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Curriculum for music classrooms
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I acknowledge the 
Wurundjeri and 
Boonwurrung peoples of the 
Kulin Nation as the 
custodians of the land where 
I live. I pay my respects to 
their elders past and present 
and extend that respect to 
other Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people who 
are present today.

On Kulin land, Guiling or 
orchid season is just 
beginning and the wattles are 
bringing colour to the winter 
landscape.
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Session outline

What is a curriculum?

Using curriculum 

identifying priorities

planning

reflecting and adapting
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An invitation to contribute your ideas
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Is a curriculum [really] necessary?

Some preliminary questions:

- What is a curriculum?

- Is everyone on the same page about the definition of a 

‘curriculum’?
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•Add your ideas to the chat as we talk
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Australian Curriculum

Australian Curriculum F-10 describes

• what is to be taught and the quality of learning expected of young 

people as they progress through school

• what is to be taught and what students are expected to learn

• the learning expected of students at each year level or band of years.
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/structure/

https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/structure/
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Aims

The Australian Curriculum: The Arts – Music aims state that

music knowledge, understanding and skills ensure that, individually and collaboratively, 

students develop:

• the confidence to be creative, innovative, thoughtful, skilful and informed musicians

• skills to compose, perform, improvise, respond and listen with intent and purpose

• aesthetic knowledge and respect for music and music practices across 

global communities, cultures and musical traditions

• an understanding of music as an aural art form as they acquire skills to 

become independent music learners.
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•What are your aims as a music educator?
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Describing the context

who are the students?

why are they in the class?

what are they ready to learn?

how much time is available?

what resources are available?

what are the ‘expected’ outcomes?
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Years 5 and 6

The curriculum assumes that this won’t be students’ first experience of 

music learning … 

- 1% equates to approximately 10 hours per year 

- = about 220 hours of Arts education across F-4

Indicative times for writers:

https://docs.acara.edu.au/resources/07_04_Curriculum_Design_Paper_version_3_1_June_2012.pdf

(page 9)

https://docs.acara.edu.au/resources/07_04_Curriculum_Design_Paper_version_3_1_June_2012.pdf
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Curriculum components
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Content descriptions 

– what is to be learnt 

/ taught

Achievement 

standards – the 

learning expected of 

students
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What is to be taught?
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Years 5 and 6 Content descriptions

Explore dynamics and expression, using aural skills to 

identify and perform rhythm and pitch patterns

Develop technical and expressive skills in singing and 

playing instruments with understanding of rhythm, pitch 

and form in a range of pieces, including in music from the 

community

Rehearse and perform music including music they have 

composed by improvising, sourcing and arranging ideas 

and making decisions to engage an audience

Explain how the elements of music communicate meaning 

by comparing music from different social, cultural and 

historical contexts, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander music

• Available time  = 

X hours (0-100)

• School / teacher 

makes 
decisions about

• instruments

• technologies

• texts
• repertoire for 

listening or 

playing

• pedagogy

https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/the-arts/music/
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Content specifics
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https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/the-arts/music/

Teachers will teach and students will learn

• knowledge about dynamics and expression

• aural skills for identifying and performing rhythm and pitch patterns

• technical and expressive skills for singing and playing a range of 
pieces

• knowledge about how to rehearse and perform music they have 

composed

• improvisation skills

• how to source and arrange ideas (in compositions)
• making decisions about how to engage an audience

• knowledge about how the elements of music communicate meaning

• how to compare music from different social, cultural and historical 

contexts including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander music
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Planning decisions
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• weighting the content 

• building on prior learning / sequencing learning

• differentiating learning to cater for each student’s 

needs

• meeting expectations

• achieving aims
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What learning will students be 

able to demonstrate?
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By the end of Year 6, students 
• explain how the elements of music are used to 

communicate meaning in the music they listen to, 
compose and perform

• describe how their music making is influenced by 
music and performances from different cultures, 
times and places

• use rhythm, pitch and form, symbols and 
terminology to compose and perform music

• sing and play music in different styles, 
demonstrating aural, technical and expressive 
skills by singing and playing instruments with 
accurate pitch, rhythm and expression in 
performances for audiences.

• Available time  = 

X hours (0-100)

• School / teacher 

makes 
decisions about

• assessment 

practice

• task design
• frequency

• reporting
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Teachers know their students 

• and they know how to teach them

• teachers need to make many decisions about what the content will 

be and how learning will be structured

• using the curriculum as a planning tool can help.
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http://www.acara.edu.au/news-and-media/subscribe-to-acara-update
https://twitter.com/acaraeduau?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/acara.edu.au/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/australian-curriculum-assessment-and-reporting-authority
https://www.youtube.com/user/ACARAeduau
https://twitter.com/acara_ceo

