
Mary Gao

Few years ago, a friend invited me to a church in Box Hill. I did not believe in
God, but I thought it was something new and went. But after a few visits, I
stopped. Two years ago, my good friend, Lily, from NewHope Church, invited
me and my husband to attend the ALPHA Course organized by the church.
Through studying the Bible with friends from the church, I have a much
better understanding of Jesus Christ. However, I still didn’t have the courage
to accept Christ as I felt I didn’t know enough about God yet.

Thank you to God, for His guidance! In April of this year, I learnt that Lily lost
her husband not long ago. I tried to talk to her over the phone, hoping to
comfort her and cheer her up. To my surprise Lily was stronger than I
thought, and she told me that this was because God was with her. God and
the brothers and sisters in the church helped her. She trusted and depended
on God, and she entrusted everything to Him. Her husband had gone to
heaven and returned to the arms of God. She felt greatly comforted and she
had peace in her heart!

We had a long conversation and when Lily shared the word of God with me, it
deeply touched my heart. I couldn't sleep that night because I was filled with
the Holy Spirit! I suddenly had an urgent desire to know God more and draw
nearer to Him. So, I took the initiative to contact Lily and said, “I want to
visit your church and become a part of your community”. I started attending
church and sometimes I couldn’t help crying during worship and while
listening to the pastors’ preaching. Biggest surprise came when, one day
after arriving home from church, my husband, who had always been an
atheist, held me in tears and said he wanted to be baptized. I was so moved
when my husband said this to me! I also felt a burning desire to draw closer
to God. Thank you, God! I felt like this is the work of God! God has always
loved me and chose me!

So, we signed up for this baptism. What moved me even more was that my
husband, who was very weak because he was su�ering from a terminal brain
tumor, was hospitalized because he had contracted COVID-19. A few days
later, the hospital gave us a notice of critical illness. I was very sad and
anxious after receiving the notice. I told Lily it was likely that my husband
would not be able to fulfill his wish to be baptized. Lily immediately



contacted Pastor Hu when she knew about my husband’s situation. I felt
especially gratified and comforted for God's amazing love! Oh God! You are
by my side; you are my helper. God sent his servant, Pastor Hu, to the
hospital. He led my husband in a decision prayer of salvation to accept Christ
and baptized him. I told my husband that he had become a true Son of God
and God’s kingdom. His wish was fulfilled, and he was very joyful.

On the 10th of June, my husband passed away and returned to the arms of
Jesus with no worries and regrets but full of contentment. I informed Pastor
Hu and he immediately prayed for my husband. The most memorable part of
the prayer is: "Dear Lord, please open your arms to welcome your precious
son"! Although I was grieved when I heard this, I felt peaceful. I thank and
praise God! Thank you, our Pastor Hu! I feel that God chose us to join this
church at the most critical moment, that we could be baptized and become
children of God when my husband's life was about to come to an end. We are
blessed! We have eternal hope! Thank and praise the Lord! I can feel God's
love from my brothers and sisters in the church. I want to be like them and
learn to share God's love and gospel to my friends. On this joyful day, I am
very grateful to be a child of God in front of everyone!

Linda Wang

Hi everyone,

My name is Linda and I’m from Xi'an, China. I was born in a rural village, and
I knew about Christianity and Jesus when I was very young. There are many
families in my village who are Christians, but most of them are older people
and mainly women. I often listen to the old lady next door singing hymns
very happily, and I also sing along as if I were learning songs. There was no
one teaching the Bible to the children at that time.

During Christmas, the Christians in the village always get together to perform
shows and sing hymns. Of course, what I care most about is that they give
out peanuts to the children. They said peanuts are spiritual fruits, and they
will bring good luck if you eat them! We also don't usually have much chance
to eat these because of poverty.



When I was in high school, my mother became a Christian and soon after she
was baptized. Watching her reading the Bible every day, I also follow and
read the Bible whenever I have nothing to do. I started reading the Bible
from the first page. I learned that God is so great and powerful! However, I
was young, moreover I had no one guiding me in reading the Bible. I started
reading about God's punishment; killing those who made mistakes in the Old
Testament. I felt the punishments were too cruel and I stopped reading the
Bible.

After coming to Australia in 2010, I visited a few churches, but then I stopped
attending because of doubts. Till the outbreak of the COVID-19 in 2020, I felt
like there was something wrong with my body, but I did not know why. I went
to the hospital twice for checkups and found that there was no problem with
any part of my body. The doctor said it was a panic attack! After consulting a
psychiatrist, I still felt inadequate and I wanted to get more support. So, I
began to read the Bible and seek God’s healing and God’s help! Thank God I
found a friend in the church. With her help, I studied the Bible, gained back
my strength, hope, healed, and got better! Thank you, God, Amen!

Now when I am sad, I seek God, and when I am happy, I give thanks to God.
I thank you God for choosing me and I now proclaim and accept Jesus Christ
as my personal Savior may all glory be to the Lord, Amen!

Devin Zou

My name is Devin Zou. I’m from Guangdong, China. I was born in a modest
and traditional atheist farming family. My grandparents and my parents
raised me with a lot of love and care.

When I was a child, my father ran a book trading business, and so I had the
opportunity to read many books on a wide variety of topics, including
Atheism, theism, Buddhism, Taoism, Christianity, Islam, Communism,
Capitalism, martial arts novels, myths, and other topics.

Without a mentor in my life, my beliefs were chaotic and wavering. After
reading stories about demons and ghosts I would feel afraid of the
supernatural and other fictional beings. However, at times, after reading



non-fiction or atheism articles I would also believe that supernatural beings
didn’t exist.

Because I did not have firm beliefs, my development and career were also
unstable, and my progress in life was messy. Without a clear direction, my
business encountered many ups and downs. I had accumulated a lot of
wealth by the grace of God, but because of my poor cognitive ability and
getting involved with the wrong people, I had lost most of my wealth.

I grew up in an atheistic atmosphere during my study life. For a long period,
I had no chance to know God. I only learnt about Christianity from history
and geography books. These books were written by non-Christians, and I
preconceived the view of the books that Christianity, Buddhism, and Islam
are called the three major religions. To me, religion is a set of theories that
encourage people to be good and to provide comfort to people. What made
it even more impossible for me to know God was the vivid contrast: China
had Pangu who created the world, and the West had God who created all
things; China's Pangu looks Chinese in ethnicity, whilst the ‘Western God’
looks like a Westerner; China's Pangu is a mythical figure, so I attribute God
to the same mythology as Pangu. In short, I was agnostic before reading the
books. After reading the books, I regarded God as a myth, and it became
even harder for me to believe in God.

Before I became a Christian, I almost lost hope for my future. I felt tortured
by the unfairness of fate and my luck seemed to have run out. Everything
went wrong in my life. After coming to NewHope Church, I found my
direction in life again with the help of Pastor Hu, James, Pastor Liong, and
many other enthusiastic brothers and sisters. I got to know our Heavenly
Father and Jesus Christ, and I am full of hope for the future.

Thank you, dear Heavenly Father, for choosing me by grace, and that I can
die to my old self, be saved and be born again. I know: "For even if there are
so-called gods, whether in heaven or on earth (as indeed there are many
gods and many lords), yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom
all things came and for whom we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ,
through whom all things came and through whom we live" (1 Corinthians
8:5-6). " Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under
heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved." (Acts 4:12).



Seng Phong

Dear pastors, brothers and sisters in Christ, greetings to you all. Today I am
very happy to be able to meet everyone in our Father’s house where I will be
getting baptized. May all glory be to God. Amen!

I migrated to Australia and have lived here for over 40 years. Due to various
family reasons, I had followed my parents to temples when I was young.
Also, my cultural value of filial piety prevented me from accepting Christ for
a long time.

As I recalled when I came to Australia in my twenties, our parents were still
in a refugee camp. My brother and I applied for our parents to come to
Australia to reunite with our family, but it was without much success. I then
decided to go to church on Sunday to pray for my parents’ visa; and
sometimes I would even go to two or three di�erent churches on one Sunday.

What touched me most was when the congregations sang the hymn, ‘What A
Friend We Have In Jesus’, especially lyrics like “What a privilege to carry
everything to God in prayer. O what needless pain we bear, all because we do
not carry everything to God in prayer” and “Jesus knows our every weakness;
take it to the Lord in prayer!” Every time when I sing this song, I feel God’s
comfort and power.

Through numerous prayers, a miracle then happened, and God answered my
prayer. My parents were granted their visas and what an amazing and
wonderful God.

Another thing I was grateful for was my marriage. When I became older and
still single, I prayed to God to provide me a wife. By the grace of God my
prayer was answered, and He brought His own daughter from far abroad to
meet me. An even more amazing thing is that God provided me with a
Christian wife and not an unbeliever!

Glory be to the amazing Lord!  Thank you, Jesus, for choosing me to be His
child, I am willing to accept Jesus Christ as the Savior of my life, and follow
the Lord all my life, Amen!


