
 

 

Evaluation of the thoracolumbar spine after blunt trauma 

Alert and evaluable? 

High risk mechanism? 
• Fall 
• Crush injury 
• MVC with rollover/ejection 
• Unenclosed vehicle crash 
• Auto vs. pedestrian 

Positive physical exam? 
• Pain  
• Tenderness to palpation 
• Deformity 
• Neurological deficit 

 

Age ≥ 60 years 

Imaging not indicated 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Imaging indicated 
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