
MOONTA 

Top Town – Itinerary 

 

Itinerary written for a Couple…. 

 

DAY 1 

Travel through spectacular agricultural lands which change from season to season to arrive in the 

township of Moonta. On arrival, visit one of the many delicious cafes in town for a quick coffee and 

cake before a spot of retail therapy in the main street. Visit boutiques such as Mother Duck & Mee, 

Stylish Bird Boutique and Vivian Frank Fashion.  

At lunchtime, head to one of the oldest hotels in town,  Moonta Hotel. This hotel was built in 1863 

and was a busy point of call during the 1800’s, providing meals for those travelling through and 

remain a must visit to this day, more than 150 years later. 

Then walk off that superb lunch by exploring Moonta’s main street once again with many more 

shops including The Moonta Collective, Make It A Home, Moonta Antiques, Shippy’s Hardware and 

much, much more. 

If you’re staying between October and April, you can visit Splash Town Water Park on Moonta Bay’s 

foreshore.  This epic (and FREE) waterpark is a community project with tipping buckets, slides and 

water mushrooms and all sorts of water fun for all ages. Nothing beats heading out to the locally 

owned and made Gelateria and Coffee Barn (situated just out of town to the south) and stocking up 

on locally made gelato and then heading back to Moonta Bay to soak in the sun, sand and water! 

For a pre-dinner drink visit Moonta’s newest café and attraction, Wrecks n Relics. This venue is a car 

lovers delight offering loads of motoring memorabilia to look at whilst enjoying an Espresso Martini. 

Stay the night at your choice of accommodation, recommended is Cliff House Beachfront Villas or 

Moonta Bay Caravan Park.  Both offer stunning beachfront views with the sounds of the beach 

sending you to sleep. 

Dinner tonight takes you to Port Hughes Tavern overlooking the jetty. You can save yourself driving 

by ordering the courtesy shuttle.  Take a stroll along South Beach while you are there…its good for 

the soul. 

 

DAY 2 

Wake up overlooking the beach from your chosen accommodation. 

Head into breakfast at Nook & Nourish with a range of smoothies, raw foods and much more on the 

daily menu. 

Today is all about Moonta’s fascinating history at the Moonta Mines National Heritage Area.  

https://www.facebook.com/motherduckandmee/
https://www.facebook.com/Stylish-Bird-Boutique-1269695379841183
https://www.facebook.com/Vivian-Frank-Fashion-Boutique-362418837166204
https://www.moontahotel.com/
https://www.facebook.com/themoontacollective
https://www.facebook.com/moontaantiques/
https://www.facebook.com/Shippys-Hardware-Moonta-167672140055078/
https://visitcoppercoast.com.au/splashtown
https://www.facebook.com/TCBGM
https://www.facebook.com/WrecksNRelics/
https://www.cliffhouse.com.au/
https://www.moontabaycaravanpark.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/porthughestaven/
https://www.facebook.com/nookandnourish/
https://www.moontaheritage.com.au/


The iconic tourist train at the Moonta Mines will take you back in time learning about the Copper 

mining era and the lifestyle of the locals back then. After you depart your train carriage jump in the 

car and drive the self-drive mining trail to view the Hughes Pump House and Ryan’s Tailing Heap. 

Drive back to the main street of town and enjoy a leisurely lunch at Taste The Yorke, Yorke 

Peninsula’s only providore which specialises in locally sourced produce with an ever-changing menu 

inspired by the range of produce available on that day.   Purchase some local product including jams, 

chutneys, artisan breads, regional honey & oils, and much more. 

After lunch head to Ellen Street and visit the Moonta Mines Family History & Resource Centre. This is 

a great opportunity to delve into your ancestry and trace Cornish connections.  If you time your visit 

during May in odd-numbered years, the biennial Kernewek Lowender Cornish Festival will be held.  

Celebrating everything Cornish, this event is the worlds’ largest Cornish festival and one not to be 

missed! 

In the afternoon grab yourself something sweet at the Moonta Mines Sweet Shop. This little hidden 

gem is located in the Moonta Mines Post Office and has old fashioned jars of lollies lining the walls! 

You can also purchase a Bickfords soft drink – a well celebrated South Australian brand of beverages.  

Once you have finished exploring your heritage head to Port Hughes for a brief walk along one of the 

most spectacular beaches you will ever see on Australian soil. A favourite with the locals, South 

Beach is great for an evening beach walk and you might even see horses being exercised in the 

shallows. 

After you have walked up an appetite head to a local favourite, Café Cappella’s for dinner. Known for 

its wood oven pizzas and delicious pastas.  

DAY 3 

Today you will need brekky takeaway as you will need to meet local fisherman and charter operator, 

Barry at the Port Hughes boat ramp for a half day or full day fishing charter, with Port Hughes Fishing 

Charters. Let Barry show you the best spots for inshore or deep-sea fishing. Enjoy the results of your 

fishing expedition with a BBQ of freshly caught seafood overlooking the beach from your 

accommodation.  

Or, if you had no luck with your fishing road, head into town to the local butcher to purchase some 

meats for your evening BBQ, and further down the main street is a well-supplied supermarket. 

If the wind comes up earlier than expected and you see yourself heading back to shore then drive to 

the Dunes Port Hughes. Here you can hire clubs for a round of golf on this Greg Norman designed 

golf course. Finish your round with afternoon tea at the Love The Grind Cafe, located just by the golf 

pro shop. 

 

DAY 4 

Finish your last morning with a hearty breakfast at Port Hughes General Store.  The traditional fry-up 

comes direct from the stovetop in a hot cast-iron pan, and this huge breakfast will set you up for 

your travels home. 

Make sure you ask for a late checkout to make the most of your last day in Moonta.  After breakfast, 

head back to your accommodation to checkout. 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.au/places/moonta-mines-tourist-railway/
https://www.facebook.com/Tastetheyorke/
https://www.nationaltrust.org.au/places/moonta-school-of-mines/
https://www.kernewek.org/
https://www.nationaltrust.org.au/places/moonta-mines-sweet-shop/
https://southaustralia.com/products/yorke-peninsula/attraction/south-beach-port-hughes
https://southaustralia.com/products/yorke-peninsula/attraction/south-beach-port-hughes
https://www.facebook.com/cafecapellas/
https://www.porthughesfishingcharters.com/
https://www.porthughesfishingcharters.com/
https://copperclub.com.au/
https://copperclub.com.au/bar-cafe/love-the-grind
https://www.facebook.com/porthughesstore/


Before heading home be sure to drive back to the Main Street of Moonta to discover the exhibition 

of the month at the Moonta Gallery of the Arts . 

Then stretch your legs with a stroll on the Walk The Yorke trail from Moonta Bay to Port Hughes, and 

return.  This small section of the much larger Walk The Yorke trail is around 4 kilometres and takes 

around 1 hour to walk one-way (the full trail is 700km in length and circumvents the Yorke Peninsula 

from Port Wakefield to Moonta Bay). 

Before departing Moonta you must visit the Cornish Kitchen Bakery and purchase one of those tasty 

morsels known as the Cornish Pasty. You can buy them takeaway to enjoy at your leisure on the car-

ride home, but be warned, the delicious crumbly pastry can make a mess so is best enjoyed whilst 

strolling the streets!  

Once you return home scroll through your phone and look at all the great photos that you took and 

reminisce on your truly unforgettable experience at Moonta.  

 

 
 

  
 
 
  

 

https://yorkepeninsula.com.au/atdwproduct/moonta-gallery-of-the-arts-attraction-moonta
https://yorkepeninsula.com.au/walk-the-yorke
https://maps.roadtrippers.com/au/sa/attractions/moonta-mines-sweet-shop
https://maps.roadtrippers.com/au/sa/attractions/moonta-mines-sweet-shop
https://maps.roadtrippers.com/au/sa/entertainment/splash-town-copper-coast
https://maps.roadtrippers.com/au/sa/entertainment/splash-town-copper-coast

