
 

 
FAITHFULNESS Sermon Study Guide 
 

Week 11: God’s Faithfulness to the Church 
Sally Agostino 
 
20 July 2025 
Visit the NewHope Teaching page to find this week’s sermon 
 
 
We come to the end of our sermon series with a focus on God’s unwavering 
faithfulness to the church and the church’s call to be faithful in return. The challenge 
for us is to be aware of our blind spots, to learn from both the church’s successes 
and failures, and to know the “melody” of Christ so well that we can play it faithfully, 
with humility and joy, as we reflect His love to all humanity.  
 

Read Isaiah 49:5-6 & Matthew 16:13-18 

 
Long before there were church buildings or denominations, God was already 
reaching out, preparing a people, and calling communities to Himself. In Isaiah 49:6, 
God promises to make His people “a light to the nations” setting the tone for a much 
larger story—one where God’s love is wide, welcoming, and global in scale. 
 
The New Testament picks up the story with Jesus stepping magnificently into 
history. In Matthew 16, Jesus asks His disciples this pivotal question, “Who do you 
say I am?” Peter responds boldly: “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 
And upon this faithful confession, Jesus announces His plans: “On this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of hell will not overcome it.” 
 
From a human perspective, this might sound like a risky move. After all, Peter also 
famously denied Jesus three times. Was this really the foundation on which to build 
a global movement? 
 
But Jesus wasn’t counting on Peter’s perfection. He was anchoring the church in His 
own faithfulness and calling His people to be faithful in return. In this way, the 
church would be carried forward by ordinary people like Peter, and by people like us. 
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1.​ How does it encourage or challenge you to know that God uses imperfect 
people to build His kingdom? 

2.​ Have you ever felt unqualified to be used by God? How might Peter’s story 
encourage you? 

3.​ What does it mean for us today to confess that Jesus is Lord—not just 
personally, but as a church? 

 

Read Hebrews 12:1-3 
 
The church is part of a much larger story—a “great cloud of witnesses” spanning 
centuries. There are moments in history where the church has embodied the love of 
Jesus beautifully: caring for the vulnerable, challenging injustice, and embodying 
sacrificial love. Yet, there have also been dark chapters where the church has 
pursued power, caused harm, or lost sight of Jesus’ mission. 
 
Recognising both the beauty and the brokenness in our story keeps us humble and 
dependent on God’s grace as we seek to live out our calling. We are invited not to 
ignore the past but to learn from it. And more importantly, to fix our eyes on Jesus 
and live humbly in His way. 
 

1.​ When you think about the church’s history—both its beauty and its 
failures—how does that shape your own sense of calling and humility? Is 
there a part of the church’s story you need to grieve or celebrate with God 
today? 

 

Watch this clip from John Dickson​
How to Judge the Church: A Musical Analogy​
youtube.com/watch?v=VQMe3z98ua4 

 
In this video by the Centre for Public Christianity, John Dickson compares 
Christianity to Bach’s Cello Suites, asking: should we judge a musical masterpiece by 
a poor performance? 
 
Sometimes, the church has played the melody of the gospel beautifully—other times, 
it has missed the mark entirely. But the brilliance of the composition and its author 
remains. Our task is to know Jesus so intimately that His song becomes our own.  
 
To love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength—and to love our neighbour 
and even our enemy—is not an easy tune to play. It requires deep surrender and a 
willingness to be corrected and repent. The good news is that the Holy Spirit helps us 
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recognise when we are out of tune and helps us realign ourselves with the melody of 
Jesus. 
 

1.​ Are there areas in your own life where you’re performing the “music” of Jesus 
faithfully? Where are you out of tune? 

2.​ How can we help each other keep our focus on Jesus and reflect His love? 
 
 
The same God who was faithful to the early church is just as faithful to His church 
today. That includes local churches like NewHope. Let’s be a people who commit to 
learning the melody of Christ faithfully, playing it often, and sharing it 
boldly—because the world is listening. 
 

Optional Activity 
 
Encourage quiet reflection or journalling on the question: Where is God inviting me 
to be more faithful in my love for His church—locally and globally? 
 
Invite a few people to share if they feel comfortable: 
 

●​ Something they’re thankful for about the church 
●​ Something they want to commit to doing differently or more intentionally 

 

Closing Prayer 
 
Pray as a group, thanking God for His ongoing faithfulness to His people and asking 
for the courage to live out that same faithfulness. 
 
Suggested Closing Prayer: 
 
Lord Jesus, You are building Your church, and the gates of hell will not overcome it. 
Thank You for Your faithfulness through generations. Help us to walk in step with 
Your Spirit, to love like You, to learn from our past, and to live faithfully in the 
present. Make us a people who play Your melody well in the world. Amen. 
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