Race conditions of Entry

Race management 
1.1 The club hosting the event is Nga Hau e Wha Whanau Hoe Inc and Nga Hau e Wha o Pouakani. This event and will be operating the forgotten lakes series in conjunction with the South Waikato/Mangakino local community.  
1.2 The Event organisers  
1.2.1 Have the sole right to postpone, delay or cancel any races due to weather conditions 
1.2.2 The club can change the event course at their discretion. 
1.2.3 Damian Sutton will act as the race director and has sole and overriding discretion of the regatta and his ruling is final over any issues that may arise.
1.3 The organising committee and officials will not be held responsible for any damage or injuries to waka or paddlers. You have entered this race at your own risk. Any breach of entry form information will lead to the team being disqualified. 
1.4 Any teams must have had a minimum of three months paddling experience and be able to swim fifty metres.
1.5 The Race director will withdraw any person or team that is deemed to be unsafe. All waka will be checked before the commencement of the race and must be of an acceptable standard. 
2. Paddlers 
2.1 Any novice teams must have had a minimum of three months experience and be able to swim fifty metres.
2.2 Any juniors must be no younger than j16 to compete and must be competent in finishing the race. 
2.3 Life jackets are compulsory for all paddlers under j16 on the day and must be fitting. 
2.4 The race director may cancel the junior race if the conditions become too unsuitable. 
 2.5 Paddlers must wear appropriate clothing why racing will. No jeans etc.
2.6 All medical conditions must be clearly declared on the entry form and signed by the team manager. 
2.7 Paddlers agree to accept all risk why paddling on the race will, including possible damage or injury to themselves or others. 
3 Equipment 
3.1 All paddlers must supply their own vessel and personal safety equipment 
3.2 All paddlers under j16 must wear a PFD and make sure it fits correctly on the body and belted up correctly. In association with maritime safety guidelines 
3.4 Spray skirts will be optional on the day. The race director will have sole direction over this and if the weather is unfavourable the spray skirts will be made compulsory. This will be outlined in the race briefing. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]3.5 All vessels must have bailers on board W1 x1 W2x2 W6 x2 these must be a minimum of a litre and carry spare paddles on board W1x1 W2x2 W6x2. This will be outlined at the race briefing also. 
3.6 All vessels must be seaworthy and be able to withstand any lake conditions. Any vessel found unsuitable after the safety checks will be withdrawn from the race at the race director’s discretion. 
3.7 All vessels must be lashed or secured properly according to that vessels needs.          
3.8 All vessels must pass a safety inspection in order to be eligible to race this will be signed off by the safety officer. Any protests about this must be taken up with the race director.
3.9 All vessels must have visible numbers attached in order to record times. These will be provided at admin. 
4 Support Boats 
4.1 There will be two support boats available on the day provided by the event committee.
4.2 The main support boat will have complete control over the races whist teams are on the water. You must follow their instructions at all times. Failure to do so will lead to your disqualification from the race. 
4.3 The five safety boats will be positioned throughout the course to ensure the safety of all competitors during races.
4.4 All safety boats are provided and will be the only ones on the water during the races. 
4.5 if is race is needed to be paused a purple flag will be raised in the air followed by a horn blast. All paddlers must stop immediately. Failure to do so will lead to your disqualification. If the team is unable to fix this issue the race will be stopped immediately. This will be sounded by two horn blasts. 
4.6 In the case of the race being paused all paddlers will paddle to a safe place along the river’s edge.       
 5 Assistance 
If a vessel needs help during a race all paddlers on board they are to lift their paddle up in the air so that a support boat may assist.  
6. Smoke free
The event will be smoke free, drug free and alcohol free during the course of the day. Anyone who breaks this rule will be asked to leave the premises. 

Failure to comply with any of these rules and safety requirements listed above, or any act or behaviour that is deemed unsuitable by the race director will not be the responsibility of the organising committee  but that of the individual or club concerned. If your behaviour is seen to be unsuitable to the kaupapa of the day, you may be denied entry into the race and possibly be asked to leave the venue. 
Please make sure you are aware of the rules to help ensure we all have a good time and no one is disappointed. Our youth are or future and that’s who we are providing for, the next generation.  Please have an enjoyable day while paddling in the beauty of what south Waikato has to offer.
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