
 

 

                                             Penetrating Precordial Trauma 
 
 

 
       
              
 
   

 

  

                                                                                              

                                                                                               

                                                                                

   

  

Hemodynamically stable  

No YES 

FAST FAST  

Sternotomy CXR, UE pulse exam  

Pericardial effusion 

YES No 

Consider:   
CT Chest vs. 

vs. pericardial window  
vs. sternotomy  

CT Chest 
± TTE 
± Obs 
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“Cardiac Box” borders: 
Superior:  clavicles 
Lateral:  mid clavicular line 
Inferior: costal margin   

Pericardial effusion 

YES No 

CXR 

(+) HTX 

(-) HTX 

Place chest tube 


