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CONFERENCE DAY ONE 
Wednesday 4th May 2022 

 
Chair Day One: Mr Kevin Peters, Chief Executive Officer, Industry Capability Network NT 

Kevin has been a resident of the Northern Territory since 1987.  
He has been the CEO/Director of the Industry Capability Network (NT) for the previous 16 years. He is the current 
Chairman of the Northern Territory Business Council and former Chairman of the National ICN Executive Directors. 
He has a background in Trade and Commerce both domestically and internationally via his previous role with the NT 
Chamber of Commerce and is currently in Board or committee positions with Master Builders NT, Manufacturers Council, 
Energy Club, NT Government’s Procurement Review Board and its Buy Local sub-Committee. 
 
Hon Nicole Manison,Deputy Chief Minister, Minister for Mining and Industry, Northern Territory 
Government 

Nicole is a born and bred Territorian, passionate about making a positive difference in her community. 
She has been the Member for Wanguri since 2013 and is also Deputy Chief Minister, Minister for Police, Fire and 
Emergency Services, Minister for Mining and Industry, Minister for Northern Australia and Trade, Minister for Defence 
Industries, Minister for Agribusiness and Aquaculture and Minister for International Education.   
Nicole’s driving passion is to create more jobs across the Northern Territory and grow the economy.  She believes that 
will create better opportunities for all Territorians and strengthen our schools, health system, housing and community 
safety. 
Nicole is a proud local and grew up in the Wanguri electorate.  She went to local schools including Holy Spirit School, 
Dripstone Middle School and Casuarina Senior College before attending Curtin University and studying Journalism and 
Public Relations.  She has worked in the NT public sector and in the WA private sector in communications and human 
resources.  She has also worked as a media adviser and a senior government adviser. 
Nicole has always loved sport and fitness.  She played and coached for the Waratah Netball Club for many years and 
has won two premierships with the Waratah Football Club.  Nicole still enjoys running to keep herself fit and active.  She 
has completed a marathon and hopes to run another one day. 
Nicole lives in the Wanguri electorate with her husband Scott and their children Aiden, Grace and Chloe. 
 
Mr Jason Schoolmeester, Major Projects Commissioner, NT Govt 

As Major Projects Commissioner, Jason co-leads Investment Territory with a focus on the Territory’s pipeline of 
facilitated and strategic projects, including projects granted Major Project Status, and facilitates a whole-of-government 
approach to winning investment. 
With more than 20 years’ experience in the NT Public Service, Jason has held leadership roles in economic 
development, major projects and infrastructure and strategic policy development.  He has significant experience in 
delivering projects in the Defence, Energy, Gas, Manufacturing, Mining, Agribusiness and Space sectors.   
Jason led the North-East Gas Interconnector Project (now the Northern Gas Pipeline) resulting in the appointment of a 
proponent to connect the Northern and Eastern Gas Markets.  
As part of the Territory Government’s response to the pandemic, Jason supported the Territory Economic Reconstruction 
Commission in the provision of advice on accelerating the Territory’s economic rebound and positioning the Territory for 
growth.   
Most recently Jason spent 8 months in the Office of the Chief Minister leading work on the Territory Government’s 
economic and industry development agenda. 
Jason worked for 7 years as a commercial lawyer in the Solicitor for the Northern Territory, Department of the Attorney 
General and Justice, with a focus on major infrastructure and industry projects, including the Alice Springs to Darwin 
railway, a number of gas pipelines, and the Darwin Marine Supply Base among others. 
Jason is a Certified Practising Accountant with achievements in major government financial reform. 
Jason was born in and is now raising a family in the Northern Territory. 
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Mr Shaun Drabsch, Chief Executive Officer, Department of Industry, Tourism and Trade, Northern 
Territory Government 

Shaun is the Chief Executive Officer of the Department of Industry, Tourism and Trade. 
Prior to this, Shaun led the former Department of Trade, Business and Innovation following more than three decades of 
executive appointments spanning the public and private sectors. These roles include the role as Senior Economic 
Advisor to the former Queensland Premier Peter Beattie, the Assistant Coordinator General in Queensland and as Chief 
of Staff to a Federal Minister for Broadband, Communications and the Digital Economy. In each of these roles, Shaun 
has led the development and implementation of economic policy, infrastructure development and industry growth 
initiatives. 
A keen development economist, Shaun has a passion for stimulating new investment to support stronger, more 
prosperous communities. He has significant experience in delivering projects in the agriculture, resources and tourism 
sectors, as well as deep knowledge of parliament, cabinet and budget processes, land tenure, and corporate 
governance. 
Shaun has an honours degree in economics, is a PhD candidate in the field of infrastructure project governance, an 
Executive Fellow of the Australia New Zealand School of Government, and a graduate of the Australian Institute of 
Company Directors. 
 
Ms Leanne Taylor, Senior Director, Infrastructure NT 

As one of the inaugural team members seconded to establish Infrastructure NT, Leanne is currently supporting the 
Infrastructure Commissioner to reform Infrastructure Systems in accordance with the recommendations, from the 
Territory Economic Reconstruction Commission (which she also supported for six months on secondment in 2020).  With 
some 18 years’ experience in the planning for and delivery of social infrastructure for the Northern Territory Government, 
Leanne is concurrently leading the delivery of the Civic and State Square revitalisation in Darwin which includes the City 
Deals new art gallery. She is a long term Territorian who is passionate about place based planning and a sustainable 
future for the next generation.  Leanne Taylor, Senior Director, BSocSc, GradDipLegSt, MPSEM, EMPA, MRCSA. 
 
Ms Cassandra Schmidt, Director - Northern Territory and Exploration, APPEA 

Cassy, an Environmental Scientist with more than 20 years' experience in the industry, brings a great deal of regulatory 
and impact assessment experience to APPEA. She previously worked with exploration companies in the Beetaloo Basin 
and operational LNG and offshore facilities in the top end of Australia and the North Sea. Cassandra moved to Darwin 
6 years ago and also sits on the board of the Energy club NT. 
 
Ms Maddalyn McBeath, Commercial Manager, Industry Capability Network NT 

Maddalyn McBeath is the Commercial Manager of Industry Capability Network NT, where she coordinates the matching 
of opportunities to Northern Territory businesses, including by industry or regional capability mapping, and project 
facilitation on ICN Gateway. 
 
Mr Jason Howe, Executive Director - Gas Taskforce, Department of the Chief Minister & Cabinet, Northern 
Territory Government 

Jason is the Executive Director, Gas Taskforce for the Northern Territory Government Department of the Chief Minister 
and Cabinet. Jason and his team support Alister Trier, Gas Taskforce Chair to coordinate a whole of government effort 
to implement the Northern Territory Gas Strategy, which has a vision that by 2030 the Territory is a world leading hub 
for gas production, manufacturing and services.  
Jason has over 10 years executive experience across both the private and public sectors, leading a number of functions 
including: operations, project and commercial management; economic, industry, business and project development; 
health, safety, environmental and quality management; human resources management and organisational development. 
Jason graduated from Curtin University with a Bachelor of Commerce (human resources and industrial relations), a 
Bachelor of Science (psychology), a Post Graduate Diploma of Psychology (rehabilitation) and a Graduate Certificate in 
Professional Accounting, and also graduated from IE University with a Masters of Business Administration (corporate 
finance). 
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Mr Alexander Côté, Exploration & Appraisal Manager, Origin Energy 

Alexander Côté is the Exploration and Appraisal Manager for Upstream Growth at Origin Energy. He is both a 
Professional Engineer and a Chartered Financial Analysis. Alexander has 15 years of international oil and gas 
experience. He currently leads Origin’s exploration programmes in the Beetaloo, Canning, and Cooper Basins. Prior to 
working in Australia, Alexander worked on multiple shale development projects in North America including in the Montey, 
Marcellus, and Eagleford. 
 
Mr Alexander Underwood, CEO, Empire Energy 

Mr Underwood joined Empire Energy in 2018 as CEO with nearly 15 years of specialist upstream oil and gas investing 
and financing experience. Previously he spent 2 years with the Commonwealth Bank of Australia as Director in the 
Natural Resources Division and 9 years with Macquarie Bank as Associate Director in the Energy Markets Division. Mr 
Underwood commenced his career at BHP Billiton Petroleum as a financial analyst. 
 
Dr David Close, Vice President - Operations and External Affairs, Tamboran Resources 

David Close is currently the VP for Operations & External Affairs at Tamboran Resources. He holds a Ph.D. from the 
University of Oxford and a B.Sc. from the University of Tasmania. David has worked in a range of conventional and 
unconventional exploration and development roles across the USA, Canada and Australia – but he loves the Beetaloo 
the best. 
 
Dr Ian Scrimgeour, Executive Director, Northern Territory Geological Survey 

Ian Scrimgeour has a PhD in geology from the University of Adelaide, and has nearly 30 years of experience working in 
the resources sector in the Northern Territory in industry and government. Since 2006 he has been the Executive 
Director of the Northern Territory Geological Survey, and has been responsible for the Territory Government’s initiatives 
to grow the exploration sector, including the current $9.5 million per annum Resourcing the Territory initiative. This 
includes geoscience programs, exploration grants and promotion of the Territory’s resource potential and opportunities. 
 
Ms Cathryn Tilmouth, Executive Director - NT, Minerals Council of Australia 

Cathryn Tilmouth is a born and bred Northern Territorian of Aboriginal heritage with links to Central Australia through 
her Arrernte father. 
She joined the Minerals Council of Australia as the Executive Director of Northern Australia in February 2022, where 
she is proud to promote and advocate for the development and success of sustainable, dynamic and valued minerals 
industry in the Northern Territory and Northern Australia.  
Cathryn has extensive experience in Government policy and the Resources sector, having worked as policy adviser to 
both a Federal and Northern Territory Minister for Mines and Energy, and in regulatory reform for the Northern Territory 
Government, focusing on the legislative implementation of recommendations from the Pepper Inquiry into Hydraulic 
Fracturing in the Northern Territory as the Manager of Onshore Gas reform.  
Most recently, Cathryn worked as a Senior Government and Public Affairs Adviser for Australian owned gas company, 
Santos. 
 
Ms Tracy Jones, Superintendent of Community and Corporate Affairs, McArthur River Mining 

Tracy Jones is the Superintendent of Community and Corporate Affairs at McArthur River Mining. With over 30 years’ 
experience across the public and private sector, including time as Managing Director of her own agency, Tracy is a 
multi-award-winning corporate affairs and public relations counsel. 
A member of the Public Relations Institute of Australia, Tracy is highly skilled in corporate affairs, crisis communications, 
community engagement, media strategy, social media strategy and stakeholder engagement.  
With passion for respecting and preserving cultural heritage, Tracy is the driving force behind McArthur River Mining’s 
successful Indigenous Land Use Agreement. 
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Mr Brent Murdoch, Director & General Manager, Vista Gold Australia 

Mr Murdoch joined Vista Gold Australia November 2012 in the dual position of Director/General Manager Australia. With 
30 years of industry experience, including more than fifteen years' experience specialising in mine start-ups and large 
project construction, Mr Murdoch has substantial mining industry experience in gold, manganese, iron ore and 
copper.  Previous roles include management positions with Leighton Contractors at the Solomon and Yandi mines in 
Western Australia as well as General Manager of OM Manganese Pty Ltd and General Manager Construction for 
Harmony Gold at the Hidden Valley Mine in PNG.  Mr Murdoch is responsible for building the Mt Todd operating team, 
managing local stakeholder relationships and ultimately managing the operation of the Mt Todd mine. He earned his 
MBA in 2007 and a Diploma in Electronic Business in 2004 both from Murdoch University in Perth Australia and holds 
a Diploma in Occupational Health and Safety. He is currently studding Law at Charles Darwin University. 
 
Mr Jonathan Fisher, CFO, TNG Limited 

Mr Fisher is a highly-regarded senior mining and corporate finance executive with extensive experience spanning all 
aspects of accounting and reporting, corporate finance including debt and equity capital raising, stock exchange listings, 
financial analysis, government approvals, business strategy and commercial development 
Most recently, he was the CFO and Company Secretary of public unlisted environmental services company Tellus 
Holdings Ltd. Prior to that, he was the GM, Corporate Strategy for the former ASX-listed Atlas Iron Ltd., and responsible 
for Project Finance and Corporate Development at Atlantic Ltd 
Earlier in his career, Mr Fisher was a Director at PwC Strategy in Perth and a member of the Rothschild Natural 
Resources, Utilities & Infrastructure Team in London 
He holds a Bachelor of Laws and a Bachelor of Commerce from the University of Western Australia and a Master of 
Applied Finance from the Macquarie University. 
 
Ms Amy Dennison, Executive Director Environmental Regulation, Department of Environment, Parks and 
Water Security (NT) 

Amy is the Executive Director of the Environment Regulation Division in the Department of Parks, Environment and 
Water Security. She specialises in energy and environmental policy and has been committed to the sustainable 
economic development in the Northern Territory (NT) for over 12 years. She first came to the NT in 2010 as a solicitor 
at the Northern Land Council. She moved to Government in 2014 and has been mainly working in the environment and 
energy space during that period. Amy has a Bachelor of Engineering (Hons 1, University Medal) and a Bachelor of Laws 
from the University of New South Wales. She has a Master of Laws (University Medal) from the Centre for Energy, 
Petroleum, Mineral Law and Policy at the University of Dundee, UK. She completed a Masters of Public Administration 
as a Fulbright Scholar from the Harvard Kennedy School in 2019 and is currently working on a Master of Liberal Arts 
(Sustainability) from the Harvard Extension School as a Monash scholar. 
 
Ms Amy Dysart, Executive Director Water Resources, Department of Environment, Parks and Water 
Security (NT) 

Amy has a Master in water resource management and over 15 years’ experience providing water services in developing 
countries, regional centres and remote Aboriginal communities. She is currently Executive Director at the Northern 
Territory's Department of Environment, Parks and Water Security which is responsible for administration of the water 
act and water management arrangements across the Territory 
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CONFERENCE DAY TWO 

Thursday 5th May 2022 
 
Chair Day Two: Mr Ray Hall, Managing Director, EcOz Environmental Consultants 

Ray studied Geology at Macquarie University back before there was such a thing as an environmental science degree.  
He worked as an exploration Geologist and Geophysicist in western NSW and QLD before coming to the Territory in the 
early 1990’s. 
Ray was involved in the establishment of one of the first eco-tour companies – talking geology around Central Australia 
and keeping in line with the geology background developing the ability to say ‘cheers’ in most languages. 
Ray worked for the Federal Government with the Ranger Uranium Mine’s regulator in Jabiru for 5 years and then was 
instrumental in the establishment and growth of the Indigenous Land management movement across Australia, starting 
the Maningrida based Djelk Rangers in the early 1990’s and encouraging the development of the NLC’s Caring for 
Country Unit as well as the establishment of several other Ranger Groups.  This is now a national movement providing 
much needed entry level employment opportunities for remote Indigenous People as well as much needed Land 
Management Activities. 
Ray served a 6 year term on the board of Territory Natural Resource Management, hopefully assisting them transition 
from a fully Government funded to a self-sustaining NGO, through initiatives such as brokering environmental offsets.  
Ray is currently an Independent Director on the board of Injalak Arts at Gunbalanja as well as the Lahnhapuy Homelands 
Aboriginal Corporation at Yirrikala.  He served as the President of Darwin Surf Lifesaving Club for 7 years, resigning this 
year. 
Ray took on EcOz from its retiring founding Directors in 2006 and turned it into the NT’s largest environmental 
consultancy and the only large locally owned and operated one. 
Under Ray’s tutelage, EcOz is parochially Territorian, and has built the business to have over 30 staff so as to service 
– with locals – all of the environmental needs of developers and projects in the Territory. 
EcOz has offices in Darwin and Alice Springs and after many years of trying now has 2 Katherine-based people. 
 
Ms Tracey Lines, Acting Senior Director Freight and Logistics, Infrastructure NT 

Tracey is the Acting Senior Director of Freight and Logistics with Infrastructure NT, the Northern Territory’s Infrastructure 
Commission lead by Commissioner Louise McCormick.  
Tracey is an Economist with post graduate qualifications in Maritime and Logistics Management and has worked in 8 
ports in Australia and 10 internationally from Papua New Guinea to Germany, Singapore, Shanghai, Spain and 
Amsterdam. Tracey has previously worked as an advisor to Infrastructure Australia on National Port Strategy and 
National Land Freight Strategy and has held roles with Aurizon Rail and the Clean Energy Finance Corporation. Tracey 
was named the National Ports Leader in 2012 and Queensland’s Export Champion in 2010, has held a number of board 
roles including national and international roles with the Chartered Institute of Transport and Logistics and is a published 
author of economic theory.  
Tracey is a recent arrival to the Northern Territory but is a long term advocate for the development of Northern Australia. 
Most importantly she is Mum to two adult sons, Jaxon and Braithe. 
 
Mr Gerard Reiter, Chief Executive Officer, Aqua Aerem 

Gerard Reiter is CEO of Aqua Aerem, the proponent of the 10GW Desert Bloom Hydrogen project based in the NT, and 
Managing Director of Axcentium Pty Ltd, a boutique consulting firm specialising in providing electrical engineering and 
asset management advice to clients throughout Australia. 
Gerard has extensive experience in the national electricity market, specialising in power systems and transmission 
system design as well as prescribed network business activities and has been integral in advising Governments on 
some of the most critical issues the electricity sector must address as renewable energy replaces carbon-based energy. 
He has previously worked for Powerlink and TransGrid in executive roles and was appointed a Director of Transgrid in 
2021. 
 
Mr Colin Abbott, NT Regional Manager, Industry Capability Network NT 

Colin commenced in the role of Industry Advisor, Katherine for ICN NT to assist businesses in Katherine and the Big 
Rivers Region, now extending to the Barkly region, understand project opportunities and gain access through the ICN 
Gateway. With an established background in business and business development, he works with businesses to develop 
and review profiles, set-up notifications, and assist them in submitting compliant expressions of interest to maximise 
their impact. Developing and maintaining relationships with project owners and other stakeholders enables Colin to 
ensure businesses across the regions are aware of potential opportunities and updates they can consider in their forward 
business planning.  
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Mr Stefan Hladenki, Territory Stakeholder Manager, Sun Cable 

Stefan is Sun Cable’s Territory Relationship Manager and leads Sun Cable’s engagement and agreement making with 
Industry, Government and Indigenous stakeholders in the Territory. 
Stefan has over a decade of experience working on environment, infrastructure and planning policy and projects across 
in Australia and Africa.  
He is an experienced public sector administration professional, whose career has included roles such as inaugural CEO 
of Jabiru Kabolkmakmen Ltd and senior roles in the Victorian and Northern Territory government’s focused on 
infrastructure policy, industry development and the revitalisation and redevelopment of Jabiru and Kakadu. 
Stefan has a Masters of Environment (Sustainable Cities, Sustainable Regions) from the University of Melbourne and a 
Bachelor of Arts (Development Studies), Honours from the Australian National University. 
Stefan is passionate about the Territory and enjoys being out in the field engaging with stakeholders across the project 
footprint of Sun Cable’s flagship project the Australia-Asia PowerLink. 
 
Mr Jason Dickfos, Head of Growth, EDL 

Jason Dickfos joined sustainable energy producer EDL in February 2005 and was appointed Head of Growth, Technical 
in April 2016. He was named Head of Growth in early 2020. Jason leads the global Growth Team, focusing on originating, 
developing and acquiring new distributed energy solutions across EDL’s global business. 
Prior to his current role with EDL, he was the LNG Plant Project Manager for the West Kimberley Power Project and 
part of the Business Development team. Before joining EDL, Jason had more than 10 years’ experience in the oil and 
gas industry working in both project delivery and operations roles at remote oil refineries, oilfields and gas processing 
facilities in Australia, Papua New Guinea and the USA. He has a Bachelor’s degree in Chemical Engineering and a 
Master’s degree in Business Administration - Technology Management. 
 
Mr Robert Boshammer, Director, Cambridge Gulf Ltd 

Robert has been farming in the Ord River for 35 years. In that time the family have grown over 30 different crop types 
He has been involved commercially in the development of new farms in the Ord, in the west Kimberley and in the NT. 
His passion is small/medium business development, as this is where the passion of the dream is melded through the 
realities of life to meet outcomes. 
While on the Board of Cambridge Gulf Ltd, this company has taken over the management of Wyndham Port, developed 
a fuel import and distribution chain, established a retail fuel business, and developed JVs with traditional owners 
importing and distributing fuel in Nhulunbuy and Weipa. Prior to this, he had developed a fuel retail facility in JV with 
TOs at Timber Creek. 
His belief is that business has to develop in partnership with TOs if northern Australia is to develop into the community 
we desire. 
 
Mr Nigel Doyle, Managing Director, Territory Sands 

Nigel is the Managing Director of Territory Sands Pty Ltd. Both he and the company head office are based in Darwin. 
Nigel is a geologist by profession and has worked all but one of his 24 years as a geologist in the Northern Territory. 
Nigel has work in extractive minerals, uranium and bulk minerals (phosphate and potash) during this time. Nigel was a 
founding partner of Territory Sands in 2019. 
 
Ms Catherine White, General Manager – Business and Workforce, Department of Industry, Tourism and 
Trade (NT) 

Catherine White is a highly qualified and multi-faceted executive leader with 30 years’ experience and leadership across 
the business, training and employment sectors.  Her current role is General Manager of Business and Workforce in the 
Department of Industry Tourism and Trade.  Known for her communication skills and strengths in working in cross 
cultural settings with a strong track record of leading teams and delivering results in challenging and changing 
environments. 
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Mr Owen Pike, Director and General Manager, MMC Australia Pty Ltd 

Owen Pike is a Director and General Manager of MMC Australia which is a family owned and operated business. MMC 
operate in the Oil & Gas and Mining and construction sectors.  
Owen has lived in the NT since 1993 and after completing an Economics degree at UWA returned to Darwin to work in 
the family business. This has allowed him to perform varied roles within the business over the last 18 years as industry 
sectors have developed in the NT.  
Owen previously has held a position on the Manufacturers Council committee for 6 years and was the Chairman in 2014 
to 2019.  
Owen is a passionate Territorian and local business advocate establishing and supporting significant initiatives to drive 
positive local content and industry outcomes delivering benefits to NT businesses. This goes hand in hand with Owens 
passion for developing local skilled trades people. 
 
Ms Amelia Nuku, Executive Officer, Industry Skills Advisory Council NT 

Amelia is the Executive Director of the Industry Skills Advisory Council NT (ISACNT). 
ISACNT is an independent, not-for-profit organisation that provides advice and gathers intelligence on workforce 
development, training packages development, skill shortages and workforce solutions in the Northern Territory. 
Amelia has over 25 years of experience working in Vocational, Education & Training throughout the Northern Territory. 
Amelia has successfully developed quality initiatives and programs that have created sustainable training and 
employment opportunities for Territorians, achieved positive business outcomes, and contributed to increasing our local 
skilled workforce. 
Amelia is very passionate about increasing our local skilled workforce, creating jobs for Territorians and increasing local 
industry capacity and capability to strengthen our economy. 
 
Mr John Jansen, Board Member, Territory Resources Services Association Inc (TRSA) 

John was raised in the pastoral industry of the Northern Territory. John has spent most of his life in rural and remote 
Australia. His professional life includes ownership and management roles in the pastoral, transport, tourism, retail and 
business services industries. Over the last decade John has worked with Indigenous business development and training.  
John is passionate about the developing the north in the NT. John wants to make sure people who own businesses who 
operate in rural and remote areas of the NT get their fair share of contracts and treated fairly from all mineral, gas 
exploration and defence development activity going on in the NT now. 
John wants local businesses to be part of these exciting times so we can build more business opportunities in rural and 
remote NT.  
John is passionate about developing the work force in the remote areas of the NT to service all industries. 


