
OPEN THE CENTRE SPREAD

B’DAY          DEALS YET
FOR THE BIGGEST

Locally Owned and Locally Operated www.observernews.com.au   

Observer
The

bserver
The

bserver
Cassowary Coast

bserver
Cassowary Coast

bserver
JUNE 10, 2026

Early start l CASSOWARY COAST

| Nick Dalton
TWO million dollars have 
been allocated to better protect 
Cassowary Coast cattle, cane 
and banana farms from the ex-
tremes of weather events, such 
as cyclones.

Terrain Natural Resource 
Management Group will re-
ceive $2m to provide landhold-
ers with practical tools and 
on-ground support to improve 
soil resilience and create green 

$2m to 
improve
farms

Tully Sugar recently showed off its 
latest locomotive, with new cane bins 
in tow, on its recently-constructed 
‘Centennial Bridge’ over the Tully River 
at Euramo. Picture: Tully Sugar Ltd
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soil resilience and create green 
buff er zones between the land 
and waterways.

Natural Resources and 
Mines, Regional and Rural De-
velopment Minister Dale Last 
said the funding for Terrain 
Natural Resource Management 
group would support local 
grazing, cane and banana farm-
ers to deliver improved agricul-
tural and landscape manage-
ment practices.

“Local landholders have 
been subject to extreme weath-
er events in recent years and 
this program will fund on-
ground initiatives to improve 
farm resilience and soil and 
land conditions,” he said. 

“We recognise the impor-
tance of local stewardship and 
this funding will empower 
landholders to build stronger 
farms and more resilient com-
munities because they know 
how to do it best. 
CONTINUED PAGE  3

Estimates for the 2026 season at Tully 
are about 2.4-2.5 million tonnes, signifi -
cantly up from last season’s 2.16 million 

Canegrowers Tully chairman Bryce 
Macdonald says the current crop estimate 
equates to between 81 and 86 tonnes of 
cane per hectare, with the long-term av-
erage being at about 84.5 tonnes per hec-

The Commercial Cane Sugar (CCS) 

level is around normal for the start of the 
season.

“The sugar’s probably where we ex-
pect to be this time of year with the past 
three or four weeks of winter, so it’s 
around 12.75, 12.76, that is the average, 
so far that’s gone through the mill,” Mr 
Macdonald told The Observer.

He says an early start is “always a 
good start” especially looking ahead to 
the next season.

“The earlier the start, the earlier the 
fi nish and the results are much better 
for the next year’s crop; you get a bet-
ter growth period, if you start earlier,” 
he said.

“Our traditional start date is the 15th 
of June and growers and the mill take 
every opportunity to start earlier if they 
can. The mill’s ready and the weather 
permits.
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CRUSHING AT the Tully sugar mill has 
kicked off  to an earlier than usual season-
al start this year – with a larger cane crop 
expected to be processed than in 2025.

Already more than 90,000 tonnes had 
been through the mill a week after crush-
ing began on 28 May.

Estimates for the 2026 season at Tully 
are about 2.4-2.5 million tonnes, signifi -
cantly up from last season’s 2.16 million 
tonnes.

Canegrowers Tully chairman Bryce 
Macdonald says the current crop estimate 
equates to between 81 and 86 tonnes of 
cane per hectare, with the long-term av-
erage being at about 84.5 tonnes per hec-
tare.
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Kath has over 35 years in communication 
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