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EDEN CREEK REPORT


SQTA held its 11th and last event of its 2016 season on Sunday down at our ever-popular Anderson’s Eden Creek property and the Northern Rivers put on a superb spring day for the 40 odd riders and their entourages who made the effort to celebrate the last event of the year with us.  It was good to see a near record number of Saturday night campers scattered around the rather excellent flat and grassy camping area overlooking Eden Creek also for what was a beautiful night under the stars.

The Saturday Soiree team of Michael, Les, Mark and Brad did a great job setting a superb loop of diverse sections along the banks of the creek with the two highlights clearly being Sections 5 & 6 utilising the stretch of fast flowing channels just downstream of the Platypus Hole.  Being our last event, member entry was free, well almost except for a renewed membership cost of admission, and without Observers or scoring everyone had carte blanch to ride the loop in any way they liked, and as often as they liked for that matter, and it was these two Sections that seemed to get most of the action throughout the day.  Section 4 attracted the most scrutiny though when the SQTA women’s cheer squad set up and started holding up score cards for best performances.  Not sure what they were using as scoring criteria but they sure made the riders nervous with some many cougars at such a close proximity.  Kind of set the tone really, for what was a very fun and relaxed day celebrating another awesome year of Un-Affiliated hassle free Moto-trials.

This event also signified a changing of the guard in the Clubs management ranks with the departure of John Barwick, Chris Reed and yours truly, all standing down after 8 years at the pointy end to give a new team a chance to do it their way for a while.  As you can imagine, and I’m sure I’m speaking for all three of us, we are extremely proud of what we have created and it is with mixed feelings that we hand over the reins but at the same time we all look forward to the next chapter in the life of SQTA.  On a personal note, I’d like to thank everyone who has been part of the club, both member and non-member alike, over the last 8 years and who have all contributed collectively to its success and express what a pleasure it has been to head the most progressive trials family this country has seen in the past couple of decades or more.  I also feel duty bound to make special mention of our/my many detractors whose constant negativity and uninformed campfire opinions of us over the past 8 years have also contributed by making us all the more determined to succeed ourselves and we couldn’t, nor wouldn’t, have done it without you!!!!!!!  With motorcycling governance in the state that it is in in this country at the moment, who knows, we may actually turn out to have been the trend setters after all! Only time will tell of which we have plenty of!

[bookmark: _GoBack]Anyway, after holding our 90th event over 8 & a bit years we now charge into our 9th season with our 100th event not far around the corner and all buoyed by the knowledge that we begin this next chapter with a whole new group of enthusiastic and motivated trials enthusiasts willing to keep the SQTA dream alive from now and into the distant future. Merry Christmas & Happy New Year.
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