
CHOOSING 
CURTAINS
How to choose the right 
curtains for your home.
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Whether you’re building new, renovating or 
simply upgrading, curtains are a big decision 
and investment, so we want to help you get 
 it right.

HOW TO CHOOSE 
THE RIGHT 
CURTAINS FOR 
YOUR HOME.

Things to factor in include the purpose of the room, 
the size of the windows, how much light the room gets, 
what type of fabric works best, what colours will look 
good and whether you should buy Readymade or get 
curtains custom made for you’re the space.

This guide is designed to answer many of those 
questions so that when it comes time to start your 
curtain buying journey, you know the many different 
options you have.
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THE BENEFITS OF CUSTOM-MADE

• You’ll get exactly what you want. 
If you choose Russells, one of our 
consultants will meet with you at 
your home and bring a wide variety 
of samples so you can see how 
different colours and patterns look  
in your space.

• You’ll get experienced advice about 
which fabric types are best for 
certain rooms, eg. bright rooms, 
damp rooms etc.

• Your curtains will be professionally 
measured and expertly made with 
special attention to detail.

• A good curtain manufacturer 
(like Russells) will offer a product 
warranty.

• There may be a finance offer to 
help make it affordable. At Russells, 
we partner with Gem Visa to offer 
interest free purchases. Visit our 
website for our latest offer and Ts 
and Cs.

• Professional installation is included 
as part of our service.

What to look out for:

• There is time involved in having 
curtains custom made as they are 
crafted to your exact measurements.

• It may cost a bit more than a mass-
produced readymade curtain but the 
end result is so worth it.

WHAT TO WATCH FOR WITH 
READYMADES

• Whether online or from a store, 
readymade curtains are perceived 
to be a fast and cost-effective 
option. However…

• You will likely have to compromise 
on getting the perfect look and 
fit, unless you dedicate plenty 
of time to shopping around for 
readymade panels that are the 
right fabric, colour, pattern  
and size.

• You’ll need to figure out how to 
measure your windows yourself; 
remember you need curtains  
to be wider than the window.

• There’s the possibility of finding 
inconsistencies in something 
mass-produced; for example, 
curtains are made in batches  
and it’s not uncommon to 
encounter different shades of  
the same colour.

• You may need to pay for 
professional installation if you’re 
not confident doing it yourself.

• May not be made in New Zealand.

• They are mass produced in a 
limited number of sizes that might 
not quite be right for your home.

CUSTOM OR 
READYMADE CURTAINS?

The first question to ask is whether you would prefer to buy readymade 
curtains or have them custom made to fit your home and style.
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TIPS FOR CHOOSING FABRICS:

• HOLD THE SAMPLE UP TO A WINDOW TO 
SEE HOW IT FILTERS LIGHT.

• IF THE SAMPLE IS LARGE ENOUGH, PLEAT 
IT AT THE TOP TO SEE HOW IT DRAPES.
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COTTON

Cotton is versatile and offers 
a crisp, clean feel that suits 
traditional or modern styles. As it 
can be a very light fabric, cotton 
curtains do need to be properly 
lined so they hang and fall as 
desired.

LINEN

As a natural fibre, linen is difficult 
to manage and degrades quickly. 
We recommend linen blends or 
linen look fabrics to achieve the 
same look you want at a more 
cost effective price with better 
performance and longer life.

POLYESTER

A very common choice; polyester 
is durable, affordable, easy to 
care for, and doesn’t really wrinkle, 
stretch or shrink. Choose polyester 
for bedroom and living areas, 
but avoid it in the kitchen as it ’s 
flammable and absorbs odours.

VELVET

Made of either natural or synthetic 
fibres, if you want glamour and 
richness in a room, pick velvet. It ’s 
thick and heavy making it great for 
bedrooms and living spaces where 
you want to block cold air and light 
and reduce noise.

ACRYLIC

With a similar texture to wool, 
acrylic is a lightweight fabric that 
drapes beautifully and provides 
great insulation. Acrylic curtains 
attract and disperse moisture 
effortlessly, they’re hypoallergenic 
and resistant to mould and mildew.

VOILE

Voile is a crisp, open weave fabric 
that is best utilised for sheers. It 
gathers and drapes wonderfully, 
creating a light, airy ambience while 
maintaining a high level of privacy.

SELECTING THE RIGHT 
CURTAIN FABRIC TYPE

It’s easy to make a choice based on textures, colours and 
patterns. But each fabric type also has its own benefits and 
best uses based on weight, light filtering/blocking qualities, 
durability and sun-fade resistance. The type of fabric you 
choose also affects how your curtains fall and some fabrics  
are better for different rooms too.

It’s important to note that as New Zealand’s climate can  
be quite humid and our sunshine harsh, we recommend fabrics 
crafted from either synthetic fibres or a blend of natural  
and man-made. These have proven to stand up to our 
environmental conditions.
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THINGS THAT 
IMPACT THE STYLE 
OF YOUR CURTAINS

You may be surprised by the many factors that 
influence the overall look and functionality of 
their curtains. Here’s what you need to consider 
and some advice on getting it right.
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COLOUR AND PATTERN

It’s important to get fabric samples 
so you can hold them up next to 
the wall in order to see how they 
work in your space – does it work 
with your walls and the light in the 
room? If possible try them both at 
night and during the day in natural 
light. 

Consider a darker colour for high 
traffic areas so as it doesn’t get 
too noticeably dirty. Rooms that 
get a lot of light probably need 
a lighter colour as a darker one 
will fade. Plain fabrics can be 
dressed up with decorative rods. 
And think about pattern size and 
pattern repeat; if you choose a 
large pattern, ensure it ’s for a large 
window for good effect.

FOR MORE INSPIRATION DOWNLOAD 
OUR FREE FABRIC GUIDE. 

LINING CHOICES

Enhance the effectiveness of 
your curtains with lining. Lining 
can dramatically improve heating 
efficiency, block out light and may 
help to reduce noise.

Thermal lining

Thermal lining maximises heating 
efficiency. It may also help 
to reduce outside noise and 
unwanted light.

Blockout lining

Blockout lining reduces natural 
light and UV rays, providing an ideal 
solution for darkening a bedroom 
or media room. They also offer 
good thermal properties and may 
help to dampen sound.

Interlining

Interlining is the layer of fabric 
between the main fabric and 
lining. To increase the insulating 
properties of your curtains a light 
to medium weight interlining can 
be added. Interlining is ideal for 
increasing thermal performance 
and reducing noise.
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HOW THEY HANG

One of the key factors in how good 
your curtains can look is how you 
hang them. You can have them 
window-sill length (a fraction 
below) if there is something in 
the way or it is your preference, 
but floor length gives optimal 
performance. There are variations 
of this length to consider:

Floating - Offers a simple and 
sensible, casual look. By leaving no 
more than a centimetre of space 
between curtain and floor they’re 
practical too as floating curtains 
don’t gather dust from the floor. 
They are also easier to open and 
close.

Skimming - Requires expert 
measurement as just a centimetre 
too short or long and you have 
a completely different look. 
However, it is a clean and simple 
choice. Better on hard surface 
floors as opposed to carpet, which 
it can pull against when opening 
and closing.

Touching - A very common length 
with the curtains resting on the 
floor with a slight bend just above 
the hem. A few centimetres is 
enough.

Pooling - Sees a large amount of 
fabric pools or puddles on the 
floor. This style does gather dust 
and they need some reshaping 
every time you move them so they 
are high maintenance. The type 
of fabric you choose will influence 
whether you can attain this look 
or not; light, airy cotton or linen 
blends or synthetic linens are 
best. Pooling curtains add a lovely 
softness to rooms with lots of 
hard furniture. For a relaxed and 
casual look, let them pool where 
they fall. For a more formal look, 
deliberately pool them to the left 
or right or centre, depending where 
the wall panel is in relation. They 
are also better in bedrooms than 
main living areas as the excess 
fabric on the floor can be a tripping 
hazard.
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HEADING STYLES

Heading styles refers to the way the curtain is 
sewn at the top. This affects the way it gathers and 
drapes. The width, depth and separation of the 
waves of a curtain can really change the overall 
look and feel of your room. Most of these styles 
can be hung from a curtain track using hooks or 
from a rod with rings and hooks.

Pencil pleat - Regularly used to create a relaxed, 
classic drape.

Single pleat - Classic and economical; ideal for 
small spaces and patterned fabrics.

Double pleat - Achieves a contemporary feel, 
whilst maintaining fabric efficiency.

Triple pleat - Very formal; uses more fabric than 
other styles but creates an opulent full curtain.

Reverse single pleat - Minimalistic and modern; 
uses less fabric so takes up less space and is more 
cost-effective.

Reverse double pleat - Minimalistic, clean line 
look; uses more fabric to create a fuller and more 
luxurious look.

Paris wave - Designed by Russells; combines 
inverted pleat with a rounded wave-like front for a 
fuller appearance.

Eyelets - Tailored with a European influence; 
threaded onto a rod to create a large wave-like 
effect.

Tab top - The simplest of curtain systems.
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KEEP IT SIMPLE

White on white proves that less 
is more, keeping a room light, 
clean and inviting. Don’t go 
overboard though or you’ll end 
up with a sterile space. If you’re 
choosing white on white, think 
about including lots of layers or 
using textures to soften it up. The 
roughness and imperfection of 
natural or synthetic natural-look 
fibres such as cotton, linen and 
wool create a natural feel, while 
velvet is smooth. Woven tone on 
tone fabrics such as chevron and 
herringbone are also a great way 
to layer neutrals throughout the 
room.

GO DARK AND STORMY

A popular interior look is dark 
curtains combined with a white 
interior. Dark curtains provide 
contrast and create a focal point 
for the room. The more neutral  
the room the more the dark 
curtains stand out.

HAVE FUN WITH COLOUR  
AND PATTERN

Inject vibrancy into your white 
room with a pop of colour in the 
curtains. Block coloured fabric is 
a simple way of adding colour that 
doesn’t need to be too dramatic.

If you’re feeling bold, a patterned 
curtain adds an unexpected 
element to an all white interior and 
can really pack a punch.

PLAY MATCHMAKER

For a super slick, coordinated room 
with multiple points of interest, use 
the same fabric for your curtains 
as your upholstered furniture.

CHOOSING CURTAIN 
COLOURS FOR  
WHITE WALLS

White walls can either give a room a fresh, clean look or be stark 
and uninviting. It’s all about getting the other interior elements 
right, so here are some options to consider when choosing 
curtains for white walls.

12         CHOOSING CURTAINS



TIP: WITH HUNDREDS OF DIFFERENT UNDERTONES, 
CHOOSING THE RIGHT WHITE CAN BE TRICKY, SO 
BE SURE TO HOLD FABRIC SAMPLES AGAINST THE 
WHITE WALLS TO COMPARE. 
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EMBRACE THE UNDERTONE

Identify the underlying hue 
of the grey and compliment it 
with matching curtains. Greys 
usually fall into one of two main 
undertones: warm - which ranges 
from reds to purples, and cool - 
which has a bluey base.

SOFT AND SUBTLE

Keep it neutral by combining 
white with soft grey, an interior 
scheme that is easy to update. 
This simple look compliments 
natural materials, or you could 
add coloured accessories to easily 
change the look and feel on a 
limited budget.

LET IT SPARKLE

Create a cool luxurious feeling with 
soft greys, metallic and vintage 
tones. A satin-look fabric in a 
similar shade creates an elegant 
look.

Use layers and accessories to add 
warmth and interest to the room; 
such as blush and jewel coloured 
accent fabrics for cushions and 
throws, layering in vintage vases 
and accessories.

CHOOSING CURTAINS  
FOR A GREY ROOM

Grey is a popular neutral tone for modern interiors.  
Here some tips for curtains when decorating a grey room.
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HOW TO MAKE CURTAINS WORK IN AN OPEN FLOOR PLAN

Open floor plans are the norm 
now in new builds and large-scale 
renos. Because these spaces are 
multi-use and décor ranges from 
hard surfaces to soft fabrics, 
choosing curtains can be a tricky 
design challenge. Here’s what you 
need to consider.

Lifestyle needs

Practicality will have to be a part  
of the decision so think about the 
use of the different parts of your 
open plan room. It could be that 
a blind is the better option for the 
kitchen area.

Layout

If the shape of the room is irregular, 
have different curtains in different 
areas because the room is already 
visually broken up. You can still do 
this if the room is one big rectangle 
but it pays to be strict in ensuring 
the curtains work well with nearby 
furnishings so you achieve a look  
of coordinated ‘zones’.  

You can also use sheer curtains as 
room dividers; this works really well 
in studio apartments where the 
bedroom is part of the living area.

Find harmony

If you want your curtains to be 
the same throughout the whole 
room, you can, as long as the décor 
matches throughout also. Here  
are some suggestions to make sure 
they complement each other in 
one way or another:

• Different shades of the same 
colour

• Some patterned fabric and 
some block colour curtains in an 
accent colour from that pattern

• Two different patterns in 
identical palettes

• The same pattern in a different 
but complementary colour

• Two different colours from 
opposite sides of the colour 
wheel

HOW TO BEST USE CURTAINS 
AROUND THE HOME

Curtains are best in rooms and areas of the home where you want 
to create a feeling of warmth and cosiness – such as living rooms 
and bedrooms. A thick, lined fabric curtain is the window furnishing 
of choice for areas you would like to insulate in winter. For a 
summery feel across a patio door, choose a lightweight or sheer 
fabric. Wherever you’d like to express your style through colour 
and pattern in your home, curtains can help. However, they are 
less practical in rooms that get a lot of moisture, such as kitchens, 
bathrooms and laundries.
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REDUCING NOISE

Blocking out noise completely is 
not possible, but it can be reduced. 
It all comes down to absorbing the 
sound vibrations so the thicker and 
heavier the fabric, the better the 
result.

BLOCKING LIGHT

Opt for blockout lining to really 
darken a room. This lining 
also offers thermal insulation 
properties. Also, hanging the 
curtain high, wide and down to the 
floor also improves light blockage 
and energy efficiency.

RETAINING PRIVACY

If you’re concerned about privacy, 
consider double tracks with a 
sheer curtain underneath or 
even a sunscreen roller blind or 
translucent honeycomb.

WHOSE ROOM IS IT?

This matters because a guest room 
not used a lot so the functionality 
of the curtains is flexible. But a 
child’s bedroom on the other hand, 
must be quiet and darkened.

FABRIC

For a bright, ‘sunny’ vibe, go for 
an airy, lightweight or sheer fabric 
such as cotton or linen blend.  
To be more formal, heavier fabrics 
like velvet or something elegant like 
a synthetic silk adds drama and  
a touch of romance.

COLOUR AND PATTERN

People tend to be much more 
traditional in this space. Perhaps 
this is because colours and 
patterns too bold or bright can 
over-stimulate the brain when 
you’re trying to relax and ready 
yourself for sleep. Or perhaps it is 
because this room is often (though 
not always) shared by both genders 
so the need to strike a balance of 
preference is needed.

CHOOSING CURTAINS  
FOR BEDROOMS

When choosing the right curtains for bedrooms the aim is to 
create a good sleeping environment and all-round enjoyable 
place to be. Here’s what you need to think about.

18         CHOOSING CURTAINS



CHOOSING CURTAINS         19



20         CHOOSING CURTAINS



You need to consider the space 
they’re covering, where they’ll 
hang in relation to the window, 
how they’ll operate, what you need 
them for, and of course the myriad 
of colours and patterns they could 
have. Here are some top tips:

• If you need to filter light during 
the day but block out the 
windows for privacy at night, 
consider how curtains and blinds 
work together.

• Definitely line curtains for winter 
but also consider how they will 
perform in summer; this may 
mean picking a medium-weight 
fabric that suits all seasons.

• Make sure they are easy to 
operate as they will be opened 
and closed regularly.

• Consider how your curtains look 
in daylight and artificial light at 
night.

CHOOSING CURTAINS  
FOR YOUR LIVING ROOM

The living room or lounge is one of, if not the most lived in 
room of the house. Curtains in this area need to be practical, 
functional and decorative. 

4 WAYS TO OPTIMISE YOUR 
SPACE USING CURTAINS

1. Hang them high on the wall, right 
up near the ceiling, and right 
down to the ground. This draws 
the eye upwards creating an 
illusion of height.

2. Stripes can fool the eye. For 
small rooms with low ceilings 
choose vertical stripes to add 
height. While horizontal stripes 
will visually shorten wide walls 
and/or high ceilings.

3. Choose a fabric in a slightly 
lighter shade of the wall colour 
to open up a small room; use 
darker coloured curtains to 
make a larger space cosier.

4. Long, solid curtain rods can 
create an impression of 
spaciousness. With them, you 
can pull the curtains clear of the 
window exposing its full width to 
make it appear larger and let in 
more light. This will also protect 
the fabric from sunfade.
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We understand that curtaining 
a whole house can be quite an 
investment. So, here are a few tips 
to help you fit them within your 
budget:

Split it into chunks and commit to 
completing the most lived in  
rooms first.

Advise the consultant of your 
budget and ask to see fabrics and 
window furnishing solutions that fit 
within that.

For rooms that are only used 
occasionally, consider purely 
decorative curtains that do not 
close (these use far less fabric)  
or perhaps not going floor length  
(if window size allows).

BUDGETING FOR  
CUSTOM-MADE 
CURTAINS 

Mix it up and consider blinds for 
some rooms as these may be more 
affordable. 

If you are building new or undergoing 
significant construction as part  
of a reno, consult with your curtain 
maker early as it could reveal 
options that won’t be possible  
once the build is complete.
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0800 808 300  russellscurtains.co.nz


