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BRIGALOW is an ecological community that is
dominated by Acacia harpophylla, commonly known as
brigalow.

In Queensland, the brigalow ecological community
(brigalow) is typically found on cracking clay soils in
lowlands, plains, or riparian areas.

Brigalow communities generally have tall brigalow &
and eucalypt trees (9-25m), a moderately-dense shrub
layer, and a sparse ground layer.

Woody debris provides key habitat for the many reptiles
and insects that call brigalow home.

Brigalow communities also facilitate deep drainage, which can
prevent chloride leaching and salt mobilisation in at-risk soils
(Bradley, 2006).

ECOLOGICAL VALUE OF BRIGALOW

On a landscape scale, brigalow country plays a role in

sequestering carbon and improving soil health. Brigalow communities provide habitat for 17 species that are

threatened in Queensland, or nationally, many of them rare
As a legume, brigalow trees make nitrogen biologically available reptiles.
to other species in the soil through nitrogen fixation in their roots

(Tunstall, 2005). Some species found in Queensland brigalow include: the

ornamental snake, brigalow scaly-foot, glossy-black cockatoo,
As riparian ecosystems, brigalow communities can slow down painted honeyeater, spotted bowerbird, and the rare pale
water to facilitate soil saturation and reduce the risk of erosion. imperial hairstreak butterfly (pictured).

Brigalow communities provide habitat for 17 species that are threatened in
Queensland, or nationally, many of them rare repitiles.
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