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Water Quality Monitoring 
What is the purpose? 
Water monitoring is conducted to ensure that 
Fosterville Gold Mine’s (FGM) operations do not 
impact on the water quality downstream of the 
mining site or to nearby groundwater users or 
associated aquatic ecosystems. 
 

FGM ensures water is monitored and managed in 
accordance with its mining licence conditions and 
relevant water quality limits. Regular monitoring 
also ensures any changes in water levels or water 
quality are recognised and investigated further. 
 

Surface water monitoring provides information on 
the integrity of the stormwater management 
system, which is designed to capture runoff from 
waste rock dumps and internal roads through a 
network of dams and drains.  Surface water from 
upstream of the mine site is diverted to ensure it 
remains unimpacted by the mining operation. 
 

Where is monitoring completed? 
Fosterville Gold Mine undertakes routine water 
sampling at designated monitoring locations, 
including dams, pits, groundwater bores, drains 
and external sites such as the Campaspe River 
and Axe Creek. 
 

 
 

What water quality limits are used? 
Water quality is compared against the Australian 
and New Zealand Guidelines for Fresh and Marine 
Water Quality (ANZECC Guidelines) to identify any 
water quality exceedances. If exceedances occur, 
the water quality data is compared against the 
historical trend to identify any potential mine 
impact. 

 

What monitoring methods are used? 
Water quality sampling is usually undertaken on a 
monthly basis, with some sites sampled more or 
less frequently. Water samples are also taken after 
large rainfall events when the creeks and drains 
are more actively flowing. 
 

Surface water samples are collected using a long 
pole that can extend out into open water bodies, 
whilst groundwater samples are collected from 
bores using pumps. When sampling groundwater 
the water level is measured, then the water is 
purged and sampled. 
 

 
 

Water is collected and tested for a range of 
analytes, which is determined by the purpose and 
location of the sampling site. Some common 
testing that occurs includes pH, EC and heavy 
metals content. Samples are sent to a NATA 
accredited laboratory for testing and the results are 
entered into a database. 
 

The results from the monitoring program are 
provided to the regulators (Earth Resources 
Regulation, Goulburn Murray Water and 
Environment Protection Agency) and are 
discussed with other stakeholders and community 
representatives at FGM’s quarterly Environmental 
Review Committee meetings. 
 

How do I find out more? 
Please contact the Fosterville Gold Mine 
Community Team via the general enquiries email 
and phone details below: 
Mail:  Fosterville Gold Mine 

McCormicks Road 
Fosterville, VIC, 3557 

Phone: 03 5439 9000 
Email: FGM.Community@agnicoeagle.com 
Web: fgmcommunity.com.au 
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Water Monitoring Locations 
 

 


