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We believe there is creativity in
everyone, and it's our role to

awaken it.

Queensland Academy for Health Sciences String Ensemble
AMEB Online Orchestra 2021 launch
Photo: Remco Photography
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We at AMEB respectfully acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Peoples as the traditional Custodians of the lands on which we live, learn
and create. We recognise their continuing connection to country, and draw
inspiration from the music, dance, song and storytelling handed down
through many generations.

We pay our respects to the Elders who came before us, are with us today
and are yet to come.

We commit to a reconciled and shared future.
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AMEB Year in Review

This report presents a synopsis of the activities and outcomes delivered by AMEB Ltd during the 2021-2022 financial year. 
Published and Copyright October 2022. 



A message
from our
Chair and
CEO

AMEB Year in Review

Our year began with numerous ambitious plans, and a sense of determination
amid the uncertainty of the ongoing Covid pandemic.

The brilliant team at AMEB Ltd did not disappoint and we are grateful for all that
we were able to accomplish in 2021-2022.

While navigating the impact of lockdowns and restrictions around Australia and
beyond, we were proud to continue inspiring learners and teachers in the
performing arts. 

In 2021-2022 we developed exciting new syllabuses, publications and digital
resources across multiple areas. Encompassing classical and contemporary
repertoire, instrumental and voice, theory and innovative online learning
products, these lead the way in pedagogical approaches.

A range of new products was also developed for our growing AMEB community in
Vietnam.

We were able to hold a series of online workshops and some face-to-face events
during the year. As always these were important and fun opportunities to engage
teachers and students and share insights from our pedagogical experts.

Complementing our syllabuses, we continued to offer an extensive catalogue of
educational print music to retailers and customers through our Encore Music
Distributors and Print Music Works channels.

We are continually working to improve diversity and inclusivity across all of our
initiatives and this year was no exception. As part of this effort we are committed
to working with our First Nations friends and colleagues towards reconciliation
and were grateful to be able to take some steps forward together this year. The
highlight was our 2021 Online Orchestra which brought people of all ages and
abilities together virtually to perform a beautiful Indigenous song. We were
honoured to have had the opportunity to work with the Yugambeh Elders and
community on this special project dedicated to First Nations culture, language
and song.

We are very grateful to the numerous businesses that share our passion and
collaborated with AMEB in 2021-2022. From competition sponsors to long term
partnerships, their contributions are highly valued. We are also thankful for the
support and collegiality of our colleagues in the AMEB state offices with whom
we work closely.

None of this would be possible without our extraordinary staff, examiners and
syllabus and publications teams, supported by the dedicated Board of Directors.
We are thankful for their expertise and genuine care for learners and teachers in
the performing arts community.

Finally, we extend a heartfelt thanks to all of the teachers, learners, families and
schools that included AMEB in their lives in 2021-2022. Your support and
enthusiasm for the performing arts means the world to us.

Chair
AMEB Ltd

Mike Tyler

CEO
AMEB Ltd

Bernard 
Depasquale
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It’s ambitious, but we like to aim high!

Our main focus is to create exemplary educational frameworks for the
performing arts. These come in the form of our syllabuses, books, resources and
examinations.

In 2021-2022 we released several new syllabuses and numerous new publications
and resources. As highlighted on the following pages, they represented some
exciting changes and enhanced pedagogical approaches and we were delighted
at the enthusiastic response from teachers and learners.

Various online launches and workshops were held to celebrate these releases,
share insights from the experts who created them and connect our community.
A series of competitions, offering fantastic prizes from our generous partners,
generated additional interest and excitement about the new resources.

We are committed to continually improving the diversity and inclusivity of our
syllabuses and publications. In particular we are focussed on improving the
representation of First Nations composers and new Australian works in our
repertoire lists, as well as female and non-binary composers and those who are
regionally based. In 2021-2022 our syllabus and publication teams strived for
more balanced representation in the new releases. Ideas are being put into
action to improve this even further in the coming years.

Complementing our own publications and resources, we were proud to continue
offering an extensive and growing catalogue of educational print music to
retailers and customers through our Encore Music Distributors and Print Music
Works channels. This directly supports AMEB syllabuses but also provides an
opportunity for people to explore a wider landscape to suit their own learning,
teaching and ensembles.

Technology plays an important role in our work and allows us to be innovative in
the way we support the AMEB community. This was especially relevant again in
2021-2022 due to the ongoing impacts of the Covid pandemic. While lockdowns
and travel restrictions limited face-to-face interactions, many of our learning
resources and events were able to continue being delivered online. Our range of
digital products also evolved further with another Theory of Music online course
added to the suite.

Further afield, we were pleased to continue building AMEB's presence in Vietnam
despite limited travel and local lockdowns. Work included the development of a
new AMEB International Teacher Training Course, translation of our theory books
into Vietnamese and creation of a series of piano books, all leading to the
integration of AMEB into the music curriculum in Vietnamese school classrooms.

Our aim is to help as many teachers and students as
possible as they explore the world of music,
speech, drama and dance.

AMEB Year in Review

Education,
innovation
and
leadership
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Learn about exam benefits

Read our interview with Susan

  Assist in setting goals
  Encourage the development of a broader range of skills
  Gain valuable performance experience
  Get constructive feedback
  Recognise achievement

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Amber Davies
AMEB Online Orchestra 2021 entry

AMEB Year in Review
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"Thank you so much to AMEB for everything that it
does. You provide such an important opportunity for
students to progress their learning through so many
different pathways, and it's really appreciated."

Susan Eldridge
Senior Development Manager at Musica Viva

Reasons to do an AMEB exam

https://www.ameb.edu.au/blog/why-take-an-exam?mc_cid=c07e278754&mc_eid=a68bd6bc46
https://www.ameb.edu.au/blog/in-focus-susan-eldridge


New Violin syllabus and
Series 10 publications

Caron Chan and Scot Fan
AUSTA 2022 
Photo: Georgia Quinn 

"Beautiful pieces. Really makes me
want to learn the violin."

 
Jeanne-Marie
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New Theory of Music
books and online courses

"These resources are very well written, with clear explanations
and numerous examples and exercises to take you through the
syllabus step by step. You can feel very confident that by using
these resources and understanding the concepts and doing all
the exercises, everything you need to know for your theory exam
will be at your fingertips. Author Andrew Raiskums [AMEB's
Theory Specialist] knows a frightening amount about the
intricacies of theory!"

Dr Rita Crews OAM
Chief Examiner (Theory)

Need help with theory? Our 'Ask
Andrew' video series with Theory

Specialist Andrew Raiskums
offers useful tips for learning

music theory.

New Horn syllabus
and Series 2
publications
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"I've always had a particular interest in choosing appropriate repertoire for horn
students that is suitable and appealing, builds technical ability in a supportive
way, and hopefully inspires creative musical imagination. With these new
publications we looked to include more contrasting styles, well-known tunes that
support the younger player's development and repertoire that reinforces
concepts such as pitch, dynamics and articulation. It's been a pleasure to be part
of this interesting and rewarding project." 

Ysolt Clark
Syllabus Consultant

AMEB Year in Review

https://www.ameb.edu.au/blog/ask-andrew
https://www.ameb.edu.au/blog/ask-andrew


New Piano for Leisure
syllabus (technical work)

New Rockschool
Vocals syllabus and
publications

"Students love the wider repertoire offered by the new vocal syllabus with lots of
scope for personalisation, and the performance examples available for each
song in the grade book give a great insight as to how candidates might develop
their interpretation. The technical exercises are designed to extend students'
abilities and vocal confidence without being burdensome."

Stuart Storer
Acting Lead Examiner, Rockschool

9

"I'm really looking forward to this [Piano for Leisure workshop]! I'm
loving the Piano for Leisure. It gives students so many choices of
repertoire and they're fun which motivates them to want to play and
learn! Thanks to AMEB for organising this! You're always really
helpful."

Liz
Teacher

New Trombone
& Euphonium
Series 2
publications

"I’m so excited that we’re presenting these
books because the content is just so
fantastic. We’ve got pieces that cover
several centuries, pieces from all over the
world, and a number of really good quality
Australian pieces that some fantastic
composers have written for us. Beautifully
accessible pieces and full of pedagogical
value." 

Brendan Collins
Principal Syllabus Consultant

AMEB Year in Review
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Entrants to AMEB Series 18 
Piano competition

"Could you please pass on my heartfelt gratitude and thanks to everyone at the
AMEB Federal Office and let them know that this means a great deal to me and I
will treasure these books. As I am still unable to get out due to the most recent
flood damage, piano has become even more essential and a place of refuge and

healing and these books will bring many, many hours of joy, escape and
inspiration.”

 
Zali

Recipient of free AMEB publications after being affected by the
Queensland floods in early 2022

"Having received the result of my Grade 5 Theory of Music exam today, I just
wanted to say thank you to the AMEB, and the examiners, for providing me with

such an interesting journey leading up to the exam. I found the topic most
interesting, the practice exams most helpful... As an ageing pensioner, I am

thankful to have gained a mark which I did! Thank you again."
 

Richard
Adult learner

We love hearing from our community!

AMEB Year in Review
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Isobella Kruger and Dr Candace Kruger
AMEB Online Orchestra 2021 launch
Photo: Remco Photography 11



Revitalising
Indigenous
songlines

AMEB Year in Review
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AMEB’s Online Orchestra unites instrumentalists and singers of all ages and
abilities as they perform a song as one of Australia’s largest virtual orchestra
projects. Participants download the relevant music arrangements, rehearse,
record their performance and upload it. We then combine all the clips into one
impressive virtual performance. The beauty of it is that it’s inclusive, fun and
accessible. 

This year’s Online Orchestra piece, 'Morning Star and Evening Star', holds a
special place in our hearts. The song was specially commissioned and written by
Dr Candace Kruger, Yugambeh Elder and Songwoman and Indigenous
ethnomusicologist from south-eastern Queensland, along with Lann Levinge and
Isobella Kruger. The song is based on a generations-old Yugambeh Aboriginal
lullaby sung to Lottie Eaton (nee Levinge), who then shared it with her family
members including Candace and Lann.

We have been working with Candace and her Yugambeh Youth Choir for several
years now and were incredibly honoured when Candace and her community
granted permission for the 'Morning Star and Evening Star' Yugambeh songline to
be shared. In doing so, the 2021 AMEB Online Orchestra project was able to
highlight Aboriginal knowledge and language, support increased education of
First Nations music throughout Australia and have everyone join in learning a
Yugambeh Aboriginal song.

Not only did the 2021 AMEB Online Orchestra bring
people together regardless of their musical ability,
it was also dedicated to First Nations culture,
language and song.

Mark Williams and Ethan Nihôt
AMEB Online Orchestra 2021 launch
Photo: Remco Photography

Despite ongoing lockdowns, we were fortunate to be able to hold a remarkable
in-person event on the Gold Coast (Kombumerri) in November 2021 for the
grand reveal of the AMEB Online Orchestra video. The event commenced with a
smoking ceremony and included live performances by the Yugambeh Youth
Choir, the Queensland Academy of Health Sciences String Ensemble and
didgeridoo artists Mark Williams and Ethan Nihôt. Elders from the Yugambeh
language region were present and we were privileged to hear them share their
cultural heritage and connection to the 'Morning Star and Evening Star' narrative
featured in the song.

"We are honoured to have the opportunity to help bring
this truly Australian narrative to life. We have enjoyed
working with Candace and her community and we thank
the Elders of the Yugambeh region for their permission to
use the song 'Morning Star and Evening Star'.”

Bernard Depasquale
AMEB CEO



View the free Learning Resources

View the Suggested Learning Plans

Watch the final video

'Morning Star and Evening Star' credits

Lyrics: adapted by Dr Candace Kruger and composed by Dr Candace Kruger, Lann Levinge and Isobella Kruger.
Arrangement for AMEB Online Orchestra: Steven Hodgson, David Howell and Alex Garsden.
Aboriginal artwork: Isobella Kruger, Yugambeh and Gowar language regions. Graphic design: Paula Nihôt, Gamilaraay
language region.
Learning Resources: created by Dr Candace Kruger, Leanne Kuss and Paula Nihôt.
Partners: Besen Family Foundation, Yugambeh Youth Aboriginal Corporation and Levinge Events. 13

While the video is now complete, the opportunities to educate and learn about
Indigenous culture live on in the resources developed at the same time. 

There are tools to help teachers bring Indigenous content to the classroom
including a songline resource booklet, pronunciation guide and musical parts, as
well as Suggested Learning Plans aligned with the National Curriculum in the
areas of Arts (Music, Dance, Drama, and Media) and English (Language and
Literature). 

These resources will remain relevant and valuable for years to come, and we
hope to see them continue to be used in the classroom and by teachers. 

We are thankful for the invaluable support of the Besen
Family Foundation, Yugambeh Youth Aboriginal
Corporation, and Levinge Events, who enabled us to
commission 'Morning Star and Evening Star' and create
the accompanying learning resources.

The AMEB Online Orchestra will be returning in 2024 –
stay tuned and get involved!

AMEB Year in Review

https://www.ameb.edu.au/blog/morning-star-and-evening-star-learning-resources
https://www.ameb.edu.au/shop?cat=179
https://youtu.be/aLfeG9AH38Q
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AMEB Online Orchestra 2021 entries (from top left):
Paula Nihôt, Biza Jacob, Latisha Miller, and Matilda Wilkie
Lise Rider
Rachana Hayes
Chancellor State College Secondary String Orchestra
Mclean Music Academy Ensemble
The Baker Boys
Akshadi Sarvanan

AMEB Year in Review



At an organisational level, AMEB is a collective of independent yet closely
connected businesses or ‘offices’. Here in the ‘federal office’, we work with our
colleagues in the ‘state offices’ around Australia to deliver AMEB’s syllabuses,
resources and examinations. It’s a unique relationship and it involves daily
collaboration underpinned by a common goal. We’d like to acknowledge the
valuable and critical role of the state offices and extend our thanks to the State
Managers and their teams for their continued support and collegiality throughout
the year.

We have a valued long-term partnership with Rockschool Limited in the UK
through which we are able to deliver exciting contemporary syllabuses in
Australia and New Zealand under the Rockschool banner. The options are
diverse and fun, ranging from vocals, ukulele and band to street dance, acting
and music production. 

In Vietnam, we are delighted to have developed a growing number of
partnerships with music conservatoires, academies and education service
providers. Their support strengthens our local activities and has helped to
expand AMEB’s presence in the Vietnamese educational system.

Throughout 2021-2022 we also partnered with a range of organisations, from
instrument makers and retailers to designers and digital experts, to deliver
competitions and other discrete projects.

15
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Working
together

Our wonderful partners, collaborators and
supporters are integral to AMEB’s work. We are
very grateful for their contributions.

We are proud to have assisted Puckapunyal Primary School, a
regional school in Central Victoria, re-establish their music
program with new instruments and Grade books after a fire
destroyed their school and instruments in 2020. 

In our partnership with Musica Viva
on their Strike A Chord 2021, we
sponsored the AMEB Emerging
Ensemble Encouragement Award.
This supported a group that showed
a need for additional resources with
new sheet music and a professional
development opportunity.

Congratulations Bellisimo Flute
Ensemble (QLD)! 

"



It all starts with our wonderful federal office staff, a group of accomplished,
diverse and creative people. They embody our core values every single day and
make it possible to achieve the ambitious goals that we’ve set for AMEB thanks to
their skills, enthusiasm and approach to work. They also work closely with our
examiners, syllabus consultants and others across the broader AMEB team.

Our examiners are some of the finest performing artists and educators in
Australia, and they’re integral to the delivery and assessment of AMEB exams.
Each one is a specialist in their field, with relevant qualifications and experience
in the Australian (and often international) performing arts community.
Importantly they help create a positive and nurturing experience for our learners
in the exam room. 

Behind every AMEB syllabus and publication sits an exceptional team of
consultants, specialist advisory group and committee members. By sharing their
expertise and current pedagogical knowledge, they help us constantly redefine
best practice in performing arts education. They’re supported by talented
writers, composers, arrangers, editors and proof readers, listeners and players
who bring all the pieces together. 

AMEB’s Board of Directors guides the organisation, overseeing our long-term
strategy and providing governance over our activities. Each Director has
extensive experience as a musician, senior administrator and active contributor
to the enhancement of educational outcomes in the performing arts.

We are thankful for the expertise and dedication of all our people and their
genuine desire to inspire learners and teachers in the performing arts
community.

AMEB Year in Review

Our people
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We have an incredible team of people at AMEB, with
a shared vision and passion for performing arts
education.

Our Syllabus Consultants for 2021-2022
syllabus and publication releases

Top row (L-R): Phillipa Paige, Julie Hewison,
Caron Chan and Fintan Murphy
Bottom row (L-R): Brendan Collins, Stuart
Storer and Ysolt Clark



Publication sales

Exam delivery

Other income

Online study resource sales

Project-specific funding

Cost of sales 

Salaries and wages

Office expenses

Other expenses

Syllabus and examinations costs 

Depreciation and amortisation expense

Marketing expenses

Sources of income

AMEB's federal office activities and
operations are funded through
earned revenue and small amounts
of discrete funding for specific
projects.

AMEB Year in Review

The year in
numbers
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Expenditure

The AMEB federal office is a not-
for-profit organisation and our
income is solely invested back into
our educational activities and
operations.

      3               20+             5             35            13     
new books

published this
year

countries where our
online learners, teachers,

customers and event
attendees are located

new or revised
syllabuses released

this year

countries where
AMEB practical

exams are offered

new supporting
resources released

this year



AMEB Ltd is a registered charity under the Australian Charities and Not-for-Profit Commission
and is endorsed as a deductible gift recipient (DGR).

AMEB Ltd is jointly owned by

New South Wales
Dept. of Education

-
NSW & ACT

Queensland Dept. 
of Education

-
QLD

The University
of Adelaide

-
SA & NT

Tasmania Dept.
of Education

-
TAS

The University
of Melbourne

-
VIC

The University of
Western Australia

-
WA

Australian Music Examinations Board Ltd  I  ABN 27 102 374 587
Level 27, 150 Lonsdale Street, Melbourne VIC 3000  I  P 1300 725 709  I  E online@ameb.edu.au  I  W ameb.edu.au


