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FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER 
 
Hi all, we trust everyone has been able to stay safe and well.  

 

As a business we feel incredibly fortunate in being able to 

continue to operate while other less fortunate businesses 

have been impacted by the various COVID restrictions and 

lockdowns. We acknowledge this privilege comes with a 

significant responsibility and obligation. To date we have 

seen tremendous effort and attitude from all our employees 

and local suppliers in diligently complying with COVID-19 

prevention measures. This will continue as we remain focused 

on protecting ourselves, our families and the community as 

we transition towards a normalised COVID-19 future. 

Some of you may know of the recent announcement that 

Kirkland Lake Gold, owners of Fosterville Gold Mine, are 

entering into a merger with another Canadian gold producer, 

Agnico Eagle Mines. The proposed merger will create a global 

leader in the gold industry. The merger still requires multiple 

approvals from shareholders/regulators and is not expected 

to be formalised until late 2021/early 2022. Kirkland Lake 

Gold CEO, Tony Makuch is the nominated CEO of the merged 

company and the support for the Fosterville operation, 

exploration and our local community remains unchanged. 

We recently also commenced the Fosterville Gold Mine 

Sustained Operations Project which aims to ensure the 

ongoing life of the mine for the next ten years. Information 

about this process can be found in the Fosterville Gold Mine 

Sustained Operations Project EES Referral Factsheet and 

you can learn more by visiting the Fosterville Gold Mine 

Sustained Operations Project EES virtual consultation room. 

RM Consulting Group have been engaged to facilitate the 

community consultation process and are also available to 

answer your questions.

Finally, I would like to thank all those who have given their 

time to participate in our ‘Community Voices’ survey. This 

survey, designed to provide community members with an 

opportunity to express their views and experiences of our 

operation and to assist us in improving our engagement 

with the surrounding community will conclude in November. 

A summary of the survey findings will be published in this 

newsletter at a later date.

As always, the Fosterville Community team 

is available to community members if 

there are any concerns or questions 

about our day to day operations.

Lance Faulkner - General Manager



To support the ongoing operations, FGM are 
proposing to extend activities on the site as part 
of a project called the FGM Sustained Operations 
Project. FGM has been working with regulators to 
establish the most appropriate approval pathway 
for the future of the operations and as such FGM 
has referred the FGM Sustained Operations Project 
to the Minister for Planning to determine if an 
Environmental Effects Statement (EES) is required. 

FGM has engaged AECOM consultants to assist with 
the perparation of the EES referral and any future 
EES documentation. AECOM have engaged RM 
Consulting Group (RMCG) to facilitate the community 
consultation process, and ensure that stakeholder 
views are thoroughly assessed and reported in the 
EES documentation. 

If you would like to find out more about the EES 
process or be included in future EES correspondence 
by RMCG, please contact RMCG on 03 5441 4821 or 
FostervilleEES@RMCG.com.au. Alternatively, please 
visit the FGM Sustained Operations Project EES 
virtual consultation room. 
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LOOKING TO A BATTERY POWERED FUTURE

Fosterville Gold Mine, is partnering with Sandvik to trial Sandvik’s new Battery Electric Loader. 

The new battery electric loader will be the equivalent 
capacity and size of FGM’s existing diesel-powered 
machines. The new technology will eliminate 
underground emissions and significantly reduce 
both heat and noise from the underground work 
environment.

The trial, beginning in early 2022, will be the second 
Sandvik Battery Electric Loader operating Australia 
and one of the first four operating in the world. At the 
completion of a successful trial FGM intend to purchase 
the loader and begin a gradual transition to a fully 
battery electric loader fleet.

A unique feature of the Sandvik Battery Electric 
Loader is its ability to quickly and simply swap out the 
battery cage. The battery swap involves lowering and 
disconnecting the main battery cage to the ground 
and using a dedicated smaller tramming (driving) 
battery to move the loader into position to pick up and 
automatically connect to a fully charged battery cage. 

This process requires no cranes or lifting infrastructure 
and can take as quick as 6 minutes. The battery is 
expected to last up to 3 hours and can charge in as little 
as 45 minutes. The battery alone weighs 10 tonnes and 
utilizes the very safe very stable Lithium Iron Phosphate 
(LFP) chemistry.



The Sugarloaf Mountain Range is a prominent feature 
recognised from both the air and ground, located less 
than a kilometere to the west of Fosterville Gold Mine. 

With an elevation that stands high above the 
surrounding area, the mountain has a small summit 
area, steep slopes and a local relief of approximately 
300m. Known by locals for its many motor bike 
and four wheel drive tracks, it is also of geological 
significance to the area.  

What type of rocks are found at Mount Sugarloaf? 
The area surrounding Fosterville Gold Mine is 
comprised of Lower Ordivician marine sediments. 
Over 443 million years ago, mud, sand and silt were 
deposited on the ocean floor, creating uniform layers 
of sediments that solidified, becoming what is known 
as a ‘turbidite’. 

While most of the turbidites seen in the region have 
uniform thicknesss and grain size, the Sugarloaf 
Range is unique in that it comprises of a coarse unit of 
sandstone greater than three meters thick. This unit 
is traceable along the line of the Sugarloaf Range for 
more than a kilometer with quartz grains ranging from 
3mm to 5mm  in size. 

It is thought that these coarse sediments were likely 
deposited in an underwater marine channel, which 
funneled sediments out onto the deeper ocean floor 
as nearby continental crust eroded.

How did Mount Sugarloaf form?
Experiencing multiple events of deformation after 
their deposition, these rocks were folded and faulted 
due to compressive tectonic forces squeezing the 
Bendigo region from east and west between 443 
and 419 million years ago, in an event known as the 
Silurian Benambran Deformation. 

The Fosterville region is defined by a series of west 
dipping thrust faults that trend to the North-North 
West, including the Sugarloaf, Fosterville and O’dwyers 
faults. The coarse, silicified sandstone which is highly 
resistant to weathering, in combination with thrust 
faulting in the area is thought to have caused Mount 
Sugarloaf to be elevated from its surroundings. 

All three of these sub-parallel faults are endowed with 
anomalous gold and have been previously mined, with 
similar styles of mineralisation to what is currently 
being mined at Fosterville Gold Mine. 
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GEOLOGY FEATURE:
MOUNT SUGARLOAF NATURE 
CONSERVATION RESERVE



The approvals pathway for these projects has 
been established following extensive and ongoing 
consultation with regulators. The work plan variation 
will assess the change in potential risk associated with 
the proposed projects, and will be submitted to Earth 
Resources Regulation Victoria and relevant referral 
agencies for assessment in Q4 2021.

In accordance with FGM’s commitment to keeping 
the community informed, please see the information 
below relating to the proposed projects. Please contact 
the FGM Community Team if you have any questions 
regarding the proposed projects. 

MIN5404 South Underground Exploration
As part of the continued exploration efforts, FGM 
propose to develop two underground drill drives to 
investigate the potential down-dip extensions of the 
Harrier and Phoenix orebodies, at depth and to the 
south of the current underground mine. 

The proposed work areas will be located between 
475m and 1,000m below the natural ground surface. 
The two drill drives are narrow tunnels, similar in 
size and construct to the existing exploration drives 
already developed within MIN5404 south and located 
throughout the mine. 

The exploration drill drives will be constructed using 
standard underground mining methods, in accordance 
approved processes adopted as part of FGM’s 

operations. All planned underground works will be 
accessed via the existing mine workings and portals 
located within MIN5404. 

Drill platforms will be positioned at intervals down the 
drives, to enable exploratory diamond drilling to occur. 
Underground drilling will reduce, but not eliminate, the 
need for surface exploration drilling to the south of the 
mine.

Falcon Waste Rock Disposal
Underground mining activity at FGM produces 
approximately 815,000 tonnes of waste rock per year. 
Current management of this waste rock includes 
backfilling of underground voids and backfilling of open 
pits. However, storage within these locations is limited 
and therefore alternative waste rock disposal options 
are required to support ongoing operations. 
 
FGM plan to construct and operate a waste rock 
dump over the backfilled area at the northern end 
of the Falcon Pit. The proposed landform will be 
approximately 360 m in length, 200 m in width, and 
will have a surface footprint of approximately 6.3 
ha. The height of the landform will be approximately 
30m, which is lower than the neighbouring landforms 
of McCormick’s Waste Rock Dump and Mount 
Sugarloaf Range. The landform will provide storage for 
approximately 1.3 million tonnes of underground waste 
rock.

The landform will be constructed in stages using 
existing and well-established waste rock handling and 
landform construction methods, in accordance with 
FGM’s approved work plan. Waste rock transfer and 
landform construction will occur on day shift only. The 
landform will be capped and progressively rehabilitated 
with local vegetation species, in a manner similar to that 
adopted on McCormick’s Waste Rock Dump. 
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PROJECTS & APPROVALS UPDATE:
MIN5404 SOUTH UNDERGROUND EXPLORATION AND 
WASTE ROCK STORAGE

To support FGM’s ongoing operational 

and explorational activities, FGM plan to 

submit a work plan variation for continued 

underground exploration within MIN5404 

South and additional waste rock storage on 

the backfilled portion of Flacon Pit.
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Map 1 - Proposed 
MIN5404 South 
Underground Exploration
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The hand over meeting kicks off the shift with a briefing 
on how each of the circuits ran and any problems may 
have occurred for the night shift crew. Shortly after its 
time for a coffee and a review of the circuit on the HMI 
in the control room, looking over the circuit from the 
computer and getting ready for the day ahead.

Each day is different depending on what circuit you are 
assigned; Crushing, Grinding and Floats, BIOX, CIL, Paste 
Plant or Mine Water Treatment Plant. Today we are the 
CIL (carbon in leaching) operator!

Around 7am we are equipping ourselves with in the 
appropriate PPE and gear for the task ahead, nitrile 
gloves, safety glasses, helmet, and a radio. In the winter 
months it is still dark before we start but halfway 
through the first round an always flawless sunrise 
occurs. I head to the hut up on the CIL deck and set up 
the glass wear for the main round of the day, thirteen 
tanks, thirteen samples. I take my two small bottles and 
walk across the catwalk to Heated Leach. 

Here I start from tank 8 and work my way to 13, 
sampling each one, collecting a density and a carbon 
count. I take liquid samples from 8 and 13 and do a 
general check over the entire Heated Leach circuit. 

Once finished I head back over to the CIL deck and 
sample tanks 2 to 7 and the adjustment tank. Once 
all the samples have been collected, the liquid filtrate 
samples are then titrated, turning from chardonnay to 
rosé in colour. Now all numbers have been collected 
and we can lodge these into the data base while also 
making the appropriate changes to maintain a fully 
functional circuit.  
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A: 
PROCESS OPERATOR

It’s an early start, waking up and heading to 

work for a 5:30am start. 
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Once a quick snack has been had we head out to do a 
boiler round and some general cleaning. Hosing is our 
number one when it comes to tidying up the circuit.

This leads into our second round, which is much smaller 
but just as important. Only a hand full of samples are 
taken and lodged with appropriate changes made on 
the HMI to adjust the circuit. Shortly after, the sample 
buckets are collected and swapped with new ones and 
given to the BIOX operator to be pressed off and passed 
on to the lab.

Twelve o’clock hits and most operators are in the crib 
room having lunch, catching up on what each other has 
done over the break or any other exciting news.

Our mid-day round is much like our first round with 
similar tasks and numbers to collect and after this its 
time to flush the pre-loaded column and send it to the 
regen kiln. As long as it isn’t raining this is an easy job 
as we watch the carbon go over the screen and into the 
hopper for about thirty minutes. 

The rest of the day falls in and the last round closes in. 
This is exactly the same as the second round except 
with a bit of extra cleaning around the huts and work 
areas, getting ready for night shift to take over.

Once back in the control room the hand over report is 
filled in with the day’s events and is handed back over 
to our cross shift. A brief walk back to the turn styles 
and the day is done.
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It was a big decision to leave the police force but with 
a young family I was looking for a better work life 
balance and a fixed roster. At Fosterville Gold Mine I 
found a company that offered not only job security 
but opportunities for self-development, allowing me to 
further my career.

Starting here was completely new, I had zero 
experience in the mining industry and this was a fresh 
start. The orientation and training provided allowed for 
a smooth transition into the role of Process Operator.

In my short time working at Fosterville, I have been 
given many opportunities to learn new skills in different 
areas of mining. I enjoy the comradery and felt valued 
as a member of the team.

My highlight of the Processing Plant would be working 
in the Paste Plant, a circuit used to process mine tailings 
and help construct ground support for the underground 
operations. It’s exciting to see the improvements we 
make every day to enhance the operation of the plant.
 
My biggest milestone since working here was that this 
year I have joined the Fosterville Emergency Rescue 
Team (ERT) and been given the opportunity to attend 
a Certificate III Mine Emergency Response & Rescue 
Course that has been incredibly challenging and 
rewarding!

To be a Process Operator I believe that it 
is important to have enthusiasm, 
attention to detail, a good 
attitude, and the willingness 
to listen but also lead.

The one word I think of 
when describing Fosterville 
Gold Mine is ‘Opportunity’.

ROADSIDE ‘CLEAN UP’ 
INITIATIVE

 

Rubbish was collected near the entrance to the mine 
site, around the community information board, and 
along the Huntly-Fosterville Road. Additional Clean Up 
Days are being planned with positive feedback received 
from all those employees who were involved. 

EMPLOYEE PROFILE:
MATT FITZGIBBON – PROCESSING; PROCESS OPERATOR, RED CREW 

My career here started in September 2019, 

but before that I was a Leading Senior 

Constable with Victoria Police for 13 years, 

positioned in Melbourne CBD & Central Vic.

During August, 6 employees from FGM’s 

Surface Maintenance Department took 

some time out from their regular duties to 

undertake a roadside clean up.
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FOSTERVILLE GOLD MINE WELCOMES THE 2021 LEXUS 
MELBOURNE CUP TO BENDIGO

The 2021 Lexus Melbourne Cup visited Bendigo on Monday 20th of September as part 

of the 19th annual Lexus Melbourne Cup Tour.

The day was an opportunity to celebrate the fact that 
the iconic cup was once again made with gold from 
the Fosterville Gold Mine. The 2021 Lexus Melbourne 
Cup visited both the Golden Dragon Museum and The 
Central Deborah Gold Mine

Fosterville was very proud to have the opportunity 
to showcase the rich mining history of the Bendigo 
Goldfields and its role in the future prosperity of the 
city. The 1850s central Victorian gold rush brought 
migrants from all over the world and the wealth 
generated by the gold rush can still be seen today in 
the historic and treasured buildings of Bendigo and 
surrounds. 

Amongst the thousands who came to the region, many 
were from Southern China and at one stage the Chinese 
accounted for some 30% of the local population.  Over 
the years some did strike it lucky and made their 
fortune, some stayed on and settled here and their 
families are still well known community members. The 
Bendigo Chinese story is one of the central stories from 
the 1850’s gold rush and it was for this reason FGM was 
proud to showcase the 2021 Lexus Melbourne Cup at 
Dai Gum San at the Golden Dragon Museum. 

Ion Hann, Vice President of Australian Operations said 
Kirkland Lake Gold was honoured to have Fosterville 
Gold Mine produce the gold for the 2021 Lexus 

Melbourne Cup.  “The Melbourne Cup continues to a 
symbol of resilience in the face of significant community 
disruption, particularly in Victoria this year. It is a 
testament to the hard work and perseverance of the 
people in the region.”

Although celebrations around the 2021 Lexus 
Melbourne Cup Tour had to be revised in line with 
current COVID restrictions, FGM was fortunate to 
welcome representatives from local charity organisation 
Sunshine Bendigo. Sunshine Bendigo are FGM’s charity 
partner for the Lexus Melbourne Cup Tour National 
Sweep. The sweep, now in its third year, sees one 
community charity have the chance to win $50,000. The 
town which draws the barrier of the Lexus Melbourne 
Cup-winning horse will be presented with $50,000 to 
put towards supporting a local community initiative. 

Sunshine Bendigo provide practical support to families 
in the community who are experiencing challenging 
times. They collect, sort and redistribute essential new 
and pre-loved baby goods and nursery equipment to 
families in need. Fosterville Gold Mine wishes them all 
the best for the Lexus Melbourne Cup Tour National 
Sweep. 

Sunshine Bendigo Founders Glenda Serpell and Sharon Wilson 
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FOSTERVILLE GOLD MINE -  UNDERGROUND WORKINGS

The map below is a surface projection of the current and proposed underground workings. 
At its deepest point the mine is now 1.2 km vertically below surface with the two main 
production areas of Harrier and Phoenix at depths of 800m and 1.2km respectively. 

Bill Mollison Drive

Ellesmere Drive

Sugarloaf Road

Axedale - Goornong Road

PHOENIX

HARRIER
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Since the commencement of Underground Mining in 2006 Fosterville 
Gold Mine has developed over 100km of underground tunnels. 

Huntly - Fosterville Road

ROBBINS HILL DECLINE

Mining 2021 (Planned)

Mining to date

Blast Monitor Locations

LEGEND

3RD EDITION | 2021



    Hosted three ‘Coffee and Conversation’ community 
    information sessions in Axedale.

    Held a Diamond Drill Rig Community Open Day at a 
    surface exploration drilling site, which enabled 
    members of the pubic to view a diamond drill rig 
    setup inside a green acoustic shed.

    Reviewed and awarded community grant allocations 
    (first round 2021).

    Completed BIOX blower shed noise attenuation 
    project follow up monitoring.

    Progressed low frequency noise investigations, 
    including field assessments and reporting.

    Completed stygofauna (groundwater fauna) field 
    investigations.

    Completed Campaspe River autumn aquatic survey.

    Completed progressive rehabilitation programs at the 
    northern diversion drain, Daley’s Hill drainage line and 
    McCormicks Waste Rock Dump infill planting.

    Completed Ecosystem Function Analysis (EFA) 
    rehabilitation monitoring. 

During Q2 2021, a total of 157 attended noise 
monitoring sessions were conducted at established 
noise monitoring locations in accordance with the noise 
monitoring schedule. 

Equivalent sound level (LAeq) was measured using a 
calibrated noise meter for a period of 30 minutes at 
each monitoring location for compliance assessment, 
with peaks, lulls and field observations noted. 

Attended noise monitoring assesses combined noise 
levels from mine-related noise sources 

(e.g., fixed plant and mobile equipment) and extraneous 
(non-mine-related) noise sources (e.g., public traffic, 
birds, wind, etc.). 

FGM’s attended noise monitoring program, is 
complemented by short-term investigative monitoring 
assessments, continuous noise loggers deployed at 
selected locations, and acoustic modelling, where 
required.

A summary of the scheduled compliance noise 
monitoring sessions completed during Q2 2021 is 
provided in Table 1.
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ENVRIONMENT & COMMUNITY 
SNAPSHOT Q2 2021

Environmental & Community 
Activities

Noise Monitoring

Table 1 -  FGM noise monitoring events year to date

Day (0700-1800) Evening (1800-2200) Night (2200-0700) Total Breaches

Limit - Rural Living Zones 46 41 36 

Limit - Farming Zones 45 38 33 

January 32 6 6 44 1

February 32 3 5 40 0

March 35 8 8 51 1

April 36 8 8 52 0

May 33 8 8 49 0

June 40 8 8 56 0

YTD Totals 208 41 43 292 2
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The following noise abatement projects were progressed during Q2 2021:

    Engagement of the preferred tenderer for detailed design and construction of SAG mill attenuation project.

    Acoustic consultants engaged to undertake further investigative monitoring and assessment of potential low     
    frequency noise. 

    Additional hay bales installed surrounding surface drill rigs, and acoustic attenuation panels (as an alternative
    to hay bales) trialled.

Incident Category Q1 Q2 Year to Date

Low to Minor 6 11 6

Moderate 1 1 1

High 2 0 2

Totals 9 12 9
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Noise Abatement

Environmental Incidents

There were no high risk (reportable) environmental incidents during Q2 2021.

One moderate risk event was reported in relation to a surface exploration drilling program on private property, 
which resulted in some damage to the paddock ground cover whilst repositioning the drill rig in wet conditions. 
Drilling was temporarily suspended until the ground conditions improved and the area has been partially 
rehabilitated. The area will be fully rehabilitated when exploration drilling has been completed.

Table 2 -  FGM Environmental Incidents - Year to date

Noise attenuation around exploration drill rig
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Social Responsibility - Sponsorships and Donations

FGM Environmental Incidents - Year to 
Date by Incident Type

During Q2 2021, contributions were made to the following organisations:

    Axedale Golf Club (existing) – agreement for upgraded facilities. 

    Bendigo Baptist Community Care (new) – MADCOW community support program.

    Bendigo Winter Night Shelter (new) –support of temporary accommodation for vulnerable community during the 
    winter period.

    Cancer Council Bendigo Relay for Life (new) – August relay event (cancelled due to COVID-19).

Hydrocarbon

Epsom Water

Noise

Process Water

Water

Community

Reagents/Chemicals

Drill Water

Blast Monitoring
Blast and ground vibration monitoring is undertaken in accordance with Australian Standard Explosives AS 
2187.2:2006 – Storage and Use – Use of Explosives. FGM’s ground vibration limits are:

    The maximum level of ground vibration must not exceed 5 mm/s at any residence on more than 5% of blasts 
    fired within a 12-month period.

    The maximum level of ground vibration must not exceed 10 mm/s at any time.

Continuous blast meters are located at four locations around FGM’s active mining areas. These meters monitor 
surface ground vibration as peak particle velocity (mm/s). 

During Q2 2021, there were a total of 18 stope firings and 749 development firings. During this period 25 firing 
events registered on the surface monitoring system and 10 mine-induced seismic events were detected by the 
surface monitoring system. All results were well below FGM’s ground vibration limits for the reporting period.
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FGM Environmental Incidents - Year to date by incident type
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Graph 2 - Blasting ground vibration monitoring results - April-June

Graph 3 - Seismic ground vibration monitoring results - April-June

FGM Environmental Incidents - Year to date by incident type



01 klgold.comCommunity News  |  Fosterville Gold Mine

FGM received a total of 27 community 
complaints during Q2, the majority of which 
related to blasting and vibration. 

Blasting and Vibration
There were twenty-one community 
complaints received during Q2 2021 in 
relation to blasting and ground vibration. 
Fifteen of these complaints were related to 
blasting, three complaints were related to 
mine-induced seismicity, and three events 
were found not to be associated with FGM 
blasting or mine induced seismicity. 

Investigations confirmed the blast results 
were well below FGM’s ground vibration 
limits. Additional investigations were 
completed in relation to the Harrier 4420 
NHW 5110 firing on 27/04/2021, which may 
have resulted in elevated surface vibration 
at receptors. 

Face-to-face meetings with three 
landholders were held during the quarter 
to continue the dialogue and further 
understand their concerns in relation to 
blasting.

Date / Time of Firing Firing Location Number of Complaints PPV^ (maximum)

03/04/2021 6.45 pm Phoenix 3990 Audax 6470 1 0.65 mm/s (FVP1)

13/04/2021 6.39 pm Phoenix 3990 Swan 6400 1 0.71 mm/s (FVP1)

13/04/2021 6.39 pm Phoenix 3990 Swan 6400 1 0.71 mm/s (FVP1)

17/04/2021 6.31 pm Harrier 4290 SFW 760 1 1.41 mm/s (FVP2)

27/04/2021 6.31 am Harrier 4420 NHW 5110 3 1.66 mm/s (FVP2)

05/05/2021 6.48 pm Phoenix 4070 Benu 6495 1 0.97 mm/s (FVP2)

07/05/2021 7.00 pm Phoenix 4220 SHW 6800 1 0.34 mm/s (FVP1)

22/05/2021 6.30 pm Development Firing 1 Not registered

31/05/2021 6.39 pm Phoenix 3970 Swan 6380 2 1.11 mm/s (FVP2)
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Community Complaints

Blasting and Complaints Summary - Q2 2021

Complaints Summary 
-  Q2 2021
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Vibration - Blasting

Other

Vibration - Mine Induced Seismicity

Noise - New

Vibration - Non FGM Related

Noise - Ongoing
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Date / Time of Firing Firing Location Number of Complaints PPV^ (maximum)

02/06/2021 6.42 am Phoenix Development 1 Not registered

13/06/2021 6.32 pm Phoenix 4010 Swan 6390 1 0.58 mm/s (FVP2) 

26/06/2021 6.43 pm Phoenix 4090 Swan 6390 1 0.65 mm/s (FVP1)

29/06/2021 6.50 am Phoenix 4120 Raptor 6370 1# 0.50 mm/s (FVP1)

#Combined complaint      ^ PPV Limit = 5mm/sec on 95% of occasions
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Mine Induced Seismicity
There were three complaints regarding ground vibration events associated with mine induced seismicity. 

FGM continue to engage with residents who are concerned about mine induced seismicity, including the provision 
of monitoring results and additional information outlining the potential causes of mine induced seismicity. 

Additional information has also been shared in FGM’s Community Newsletter (July 2021 edition) and a Seismicity 
Fact Sheet is also available upon request. 

Other Complaints
Ongoing noise investigations continued in relation to a noise complaint first received in September 2020. During 
the course of these investigations an allegation of equipment tampering was lodged with FGM in relation to the 
landholder’s private noise monitoring equipment. A full investigation into these allegations was undertaken with the 
outcomes communicated back to the landholder.

FGM was notified of a complaint lodged with City of Greater Bendigo regarding exploration activities to the south of 
the operations. A complaint regarding community disturbance from a low flying helicopter was also received, and 
investigations confirmed the event (helicopter activity) was unrelated to FGM activities.

Mine Induced Seismic Event Complaints Summary Q2 2021

Date / Time of Firing Firing Location Number of Complaints Magnitude (ML) PPV^ (maximum)

03/06/2021 4.45 pm Phoenix 3990 Audax 6470 2 1.7 1.61 mm/s (FVP1)

29/06/2021 6.31 am Phoenix 3965 Access 1# 1.4 1.25 mm/s (FVP1)

Noise
Three new complaints were received regarding noise, relating to:

    Night-time operational noise.

    Heavy vehicle noise and potential low frequency noise.

    General increase in operation noise since August 2020 and lack of community consultation regarding mining
    licence variation. 



Over the past six months, we have received increased 
community interest, in the form of enquiries and 
complaints, regarding our operational and exploration 
activities. We welcome feedback on our activities and 
we are committed to understanding any community 
concerns and working with individuals to identify 
practical solutions. 

Noise
We acknowledge that some members of the local 
community have raised concerns regarding noise 
from our operations, specifically Low Frequency Noise. 
We treat all concerns seriously and are committed to 
understanding the full extent of the potential issue. Low 
frequency noise is a common component of everyday 
environments, but remains a complex issue, and we are 
engaging with neighbours and regulators to investigate 
the matter and inform potential future actions.

We have progressed the following initiatives to 
investigate this matter:

    Commissioned two separate low frequency noise
    studies, undertaken by appropriately qualified
    acoustic consultants. These involved attended and
    continuous measurements at neighbouring
    properties and onsite noise sources, the results of
    which have been shared with EPA Victoria and Earth 
    Resources Regulation.

    Implemented additional attended noise monitoring,
    complimentary to our normal routine compliance    
    noise monitoring schedule. 

    Installed and operated six continuous noise loggers
    to provide continuous 24/7 data on ambient noise
    conditions in the vicinity of our operations.

    Conducted investigative noise monitoring during a
    scheduled site power outage, in parallel to EPA
    Victoria’s independent regulatory noise investigations. 

    Identified and implemented additional noise
    abatement initiatives and controls around surface
    infrastructure items and exploration sites.

All of our investigations to-date indicate our continued 
compliance with the prescribed regulatory noise limits. 
While none of the monitoring results to date have been 
able to nominate a specific source of the potential low 
frequency noise described by some neighbours, nor 
identify exceeded limits for this, we remain committed 
to understanding the extent of the potential issue and 
continue to assist the regulator with their investigations. 
Similarly, we remain committed to our offers of support 
to neighbors during this period while investigations 
continue. 

As an operation we have a long history of community 
engagement and understand the importance of keeping 
the community informed of our operational updates 
and future activities. To this end, in June we progressed 
several community engagement initiatives, including the 
hosting of three community ‘Coffee and Conversation’ 
information sessions and a Diamond Drill Rig Open Day. 
Most recently we commissioned a social consultant 
to undertake a ‘Community Voices’ household survey, 
to better understand community interests, concerns 
and preferred engagement methods. We encourage all 
invited neighbours to participate in this survey, and look 
forward to utilising the information gathered to guide 
our future community engagement activities.

In the meantime, if you have any questions, please feel 
free to contact the Community team on 03 5439 9000 
or email fgm.community@kl.gold

FGM ONGOING NOISE 
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The form is accessed via a link included with the SMS blast notification. It is a simple and quick way of 
providing immediate feedback using your phone.  This information is valuable in improving our blasting 
practices and ensuring we minimise any impact to community.

BLASTING FEEDBACK

To better understand the community experience of blasting at Fosterville 
Gold Mine we have developed a digital feedback form.

BLAST NOTIFICATION SYSTEM

Blasting is an essential part of the gold mining process and is 
used in both open pit and underground operations.

As FGM’s underground mine advances, nearby residents may feel 
ground vibration from some firings. FGM undertakes production 
firings within designated firing periods (6:30am-7am and 6:30pm-
7pm), however independent development firings may also be 
conducted at other times.

FGM monitors ground vibration from its operations using a 
network of blast monitors (geophones) installed on the surface at 
designated locations. 
The monitors measure peak particle velocity (PPV) in mm/s and 
provide data which is used to ensure FGM maintain compliance 
with the vibration limits detailed in FGM’s Mining Licence.

As part of our commitment to keeping the community informed 
and process of continuous improvement to minimise adverse 
impacts to the surrounding environment, FGM has implemented 
a Blast Notification System for interested community members. 
The system aims to provide residents with notification in advance 
of planned production firings.

Any residents interested in registering to 
receive FGM’s SMS blast notifications are 
encouraged to contact the Community Team. 
Email: fgm.community@kl.gold
Phone: 03 5439 9000
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CONTACT DETAILS

To contact FGM reception phone 
(03) 5439 9000 between the hours 
of 6:30am to 6:30pm. 

This number is also the 24 hour call number. 
After hours and on weekends all calls are 
transferred through to the processing plant 
office, which is manned 24 hours, 365 days 
per year. 

If you wish to receive this newsletter via 
email or would like to be removed from the 
distribution list please email 
fgm.community@kl.gold


