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This year’s conference comes at an interesting time for ENGIE as the company begins 
to break ground on a new battery facility at the site of the former Hazelwood Power 
Station. Can you tell us about the project? 

The utility scale battery is the largest privately funded battery project in Australia and will 
create a long-term sustainable energy storage asset on the site. Providing 150MW/150MWh 
of flexible energy, the Hazelwood Battery has the capacity to store the equivalent of an hour 
of energy generation from the rooftop solar systems of 30,000 homes and will play a critical 
role in increasing renewable energy capacity in Victoria - while delivering further grid stability 
for Victoria.  

Does Hazelwood underline the potential of former power stations to house big 
batteries? 

Hazelwood certainly has strong benefits. As an established power generation site with 
access to 1,600MW of transmission capacity, it is well placed to accommodate a large 
battery or even batteries. Given its history the site also has all of the relevant regulatory 
approvals in place and also has more than adequate space for the asset. And these 
circumstances would most probably be in place at other former power station sites, so in that 
respect, there is certainly real potential for Australia’s former fossil-fuel power stations to be 
repurposed.  

How does the project fit within ENGIE’s wider plans for Australia? 

This project is another real, tangible example of our long-term commitment to playing a 
leading role in accelerating Australia’s carbon-neutral transition. That commitment spans 
from building and maintaining major renewable energy generation and storage assets 
across the country, to delivering tailored solutions to commercial and retail energy users. 

The Hazelwood Battery will join our growing portfolio of assets including 165 MW of 
operating wind farms and a 2,000 MW pipeline of solar, wind and large-scale batteries under 
development.  

We also want to grow our position as a major innovator in carbon neutral energy solutions. 
Through our retail arm, Simply Energy, we have pioneered a successful Virtual Power Plant 
project in South Australia, which will be scaled further.  ENGIE is also delivering innovative 
net zero solutions for an increasing range of universities, cities and large companies while 
also working on the development of a nationwide electric vehicle charging infrastructure.  

In terms of Australia in general, how would you assess the adoption of carbon neutral 
energy solutions? 

At the commercial level, we have seen a huge shift over the last three years with companies 
moving from an acknowledgment of the need for change, to acting and commissioning 
solutions. From an ENGIE perspective, we have seen a significant increase in demand for 



renewable Power Purchase Agreements (PPAs) as companies search for a way to lock in 
reliable, cost-effective, renewable energy. Equally, there’s huge interest in net zero 
solutions, with a range of industries wanting to explore ways they can reposition their entire 
business operations in line with newly set carbon neutrality commitments. I think this trend is 
reflected across the market in general in Australia and follows the trend we have seen in 
Europe and North America.  

At the retail level, there is also a marked increase in customer engagement on carbon 
neutral energy – this includes increasing demand for carbon neutral energy plans, to 
increasing interest in energy solutions, such as home batteries and smart meters. Again, I 
think this reflects a wider trend among Australian consumers, which is an encouraging sign 
for gentailers like ENGIE who are driving decarbonisation at a commercial and consumer 
level.  


