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FOSTERVILLE GOLD MINE - ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW COMMITTEE 

 
12 November 2019 

 
MINUTES  

 

Tour Undertaken at 9.30am 

Attendance: 
Lynley Strachan – GMW                                           Will Wettenhall – FGM  
James Williams – CoGB                                             
Barrie Winzar – Community Representative              
 

Areas visited: Robbins Hill Evaporation Pans and Biosolids Trial Area on RSF2 

 

Meeting Opened at: 11:00am Minutes by: Trudi Jackson 

Attendance:  
Clare Fountain - Chairperson 
Felicia Binks – FGM 
Trudi Jackson – FGM 
Will Wettenhall- FGM 
Jack Baseggio - FGM 
Rachel Spencer - FGM 
Ion Hann – FGM 
Steve Gannon - FGM 
Bob Disken - ERR 
Lynley Strachan - GMW 
Paul Ratajczyk – EPA 
Cr James Williams – CoGB 
Tim Harrington – Community Representative 
Barrie Winzar – Community Representative 

Apologies 
Paul Rutzou – ERR 
Frank Casimir - CoGB 
Ashley Elliot – Goldfields Revegetation 
 
Observers 
Nil 

 
Meeting Commenced 
Clare Fountain commenced the meeting and welcomed everyone. Clare also thanked the Community 
Representatives who volunteer their time to attend the ERC and how their participation is appreciated. Clare then 
asked the committee if anyone would like to declare a new conflict of interest to add to the existing register. There 
was no response from the committee. 
 
Minutes of the Previous Meeting  
 
Moved: Barrie Winzar 
Seconded: Tim Harrington 
 
Action Items 
 
ERC Terms of Reference 
 
Bob referred to the ERC TOR and commended the document. He then made reference to page 2, section 3.1, 
second paragraph. Bob said that ERR received a letter 18 months ago from the City of Greater Bendigo advising 
they will no longer be formally involved in the ERC committee process. Felicia said yes this was the case however 
they are still happy to be involved on the committee. James suggested perhaps the wording needs to be changed 
from assembled. Will responded by stating the TOR reflect the process that had recently occurred. In the selection 
of the community representatives there was 2 x CoGB representatives and 1 x FGM representative involved. The 
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CoGB was not involved in the process of advertising for the positions. James then stated he was comfortable with 
the wording after the explanation provided.  
 
Will said the TOR will be finalised and they can be revisited annually. Lynley said that she has sent some feedback 
via email and Will said that this feedback had been incorporated into the current version.  
 
Motion to accept FGM ERC Terms of Reference v1 as Final 
Moved: Will Wettenhall 
Seconded:  Barrie Winzar  
 
Clare added that in the TOR, the role of chair is to be reviewed every two years and she has been in the role for 3 
years. As an action a review will be completed next year. 
 
Volume of Oxide Onsite 
 
Ion spoke about the volume of oxide remaining on site and future rehab requirements. On current calculations the 
oxide required to complete rehabilitation projects is 1.25 million m3. A recent survey indicated that there is 3.3 
million m3 of oxide available. The top soil requirement is 142,000 m3 and FGM have 232,000 m3 available on site. 
It has taken a few months of work to provide the calculations and the volumes have been divided into oxide, trans 
oxide and clay and these materials are tied up in waste dumps. It does not include any waste rock going back into 
pits. 
 
Tim sought clarification around the removal of the rehabilitation from these oxide waste dumps and that no offsets 
would be required as that was consider in FGM’s planning. Ion confirmed that no offsets would be required. Tim 
also asked if the rehabilitation can be managed gradually i.e. not all the waste rock would be exposed for extended 
periods of time before the rehabilitation occurs. Ion said that this would always be our objective. Tim reinforced his 
question by stating there is a lot of positivity around how the waste dumps currently blend in, but this would soon 
become negative if they were exposed and noticeable. 
 
Historical Tailings  
 
As discussed in Environment and Community Report 
 
Other Business 
 
Felicia Binks – Rehes Pit 
 
Tim Harrington – several points for discussion 
 
CIL Tails 
As per presentation by Steve Gannon 
 
James asked how much water per day would be treated through the RO Plant. Steve said it can accommodate a 
feed rate of 2ML per day. Lynley asked if the CIL and RO were separate. Steve advised that the Mine Water 
Treatment plant has a pre treatment circuit and then the RO circuit. Bob asked about the timeframes for all the 
works. Steve said the Aster plant will be built by February next year and may take up to 6 months to get up and 
running. By 2021 it is hoped that brine from the RO plant will go to the evaporation pans. 
 
Lynley asked how long until the RO plant was operational. Steve said it is currently operating and the usage of 
Epsom class B water has decreased. Bob asked if eventually FGM will still need Epsom water. Steve responded, 
advising the water requirement for the plant is 2.4 ML/day and with an RO feed of 2.0 ML/day, that produces 
1.5ML/day of clean water, there is a deficit. Therefore there will still be a requirement to use Epsom water, but 
perhaps it will now allow someone else to tap into the water. Barrie said this was not allowed previously. Felicia 
added that this would require approvals. Paul said that if there was an excess in water and Coliban Water can 
complete an EIP, approval may be given by the EPA. Felicia said it was not our water, only our infrastructure. Tim 
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said he could recall Barrie’s point and that Coliban Water made it clear that no other third parties can use the water 
and this included the CFA.   
 
OPERATIONS REPORT (as per Operations Report issued to members) 
 
Safety 
 
As per the report 
 
Bob asked if the incidents are due the increase in people on site. Ion stated that there are number of factors. With 
all the new projects there is an increase in new construction and a higher activity level. In reference to the tailings 
incident Bob mentioned that 1 week before the incident the tank was filled with water and proved to be okay. It was 
still under commissioning so had not been handed over yet. Ion commented that it was ultimately the responsibility 
of FGM. Bob reiterated that is was a catastrophic event. Tim asked about where the bolts gave way and if was 
there any disruption to these flanges in their engineering. Ion said the vertical flange is where the failure came 
about. Tim said he appreciated that the information is being shared as there is some versions of events getting 
around that are very wild. 
 
Bob said that Worksafe are the lead regulator and that the investigation is still to be completed, with Ion stating he 
would expect the Worksafe investigation to take the full two years. James asked if there has been some delay to 
the Paste Plant project. Ion said that after some time FGM have been able to continue and that a 3-month delay 
has been allowed for in the schedule. Barrie asked if the employees directly involved were okay. Ion said they were 
not physically hurt but it was extremely traumatic so we are looking at the long-term effects. 
 
Tim referred to the rock bolt shearing event and asked if it was a 1/500 or a 1/1000 anomaly. Ion said that nothing 
appears to have moved so it was not sheared. Metallurgical testing has been completed on the rock bolt and no 
issues were identified. At the moment there is no explanation. Lynley asked how long the rock bolt had been 
installed. Ion replied that it was a couple of months.  
 
Referring to the void opening Tim asked if there was potential for this to occur again. Ion advised it would be very 
unlikely and this event had occurred over time.  
 
In response to the Epsom Class B pipeline leaks Paul mentioned there is a level of nervousness from authorities 
around what we have seen over time. The recent data provided by FGM to the EPA in regards to dust monitoring 
is being reviewed by experts in Melbourne and feedback should be provided within a couple of weeks.  
 
Tim asked about the process for the recent exploration land release and if it was a cut and dry tender process or 
based on an expression of interest. Ion said the process considers native title, expenditure, what your history is, 
what kind of community programs you have and what is your capacity to develop and mine any resource discovery. 
Tim then asked if it is based on money to which Ion said no. James mentioned that there has been a bit of angst 
within the community about the way it was released.  
 
Environment and Community Report  
As per report and presentation 
Discussion 
 
TSF2 Biosolids Trial 
 
Barrie asked if the Ferny Cotula was native. Rachael advised that it was naturalised from South Africa. Bob asked 
if this trial could lead to long-term application. Will said yes and what was extra promising is that this is planted into 
oxide and the soil quality has increased. It may be possible to use top soils in other areas. Tim commented that if 
we can get things to grow and thrive it is better than bald hills. Barrie asked if FGM expects the quality to last. 
Rachael said it will improve with the growth which in turn breaks down and creates a cycle of improved quality. 
Bob mentioned that the biosolids fits into improved rehab which is apart of the EES.  
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Water Quality 
 
As per report and presentation 
 
Air Quality  
 
As per report and presentation 
 
Noise 
As per report and presentation 
 
Community 
 
As per the report and presentation 
 
Tim asked if FGM were disappointed with the attendance at the community meetings. Felicia responded that we 
could be but understand that the times of the meetings may not be ideal for some to attend, and people may be 
unaware even with the effort to send out individual notifications, advertising etc. Tim asked why do you think they 
do not engage. Will said this could be due to an increase in individual one-on-one engagements, we now have a 
multi-pronged approach and some people do not like to address things in an open meeting/space. Tim expressed 
his concern that people are not showing any interest and that when works do get approved a big problem will 
present itself. Barrie added that he was disappointed because of the response and disappointed in his own 
community.  
 
Exploration 
 
As per the report 
 
Operations Report 
 
As per the report 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Fire Season 
 
Tim asked about the upcoming fire season and if site emergency personal are familiar enough with the site. Felicia 
responded by saying we now have 7 full time ESO’s employed, with 2 full time ESO’s onsite at anytime. Two of 
these employees are Fire fighters and one is a paramedic. They will have the ability to be ready to respond. Tim 
asked if they were familiar to site. Felicia said they are familiar and they are responsible for the night time patrols. 
Barrie asked if we have engaged with the surrounding CFA’s. Felicia said we have a representative who meets in 
town regularly with all the emergency services. Barrie asked if Axedale and Goornong brigades have been in touch 
and Felicia said she thought they were through the meetings in town.  
 
Rehes Pit 
 
Felicia raised the longstanding request to backfill Rays Pit. A proposal had been sent through to DELWP to dig up 
the original oxide material from Rehes pit from the arenas on FGM land, and use the old haul road to back fill 
Rehes Pit. There are two top soil piles nearby that could be used for rehabilitation. 
 
Lynley requested that for groundwater bores with exceedances can their levels can be included in the information 
presented. Felicia said they were in the report but can be added to the presentation. Barrie also thanked the 
company for their attendance at the Fosterville Family and Friends Day, in particular Felicia and Ion. 
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Action Items 
 

 ERC Chair – Review of Performance  
 
Meeting Closed 2-00pm  
 
Next Meeting: 
 
Wednesday 5th of February 2020 


