
 

 

Rib Fractures and Flail Chest 
 
 

 
       
              
 
   

 

  

                                                                                              

                                                                                               

                                                                                

   

  

Rib Fractures 

Respiratory compromise 

Yes 

 

Patient on 
ventilator? 

 (+) Pulmonary contusion 
And/Or  

Age ≥ 65   
 

Flail segment No flail segment 

Admit monitored bed 
Multimodal analgesia 

Judicious IVF 

Multimodal analgesia and home 
OR 

Multimodal analgesia and admit ward 

 (-) Pulmonary contusion 
And/Or  

Age ≤ 65   
 

  
Admit monitored bed  
Multimodal analgesia 

Judicious IVF 
Consider Epidural 

Consider regional analgesia 
Rib plating Consider rib plating 
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