Teal and Shaunie O’Teal, already have 5 

ducklings that are 5 weeks old. The other 6 pairs are at 

different stages of incubation. 

Unfortunately, due to lock down, our planned release to 

the Abel Tasman National Park for the final 19 teal from 

last season could not go ahead. We are now finding that 

the flocks waiting to go, have started to pair up in the 

holding aviaries, causing aggression between the males. 

To date, we have needed to separate 2 pairs into other 

spaces however, the remaining males are still causing 

problems. We are currently looking into releasing under 

welfare issues so we can fly the birds out, but they may 

have to go to the North Island instead of The Abel 

Tasman National Park as originally planned.  

Wildlife News 
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“A Study In Conservation” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NZ Shore Plover/Tūturuatu 

Our wild Chatham Island Shore Plover/ tūturuatu are 

now in their respective flocks according to their kinship. 

We are pairing wild with wild birds to form breeding 

pairs but also wild birds with captive birds, to keep the 

gene pool as diverse as possible. 

Some of our previous captive pairs have been split up to 

re-pair with the Chatham wild birds but 2 long term 

pairs, Henry and Emie plus Malcom and Sally, are still 

being held together to continue their breeding.  

Nothing is happening in the flocks currently, but this is 

not too unusual and we are expecting more action 

around October. ICWT’s 8  shore plover enclosures are 

now all full with pairs. It promises to be a busy season 

with some clutches hand reared and others left with 

their parents! 

Orange-Fronted Parakeet/Kākāriki Karaka  

Our Orange Fronted Parakeet/ kākāriki karaka pair 

Beech and Tabby have successfully fledged their 2nd 

clutch of 5 chicks, demonstrating they have now 

improved their (previously poor) parenting skills. They 

have even started on their 3rd clutch. We have another 2 

pairs of kākāriki karaka laying as well. 

We are flock mating again this season with last year’s 

juveniles, starting off by having the males separated 

from the females next door.  

After opening up the dividers, 1 pair was formed in 36 

hours and territorially chased off the other birds from 

their side, therefore the dividers were placed back up 

again. This was the quickest pair formation we have ever 

observed, they had obviously whispered to each other 

through the wall!  

Another pair has also formed together in the 2nd flock. 

We have 10 pairs going into this season and are hoping 

for a bumper crop of healthy juveniles for release! 
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5    A study in conservation 

Aspiration,   Realisation,   Conservation. 

John Jones of Otago        
1809-1869                

Great Grandfather of 

Sir Neil Isaac 

Sir Neil Isaac much admired his great 
grandfather and indeed there were 
many similarities in their appearance, 
business acumen, temerity and 
outlook. 

Johnny Jones was born in Sydney, 
Australia and worked on ships as a 
youth, soon owning his own skiff as a 
teenager operating in the Sydney 
Harbour. Hardworking and economic, 
by the age of 21 Jones had acquired a 
financial interest in 3 whaling vessels, 
before establishing whaling stations 
in the southern region of New 
Zealand. Jones was more than a 
pioneer, he was also the first 
European colonizer in the south of 
New Zealand, by establishing a 

farming settlement at Waikouaiti, 
near Dunedin. During the 1830’s his 
vessels were utilized to bring farming 
livestock, plus grain and seed for the 
local population. Sheep, cattle and 
horses provided welcome wool, 
meat, milk and transport.  

Jones brought immigrants free 
passage to Waikouaiti via his boats, 
provided housing, work and wages 
for a fresh beginning in a new 
country.  

Shortly thereafter Jones also 
provided free passage to 
missionaries (of varying 
denominations) to provide moral 
guidance and basic education to both 
the whalers and farmers alike. Jones 
built the churches and schools at his 
own cost, providing foodstuffs too 
when supplies were low.  

Enterprising and with a strong will, 

Jones then set himself up as a 
merchant in Dunedin. The rough 
simple code existing in that period 
saw Jones establish himself through 
force of character, a strong arm and 
gritty determination. This was 
tempered by his generous and 
philanthropic acts towards others.  

Jones’s wife Sarah was an important 
part of his success and the devoted 
couple raised 11 children, 9 of whom 
survived into adulthood. 

A portrait commissioned by Sir Neil 
in 1970 hangs in the dining room of 
the Clifton Homestead, as a tribute 
to Sir Neil’s ancestor to whom he felt 
a strong connection.  

A plaque acknowledging John Jones 
was positioned beside St Ita’s church 
in the Heritage Village, recognizing 
his ecclesiastical contributions in 
Otago during the mid 1800’s. 

SIR NEIL ISAAC  Q.S.O.  J.P. 
MAJOR, ROYAL ENGINEERS 

29th December 1915—8th May 1987 

Great grandson of 

JOHNNY JONES OF OTAGO 
1809—16TH March 1869 

Honoured Citizens, large hearted Men,                   

with the simple instincts of children,                       

who fought with adversity                                         

and were improved by prosperity                               

as few others of their kind before them. 

Heritage News 



          Who’s who? 

 ICWT Administration      Wildlife Division 

 Rob Clarke—Executive Trustee     Anne Richardson ONZM—Wildlife Manager 

 Bill Luff—Trustee       Leigh Percasky—Assistant Wildlife Manager 

 Alister McDonald—Trustee     Olly Gooday—Wildlife Keeper 

 Bruce Rule—Operations Manager    Chloe Jackson—Wildlife Keeper 

 Catherine Ott—Administration Manager   Kate Barclay—Wildlife Keeper 

          Emma Cournane—Wildlife Keeper    

          Fran Johnson—Wildlife Keeper 

 Building/Maintenance Division    Landscape Division     

 Hamish Milne—Builder      Lee Cheneler—Landscape Gardener 

 Bill Waterman—Apprentice Builder    Ian Gebbie—Landscape Gardener 

 Peter Jones—Painter/Handyman    Rob Smit—Landscape Gardener 

          Pryderi Hughes—Landscape Gardener 

 Po Box 20 440, Bishopdale Christchurch 8543 ph 03 359 8962 Email; enquiries@isaacconservation.org.nz 

    www.isaacconservation.org.nz and follow us on facebook.     

       News in brief 
• Thank you to all the essential workers who 

soldiered through  the various lock down stages to 

keep us safe and fed. The birds too here on site 

appreciated their regular meals and maintenance 

checks as our Wildlife Division continued with 

their work 7 days a week as normal, ably 

supported by the Landscaping and Maintenance 

teams when required. 

• All staff are eligible for the Covid 19 vaccine and 

will be paid one hour to attend their vaccination 

appointment to stimulate the body’s immune 

system to produce antibodies to fight the virus. 

This reduces the risk of getting infected, it means 

you could have no symptoms or much fewer, 

milder symptoms, recover faster and be less likely 

to transmit the virus. Keep yourself, loved ones 

and workmates safe. Book your vaccination now. 

• The August Covid 19 outbreak in the North Island 

has resulted in the postponement of the following 

event; 

• The Te Ara Kākāriki team are looking forward to 

commencing their volunteer planting days, 

although later than originally scheduled, to 

provide green dot connections from the 

mountains to the sea.  

Please register using the following web page or for 

more details.     www.kakariki.org.nz 

 


