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Pneumomediastinum on CT scan* 

Evaluable? 

Hemoptysis, odynophagia, 
hoarseness, unexplained dyspnea,  

Consider 
Esophagoscopy, 
Esophagram and 

bronchoscopy 

Observe 

No Yes 

No Yes 

Consider 
Esophagoscopy, 
Esophagram and 

bronchoscopy 

Chouliaris et al.  J Trauma 2015 
*Lee et al. JAMA Surgery 2015 

*CT findings of posterior pneumomediastinum, air in all mediastinal compartments, 
and concurrent hemothorax are associated with increased mortality (up to 40%). 


