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Airborne LiDAR Survey 
What is a LiDAR survey? 
LiDAR stands for Light Detection and Ranging 
and utilises pulsed laser light to map terrain in 
detail. The survey is completed using a small 
aircraft with a LiDAR scanner attached. The 
scanner uses swathes of light to measure a 
detailed digital terrain model (DTM), down to 
centimetre resolution. 
 
An aerial photography survey will also occur 1-2 
days after the LiDAR is flown. 
 

Why use a LiDAR survey? 
LiDAR surveys are used to create very detailed 
digital terrain models of the land. 
 
The data can be used to assess earth works and 
dumps within the mine area, the location of rock 
outcrops, exact slope information and locations of 
culture and buildings to a detailed scale.   
 

What’s involved in the survey? 
• The survey is undertaken by a small plane 

flying over the mine and lease areas at a 
flying height of 3500” (1066m).  

 

• The plane will be flying at 270km/hr and will 
be flying back and forth across the mine 
lease for 40 minutes to 1 hour. 

 

• The light pulses will not be visible from this 
distance, and there will be no impact on the 
ground. 

 

• A second flight, 1-2 days after the LiDAR 
survey will be flown to collect air photography 
to link with the LiDAR survey. This flight will 
also be for 40 minutes to an hour in duration. 

 
 

What is the impact? 
There is no impact on the ground, the light 
emitted from the scanner is not visible and will not 
be seen by people or animals. 
 
The noise from the aircraft is minimal and will 
pass quickly. 
 

 
      

How do I find out more? 

Please contact the Fosterville Gold Mine 
Community Team via the general enquiries email 
and phone details below: 
 
Mail:  Fosterville Gold Mine  

McCormicks Road 
Fosterville, VIC, 3557 

Phone: 03 5439 9000  
Email: FGM.Community@agnicoeagle.com  
Web: fgmcommunity.com.au 
 
For information about your rights as a landholder 

please go to:  

https://minerals.org.au/sites/default/files/Introduct

ion%20to%20Victoria%27s%20Minerals%20Res

ources%20Act%201990_July%202020.pdf 

 

for a copy of the Land Access Guide prepared by 

the Minerals Council of Victoria and Victorian 

Farmers Federation. Otherwise please contact a 

member of the Fosterville Gold Mine community 

team to request a copy of the guide. 
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