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CT C-spine (+) injury 

Maintain C-collar 
MRI C-Spine 

Neurosurgery Consult 
 
 

Evaluable 

1Hoffman et al. NEJM 2000 NEXUS 
2Stiell et al. JAMA 2001  
3Patel et al. J Trauma 2015 
4Bromberg et al. J Trauma 2010 
5McNutt et al. Injury 2018 
 

Maintain C-collar  
MRI C-spine 
Spine Consult 

 
Obtain CT Angio Neck4,5 

 

CT C-spine (-) injury 

Yes 

(+) BCVI 

See BCVI Management Algorithm  
AND 

Maintain C-collar in place 
MRI C-Spine 
Neurosurgery Consult 
 
 
 
 

Midline bony 
tenderness? 

Un-evaluable3 

Remove C-Collar 

CT Cervical Spine if:1,2 

 

NEXUS1 
• Midline cervical spine tenderness 
• Intoxication 
• Altered level of alertness (GCS <15) 
• Presence of a neurological deficit 
• Presence of distracting injuries 

 
Canadian C-Spine Rule2 

• Age ≥ 65 years 
• Dangerous mechanism 
• Paresthesias in extremities 
• Unable to rotate neck actively 
• Non simple rear-end MVC 
• Not in sitting position 
• Not ambulatory at any time 
• Neck pain 
• Midline tenderness 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

(-) BCVI 

No 


