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Diamond Drilling 
What is diamond drilling? 
Diamond drilling utilises a hollow drill bit 
encrusted with industrial diamonds to produce a 
‘stick’ of core that preserves details of geology, 
ground conditions and mineralogy. 
 

Why use diamond drilling? 
Diamond drilling provides very detailed and high 
quality information at depth  which is used to 
validate results from other exploration  programs 
that have indicated mineralisation potential. It can 
be used to determine the grade and extent of gold 
mineralisation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What’s involved in the drilling? 
• The diamond drill cuts into the rock, producing 

a solid cylinder of core. Cut rock is prevented 
from falling back into the hole by a wedge 
shaped core lifter mounted at the base of the 
barrel.   
 

• When the barrel is full (~3m core) it can be 
drawn to the surface where core is removed 
and placed in core trays. 

• When drilling, the bit is lubricated with water 
which is pumped to the cutting face down 
inside the rods and the sides of the hole. 

• Holes are typically 200m to 1000m in depth. 

 
 
 

 
What is the impact? 
The diamond drill rig is located inside a custom-
built acoustic shed and can operate 24 hours a 
day. It is fully lined so that any spills of water or 
hydrocarbons  
are contained. Noise monitoring is conducted at 
the closest residences to ensure there is minimal 
impact. 
 

The duration of each hole can take up to several 
weeks to finish depending on ground conditions 
and may have numerous holes drilled from the 
same location, extending the time the rig remains 
at one site.  
 

Holes will be grouted once complete up to 1 
metre below surface and then backfilled with 
original soil material. The drill pad area will be 
rehabilitated back to its original condition, 
including revegetation if appropriate. 
 

 
 

How do I find out more? 

Please contact the Fosterville Gold Mine 
Community Team via the general enquiries email 
and phone details below: 
 

Mail:  Fosterville Gold Mine  
McCormicks Road 
Fosterville, VIC, 3557 

Phone: 03 5439 9000  
Email: FGM.Community@agnicoeagle.com 
Web: fgmcommunity.com.au 
For information about your rights as a landholder 

please go to: 

https://minerals.org.au/sites/default/files/Introduct

ion%20to%20Victoria%27s%20Minerals%20Res

ources%20Act%201990_July%202020.pdf 

This is the Land Access Guide prepared by the 

Minerals Council of Victoria and Victorian 

Farmers Federation. Otherwise the Fosterville 

Gold Mine community team can provide a hard 

copy of the guide.  

Diamond drill rig inside noise 

attenuation shed. 

Diamond drill rig noise attenuation shed. 
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