
 
Weekends in Ballarat  
Self-drive itinerary (3 nights) 
 
Audience: Regional Fledglings 
“We can find cool things to do by leaving the city and getting out there.” 
 

Young singles and couples. May travel as groups of friends. 
Metro-based and urbanised tastes. 
Following emerging trends, not their parents’ example. 
Explore though visitor-oriented producers, events / festivals, local operators, etc.  
Food and wine focus and have the budget to support it. 
Might camp or bushwalk but outdoor activities are principally a social endeavour. 
 

 
DAY ONE 
 
Breakfast (or seriously good coffee and a treat) at  
Fika Coffee Brewers 

36A Doveton Street North, Ballarat VIC 3350 
 
Fika Coffee Brewers is not like most cafes. Their attention to detail, engaged staff, 
delicious food options and exceptional coffee set them apart from the rest. Fika's 
beautifully minimalist fit out using Tasmanian oak, natural stone and comfortable 
seating make it easy to lose yourself whilst enjoying the ambiance. Focusing on the 
simple things, Fika makes every experience a special one. 
 

3-minute drive / 22-minute walk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.visitballarat.com.au/explore/fika-coffee-brewers/


 

 
 

Lake Wendouree and the Botanical Gardens 

Lake Wendouree, Ballarat VIC 3350 
 
Lake Wendouree has been a community destination for more than 150 years. 
Located in central Ballarat next to the Ballarat Botanical Gardens and near Victoria 
Park, Lake Wendouree offers a wide range of attractions and recreational activities 
both on and off the water. 
 
Ballarat Botanical Gardens’ historically significant lakeside gardens were designed 
and planted in the 1860s and now feature magnificent mature trees, statues and 
constantly changing plantings and glasshouse displays. Features include the Ex 
Prisoner of War Memorial, Avenue of Prime Ministers and Tramways Museum.  
 
Taste your way through a farmer’s market 
 
Ballarat Farmer’s Market runs on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays each month, from 9am - 
1pm. The market allows locals to reduce food miles, directly support farmers and get 
great fresh produce! Zoo Drive, Ballarat VIC 3350 
 
 

 

Lunch at Burger Road 

58 Lydiard Street North, Ballarat VIC 3350 
 
This modern, playful, quirky and American-style burger joint offers juicy burgers and 
loaded freak shakes (an Instagram lover's delight). New to Ballarat in 2020, they 
cater to all kind of needs, including gluten-free, vegan and vegetarian options. Their 
beef patties are made from premium Australian wagyu meat. 
 

Walk 150 m / 2 minutes 

Art Gallery of Ballarat  
40 Lydiard Street North, Ballarat VIC 3350 
 

The Art Gallery of Ballarat is not just Australia’s oldest regional gallery but one of its 
most exciting. The Gallery’s magnificent collection of Australian paintings, sculpture, 
ceramics and works on paper gives visitors the opportunity to experience key 
moments in the history of Australian art, with important representative works from 
colonial to contemporary periods. 
 

 

https://www.visitballarat.com.au/explore/lake-wendouree/
https://www.visitballarat.com.au/explore/burger-road-ballarat/
https://www.artgalleryofballarat.com.au/


 

 

 

5-minute walk / 350 m 

 

Pick up a treat at 1816 Bakehouse 

18 Armstrong Street North, Ballarat VIC 3350 
 
1816 Bakehouse is an artisan sourdough bakery in the heart of Ballarat. The team, 
led by head baker Josh Chapman, is proud to bring a range of sourdough bread and 
house-made pastries, handmade pies and freshly filled sandwiches to the Ballarat 
community. 1816 Bakehouse products can also be found on the menu of eateries 
around the region, with their wholesale range available to local businesses. 
 

 

Discover your spirit at Roy Hammond | Pre-dinner drinks 

24-28 Armstrong Street North, Ballarat VIC 3350 
 
Ballarat's newest bar Roy Hammond is ready and waiting to welcome you.  
 
Next level gin, whiskey and wine selection, delicious Asian inspired food. It is the 
place to enjoy Ballarat indoors and out from lunch until late. 
 

3-minute walk / 210 m 

 
Dinner at Underbar 

3 Doveton Street North, Ballarat VIC 3350 

 
There's intimate dining and then there's Underbar, Ballarat's newest upscale culinary 
destination. Seating just 16 and only open on Friday and Saturday nights, Underbar 
is the brainchild of head chef Derek Boath – formerly of New York's three-Michelin 
starred Per Se. Sound like a crazy idea? It sure is, but with a chef's hat from the 
Good Food Guide, visiting foodies and locals are lining up.  
 
Book well in advance and then take your place on the long table (there's only one). 
The tasting menu changes weekly, showcasing the very best of Ballarat's local farms 
and gourmet producers. 
 
3-minute drive 

 

https://www.visitballarat.com.au/explore/1816-bakehouse/
https://www.visitballarat.com.au/explore/roy-hammond/
https://www.visitballarat.com.au/explore/underbar/


 

 

 

Stay at Lascelles Terrace Boutique Accommodation 
6 & 8 Errard Street North, Ballarat VIC 3350 

Consisting of two grand Victorian terraces, Lascelles Terraces is a residence like no 

other. Enjoy luxurious, boutique accommodation right in the heart of Ballarat. 

Located in Errard Street North, Ballarat Central, it is within easy walking distance to 

the Ballarat CBD, cafes, restaurants and even the lake and heritage precincts.  

 

DAY TWO 

Breakfast at Yellow Espresso 
13 Sturt Street, Ballarat VIC 3350 

6-minute drive / 15-minute walk from accommodation  

Ballarat's only purveyor of Axil coffee, Yellow Espresso is fast becoming a local 
favourite. The all-day menu offers breakfast staples – granola, pancakes, BLTs, 
eggs all ways and avo smash – along with steak stangas, parmas and more. 
 
15-minute drive  

 

Visit Saltbush Kitchen 

Commercial Street, Buninyong VIC 3357 
 
An Australian experience like no other. Saltbush Kitchen creates Australian products 
for every cook’s kitchen and design their products to be shared, to create 
conversation and to invite connection. Their range includes salt blends, rubs and 
premium native Australian spices.  
 
Take a drive up Mount Buninyong – an extinct volcanic mountain 745m above sea 
level. Walks through the crater and up to the lookout tower are popular among 
visitors. 
 
20-minute drive  

 

 

 

https://www.visitballarat.com.au/explore/earle-ballarat-lascelles-terraces/
https://www.visitballarat.com.au/stories/where-to-find-ballarats-most-instagramable-breakfast/
https://www.visitballarat.com.au/explore/saltbush-kitchen/
https://www.visitballarat.com.au/explore/mount-buninyong/


 

 

 
Lunch at Drive Cafe 

227 Grant Street, Golden Point VIC 3350 

 
Drive started as a simple suggestion: “what about turning the old servo on the corner 
into a cafe?” The space now offers not just great coffee, but also encourages 
genuine social interactions and community connection. Fill up on a  
bottomless batch of Dukes Coffee and waffles, or a seasonal bagel. 
 
3-minute drive 

 
Learn to farm your own honey at Backyard Beekeeping 
Ballarat 

306 Errard Street South, Ballarat VIC 3350 
 
Explore the secret life of bees. Regarded as the most selfless and industrious 
creatures in the insect world, you will be guided through the machinations of the hive 
by local beekeepers Amanda and Scott. Introductory workshops and beekeeping 
courses available, bookings required. 

 

 
Dinner at Moon & Mountain  

220 Mair Street, Ballarat VIC 3350 

 
Moon & Mountain is a modern Asian eatery based on the hawker dining bars of 
South East Asia. Expect tantalising Asian cuisine with a modern Australian twist. If 
you’re new to the scene, or just a little indecisive, place your trust in the kitchen team 
and sit back and enjoy the FULL MOON banquet option.  
 
Great seasonal cocktails, a range of Japanese spirits, and a beer and wine list 
selected from local vineyards and breweries for your enjoyment.  
 

5-minute walk / 350 m 

 

 

 

https://www.visitballarat.com.au/explore/drive-cafe/
https://www.visitballarat.com.au/explore/backyard-beekeeping-ballarat/
https://www.visitballarat.com.au/explore/backyard-beekeeping-ballarat/
https://backyardbeesballarat.com.au/
https://www.visitballarat.com.au/explore/moon-and-mountain/


 

 

After dinner drinks at The 18th Amendment Bar  

Step back in time to Chicago speakeasy bars in 1920-1933 when, during prohibition, 
it was illegal to consume, sell or bootleg alcohol. 
 
The 18th Amendment Bar is the brainchild of Gorge Camorra, bartending veteran, 
hospitality legend and all round nice guy. The cocktail menu is extensive, offering 
many great choices for all palates. A bit of theatrics from the cocktails can also be 
expected. Did someone say Instagrammable? 
 
Return to Lacelles Terrace, 5-minute drive. 

 

 
DAY THREE 
Check-out of Lascelles Terrace. 

 

Breakfast at Bodega 

306 Howitt Street, Ballarat North VIC 3350 
 
5-minute drive from your accommodation. 
 
A quirky little café with character to enjoy beautiful cafe food with friendly and 
welcoming service. Bring a bottle (or a few) for a spiced up breakfast or an exciting 
lunch treat. 

 
Shop ‘til you drop  
 
Who doesn't love a bit of retail therapy? 
 
If you prefer to wander a while in search of something to take home, then you can't 
go past Sweet Fern Fragrance Boutique. The perfumery houses a large collection of 
the finest perfumes in the world. Some of our other favourite shopping experiences 
include checking out the locally-made vegan skin care and indoor plant range at 
When Polly Met Murphy and indulge in some retail therapy at Ivy & Coco, Pieces of 
Joy, The Foundry and Teddy & Fletch. 
 

 

 

https://www.visitballarat.com.au/stories/step-back-in-time-at-the-18th-amendment-bar/
https://www.visitballarat.com.au/explore/bodega/
https://www.visitballarat.com.au/explore/sweet-fern-fragrance-boutique/
https://www.visitballarat.com.au/explore/ivycoco-studio/
https://www.visitballarat.com.au/explore/pieces-of-joy/
https://www.visitballarat.com.au/explore/pieces-of-joy/
https://www.visitballarat.com.au/explore/the-foundry/
https://www.visitballarat.com.au/explore/teddy-fletch/


 
Lunch and sangria at Meigas 

33 Armstrong Street North, Ballarat VIC 3350 

 
Meigas is a traditional Spanish tapas bar and restaurant located on Armstrong Street 
North in Ballarat. At Meigas, it is all about sharing and enjoying a different cultural 
experience, while sampling a variety of traditional tapas, delicatessen and dishes 
from all over Spain. 
 
1-minute walk / 230 m 
 
 

Discover the perfect pair at Mitchell Harris Wines 
38 Doveton Street North, Ballarat VIC 3350 
 
If you’ve got wine on your mind, then your next stop needs to be Mitchell Harris. 
Winemaker John Harris works with growers in Pyrenees, Macedon, Ballarat and 
Henty to craft wines that reflect the cool-climate characters of the nearby regions. Sit 
down to the seasonal menu and watch traffic pass by from their Doveton Street 
warehouse.  
 
Experiences of offer include gin flights, wine and cheese parings, and takeaway 
picnic grazing boxes. 

 
 
Check-in to your accommodation at The Provincial Hotel 

121 Lydiard Street North, Ballarat VIC 3350 
 
The Provincial Hotel sits pretty on Ballarat’s historic Lydiard Street. Built in 1909 the 
iconic building, recognised by the National Trust, has housed a myriad of publicans 
and hoteliers, each enriching the hotel with greater grandeur. 
 
Identifying a market for luxury, boutique accommodation, coupled with service 
guaranteed to exceed expectation, Simon and Gorgi Coghlan found the canvas they 
had been looking for in the form of The Provincial Hotel. Early in 2018, Simon, a 
leader of regional Victoria’s hospitality industry, and Gorgi, a media personality with 
a penchant for design and beautiful styling, brought their vision to life. 
 

Walk downstairs to Lola. 

 

 

 

https://www.visitballarat.com.au/explore/meigas-2/
https://www.visitballarat.com.au/explore/mitchell-harris-wine-bar/
https://www.visitballarat.com.au/explore/the-provincial-hotel/
http://theprovincialballarat.com.au/index.php/accommodation
http://theprovincialballarat.com.au/index.php/accommodation


 
Dinner at Lola, The Provincial Hotel 

121 Lydiard Street North, Ballarat VIC 3350 
 
Lola’s 55-seat dining room provides a relaxed and elegant dining experience, 
beautifully styled in their signature hotel design.  
 
The restaurant offers stylish, European inspired dining. The menu is seasonally 
driven and highlights the region’s best locally sourced produce paired with the finest 
natural and regionally sourced wines. 
Retire to your room upstairs. 
 

 

DAY FOUR 

Breakfast at Webster’s Market and Cafe 

61 Webster Street, Ballarat VIC 3350 

3-minute drive from your accommodation 

 

Webster’s Market and Cafe is a gourmet cafe and specialty food store. Webster’s 

serve fresh local produce along with specialty coffee and teas. You will find house 

made sodas along with cold drip coffee and much more. 

 
 

Lunch and workshop at Aunty Jacks 
315-317 Mair Street, Ballarat VIC 3350 

This new brewpub combines quality craft beer and deliciously snackable food with 
hands-on workshops run by Ballarat’s Dr Beer. Around 100,000 litres of beer – 
including lager, pale ale, stout and seasonal specials – are produced on site each 
year, and you have the chance to see it all first-hand.  
 

Browse and book events via the Aunty Jacks Facebook page. 

 
6-minute drive 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.visitballarat.com.au/explore/lola/
https://www.visitballarat.com.au/explore/websters-market-and-cafe/
https://www.visitballarat.com.au/explore/aunty-jacks/
https://visitballarat.com.au/stories/meet-aunty-jacks-dr-beer-peter-aldred/
https://www.facebook.com/auntyjacksballarat


 
 
Pick up cannoli and coffee to go at Mr Darby Cafe 

125A Eureka Street, Ballarat VIC 3350 

 
Feel at home at Mr Darby Café. A friendly atmosphere, delicious Greek food and 
exceptional coffee to match. Escape the everyday and live in the moment at Mr 
Darby Café. 
 

 

Depart Ballarat. 

 

 

 
 

View more itineraries to suit every taste at  
visitballarat.com.au/things-to-do/itineraries 

 
 
 
 

https://www.visitballarat.com.au/explore/mr-darby-cafe/
https://www.visitballarat.com.au/things-to-do/itineraries
https://www.visitballarat.com.au/things-to-do/itineraries

