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FOSTERVILLE GOLD MINE - ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW COMMITTEE 

 
14 August 2019 

 
MINUTES  

 
 

Tour Undertaken at 9.30am 

Attendance: 
Lynley Strachan – GMW                                           Tim Harrington – Community Representative 
Dan Salmon – ERR                                                   Felicia Binks - FGM 
Barrie Winzar – Community Representative             Ion Hann - FGM 
 

Areas visited: Paste Plant & Vent Shaft 

 

Meeting Opened at: 11:00am Minutes by: Trudi Jackson 

Attendance:  
Clare Fountain - Chairperson 
Felicia Binks – FGM 
Trudi Jackson – FGM 
Will Wettenhall- FGM 
Erin Simpson - FGM 
Rachel Spencer - FGM 
Ion Hann – FGM 
Lance Faulkner - FGM 
Dan Salmon - ERR 
Frank Casimir - CoGB 
Lynley Strachan - GMW 
James Courtman – EPA 
Ashley Elliot – Goldfields Revegetation 
Tim Harrington – Community Representative 
Barrie Winzar – Community Representative 

Apologies 
Paul Rutzou - ERR 
Bob Disken - ERR 
Cr James Williams – CoGB 
Jack Baseggio - FGM 
Observers 
Nil 

 
Meeting Commenced 
Clare Fountain commenced the meeting and welcomed everyone. Clare also thanked the Community 
Representatives who volunteer their time to attend the ERC and how their participation is appreciated. Clare then 
asked the committee if anyone would like to declare a new conflict of interest to add to the existing register. There 
was no response from the committee however Clare identified that she sits on the board of a co-op who won a 
‘Great Ideas Grant’ from the City of Greater Bendigo, an initiative that is sponsored by FGM, this was recorded as 
a new conflict. Clare identified that the meeting was being recorded for minute taking purposes and that the 
recording would be deleted on finalisation of the minutes. 
 
Minutes of the Previous Meeting  
Jeff (via email) referred to page 4 under the air quality section of the previous minutes stating that the 7 events 
above operating design should be 17 events. Barrie referred to his name being incorrectly spelt on page 2. 
 
Moved: Barrie Winzar 
Seconded: Lynley Strachan 
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Action Items 
 
Historical Tailings  
 
FGM have received a quote for hydro seeding historical tailings, awaiting improvement in weather conditions to 
allow machinery access for ripping. Tim asked whether there would be landscaping on the tailings to which Erin 
replied that only hydro seeding would be done as that is all that has been approved. Tim commented that he would 
expect this to set a precedent for the treatment of tailings. If mining activities ever encroached on additional 
historical tailings they should be left in situ and not moved, noting that he believed it would have been easy to 
achieve a greater outcome than the current one. Felicia responded that this will not set a precedent as they are 
located on crown land that is managed by DELWP, the tailings are historical and therefore protected by Heritage 
Victoria and they occur in an area that does not have any active mining activities, noting that any future interactions 
with historical tailings will be treated on a case by case basis. 
 
 
ERC Terms of Reference 
 
Will highlighted that a code of conduct had been added to section 5.3 of the ToR as a result of feedback and 
section 5.4 had been updated to allow for visitors and observers including how they can contribute to the ERC 
process. The ToR provide a structure for the process but do not change how the process operates. Frank identified 
that CoGB were happy to be involved in the ERC process but did not want to drive it. ERR’s preference is for the 
chair to be independent, their ERC review will be released by end of year but should not impact FGM’s ERC as it 
is functioning well. Barrie highlighted his disappointment from previous ERR ERC reviews that there were no 
requirements or commitments for regulators to attend. Barrie noted that there were no provisions for extraordinary 
meetings, Felicia agreed to update ToR accordingly. Barrie also questioned whether it is possible to have wording 
around extensions to meetings if important topics are not completed in the time allocated.  
 
Tim questioned the last paragraph on page three asking what the company would do to equip the ERC members 
to perform their jobs. Will responded that site tours, facts sheets and additional information were available to which 
Tim responded that it was no different to now. Felicia said that FGM will put some thought into this. Will also noted 
that the ToR were not a static document and could be reviewed to reflect any additional changes that may be 
required. 
 
Ion noted that Jeff had resigned from the ERC, that he had spoken to him and had a deep respect for Jeff, he had 
been a tremendous asset to the committee and will be missed. He left on good terms and had made a tremendous 
contribution over an extended period of time. Tim asked why he resigned to which Ion responded that Jeff had 
been unsure of running again and didn’t think that he would. He also didn’t think the ToR reflected how well the 
committee runs. 
 
Ventilation Upgrade 
As per presentation by Lance Faulkner 
 
 
Other Business 
None 
 
 
OPERATIONS REPORT (as per Operations Report issued to members) 
 
Safety 
 
As per the report 
 
Environment and Community Report  
As per report and presentation 
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Discussion 
 
Fauna Survey 
 
Barrie was curious as to what the annual fauna survey showed. Will responded that the bird survey was the first 
stage and reptile/mammals were second stage. No report had been received yet but will noted that the findings 
will be presented at the ERC when they come through.  
 
Building inspections 
 
Barrie requested feedback on building inspections, Will responded that was difficult as the findings are specific to 
the landholders. Will noted that Terrock had been engaged to provide the service as they are a specialised provider 
including structural engineers. Landholders are given copies of the inspection reports they create. Tim asked how 
many had been completed to which will responded 4, explaining that the process was in its infancy and would take 
a while for people to become aware of the offering. Clare asked if it was open to any landholders to which will 
responded yes if justified. 
 
Environmental Incidents 
 
Tim noted that where trucks park at the A-G road intersection they often leak fuel out of the tank breather. Ion 
noted that FGM will look into that. 
 
Robbins Hill Evaporation Sprays 
 
Will noted that the Robbins Hill Evaporation Sprays had been decommissioned, eliminating the risk of further spray 
drift incidents in the area. Tim asked how the pipes were disposed of to which Rachel responded that testing had 
been done on the material inside the pipes and had classified it as Category B PIW. Lynley asked what would 
happen to the heap leach pad to which Will noted that the material would be removed and used in the tailings dam 
lift. Felicia noted it will drop the height of the leach pads by metres. Once this has been removed the area will 
become passive evaporation pans minimising the risk of dust blowing off the top. 
 
Ion explained that the heap leach material will be used for the inner wall as it is perfect for structural use however 
due to the chemical content of the material (salt etc) it will not be exposed and will be capped with oxide material 
from hunts waste dump. 
 
Water Quality 
 
Tim asked Will how long he expects brass foot valves will impact water quality results, Will responded that he 
wasn’t sure but didn’t expect it to be long. Tim questioned why the results were suddenly showing copper and zinc 
and questioned if it was because the fittings were corroding to which Will confirmed. Felicia noted that because 
there is no copper or zinc in the rock it is obvious when a brass valve is being used in a monitoring bore. 
 
Lynley questioned the rise in pH and arsenic in dam results, Felicia noted pH increase likely with rain and arsenic 
wasn’t far outside historical values noting the dam had only been sampled for one year. 
Will noted that an EPA accredited consultant was reviewing the water quality reporting standards, Lynley 
questioned whether they were reviewing the fieldwork. Will flagged that it was currently a desktop study but they 
would be undertaking an audit of water sampling and will shadow the team for a few days. 
 
Air Quality  
 
As per report and presentation 
 
Will highlighted that a technical memo had been supplied to the EPA relating to particulate matter monitoring, 
Barrie asked if there had been a response. Will said it had only just been supplied and James Courtman said it 
would be passed onto the EPA technical expert. 
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Noise 
As per report and presentation 
 
Tim noted that the distance from the road to the monitoring location would be beneficial as he doesn’t hear cars 
from his house but can hear mine noise. Erin noted that at FVP9 in particular, distant traffic is noted as it comes 
from Axedale-Goornong Rd. Felicia highlighted that traffic can become a ‘white noise’ as it can be a consistent 
source. Tim requested more context around additional noise sources in future. 
 
Community 
 
As per the report and presentation 
 
Frank asked if ERC minutes are made public or if there is an intention to make them public. Clare informed Frank 
that they were not currently made public and were not planned to be made public. 
 
Exploration 
 
As per the report 
 
Operations Report 
 
As per the report 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Historical Rehabilitation 
 
Tim flagged the plastic guarding on historic rehabilitation (approx. 10-20 years) and asked whose responsibility it 
was to remove it. Felicia responded by saying recent planting (last 2 years) had just been added to the to do list 
and would be removed by FGM. Ash noted that cartons were now used for planting as they decompose and don’t 
restrict plant growth. 
 
Fosterville Family and Friends Day 
 
September 29th at 10.30 
 
Axedale-Goornong Rd  
 
Trees being inspected by arborist, major modifications would require VicRoads input. Council are progressing 
changes to road after acknowledging mine/landholder concerns for the intersection. 
 
 
Action Items 
 

 Historical Tailings - Progression of hydro seeding and ripping  
 

 Volume of oxide material left on site 
 

 ERC Terms of Reference update 
 

 CIL Evaporation Pans operation 
 
Meeting Closed 2-00pm  
 



5 

 

Next Meeting: 
Tuesday 12th of November 2019 


