
We have had a busy few months since our last newsletter 
with one highlight being our annual Community Open Day. 

This year we had nearly 2,500 people through the gates, 
exceeding all expectations. It was wonderful to see so 
many people with a genuine interest in the operation 
come and engage with our employees.

Over the past few months we have also been working 
towards an expanded social responsibility program. 
The aim of the program is to ensure diversity in the 
many ways we support surrounding communities, local 
economies and the environment. 
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WELCOMECONTACT DETAILS

To contact FGM reception phone 
(03) 5439 9000 between the hours 
of 6:30am to 6:30pm. 

This number is also the 24 hour call number. 
After hours and on weekends all calls are 
transferred through to the processing plant 
office, which is manned 24 hours, 365 days 
per year. 

If you wish to receive this newsletter via 
email or would like to be removed from the 
distribution list please email 
fgm.community@klgold.com.au

www.klgold.com.au

Welcome to the second edition of the 
Fosterville Gold Newsletter for 2019. 

Continued on Page 2
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WELCOME – CONTINUED

OTHER ACTIVITIES

The grant provides the opportunity to kick start great 
ideas for social innovation within the Greater Bendigo 
Community, with the ultimate goal of improving our 
community’s wellbeing and sustainability. The Grant 
was open to all incorporated organisations and 
businesses.

In its first year the $60,000 grant was awarded to the  
bHive Collective to establish a digital sharing economy 
platform. It is hoped the project will create stronger 
community connections and lead to growth in local 
economies. 

In March this year the Fosterville Gold Mine partnered with the City 
of Greater Bendigo to establish the Great Ideas Grant. 

Other activities have included two community town 
hall meetings, hosting a visit from Councillors and 
Executives from the City Greater Bendigo and the 
awarding of the first round of community grants for 
2019. 

Information presented at the town hall meetings in 
Axedale and Goornong focused on the Northern and 
Southern extensions of the current mining licence 
MIN5404. 

We are still working with government to determine 
the appropriate approval pathways for the extended 
licence area and will provide more information to the 
community when it becomes available.

In addition to the town hall meetings, the community 
team also attended many individual meetings with 
landholders regarding the extension.  We remain 
available to meet with any interested landholders 
to discuss this or any other matters related to our 
operation. 
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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY

In March, FGM was proud to support and attend the AusIMM International Women’s Day event 
in Melbourne acknowledging the outstanding contribution women make to our industry.

• Bendigo Foodshare for their project, Supporting Foodshare Volunteers 

• Bendigo Gem Club Inc. for Equipment Upgrade & Replacement Programme 

• Bendigo Gliding Club for the purchase of an Aviation Safety-Flarm 

• Bendigo Regional Genealogical Society Inc. for The ‘Elmore Standard’ digitisation project from 1906 

• Bendigo Tafe Young Mums VCAL Group  for the Squeaky Clean Project   

• St Matthew’s for the Rejuvenation of the Pizza Oven Space 

• St Paul’s Cathedral  for Hardwired Integrated Smoke Detectors 

• Sedgwick Public Hall, Recreation and Conservation Reserve for the Purchase of a 2 door glass fridge 

• Soldiers Memorial Institute Military Museum for the Rats of Tobruk Display Plinth.

COMMUNITY GRANTS

Our first community grants round for 2019 was also held over the past few months with the successful 
applicants listed below.
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BLASTING IMPROVEMENTS AT 
FOSTERVILLE GOLD MINE

Over the past six months, Fosterville Gold 
Mine has progressed several initiatives 
focused on the continuous improvement 
of its blasting practices underground. 

This work has been a collaboration between the mining 
engineers and the environment and community team, 
encompassing aspects of both blast design, monitoring 
and assessment.

• A third party review into FGM’s blasting practices and 
procedures; 

• A change in explosive supplier;

• Collection of close proximity data underground 
to better understand vibration frequencies from 
individual production firings;

• Gyro inhole surveying of blast holes to limit the 
potential for misfiring’s and/or stope failure which can 
amplify blast vibrations;

• Installation of additional portable continuous blast 
monitor at local residences;

• Introduction of a blast notification system to inform 
community of scheduled production firing times;

• Opportunity for nearby landholders to have a 
structural building assessment of their property to 
provide a baseline assessment of property condition;

• Development of a Blasting Feedback Journal for 
interested community members to provide feedback 
on FGM’s blasting activities.

This work will be ongoing with the aim of minimising 
any adverse impacts to nearby communities. 

If you have concerns or are interested in finding out more 
about the above-mentioned initiatives please contact a 
member of FGM’s Community Team. 

Further details are also provided opposite on the blast 
notification system.

Blasting is an essential part of the gold 
mining process and is used in both open pit 
and underground operations.

As FGM’s underground mine advances, 
nearby residents may feel ground vibration 
from some firings. FGM undertakes 
production firings within designated firing 
periods (6:30am-7am and 6:30pm-7pm), 
however independent development firings 
may also be conducted at other times.

FGM monitors ground vibration from its 
operations using a network of blast monitors 
(geophones) installed on the surface at 
designated locations. The monitors measure 
peak particle velocity (PPV) in mm/s and 
provide data which is used to ensure FGM 
maintain compliance with the vibration limits 
detailed in FGM’s Mining Licence.

As part of our commitment to keeping 
the community informed and process of 
continuous improvement to minimise 
adverse impacts to the surrounding 
environment, FGM is rolling out a Blast 
Notification System for interested community 
members. The system aims to provide 
residents with notification 24 hours in 
advance of planned production firings.

Notifications will be provided initially via 
email. Any residents interested in registering 
to receive FGM’s blast notifications are 
encouraged to contact the Community Team 
via email (fgm.community@klgold.com.au) 
or phone (03 5439 9000).

BLAST 
NOTIFICATION 
SYSTEM

Some of the initiatives progressed to-date include:



The link drive connects the Phoenix Decline with the 
Harrier Decline and provides a number of operational 
benefits. Originally, the Link Drive was developed 
as the Harrier Exploration Drill Drive to provide an 
underground diamond drilling platform to explore the 
lower Phoenix System.

The link drive took nearly two years to complete, 
required 3.1 km of development and a total of  
309 tonnes of rock were removed. 

During the design process ventilation modelling for 
the link drive indicated there would be a 2-degree 
cooling benefit to the Lower Phoenix areas and initial 
monitoring indicates this has been achieved. 
 
The completion of the Harrier Link Drive not only 
provides a secondary means of egress, which is 
important from both a safety perspective, it also offers 
an alternative route during periods of rehabilitation, 
planned maintenance and machinery breakdowns.

Haulage from the underground mine is now more 
efficient with trucks entering down through the Phoenix 
Decline and exiting fully loaded via the Link Drive and 
the Harrier Decline. 

The 15 km round trip takes approximately 1.5 hours for 
each truck to complete. Trucking through the Harrier 
Link Drive commenced on Thursday 2 May. Since then 
an average of about 3,500 tonnes (60 loads) have been 
trucked to the surface each day.
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HARRIER LINK DRIVE

On 26 April Fosterville Gold Mine achieved a significant 
milestone with the breakthrough of the ‘Harrier Link Drive’.

Breakthrough of the Harrier Link Drive
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FOSTERVILLE GOLD MINE – OPEN DAY 2019

Fosterville Gold Mine held its 
annual open day on March 23rd, 
with a record attendance of just 
under 2,500 people. 

The day provides a unique opportunity to tour the site and 
understand the various aspects of an operating gold mine. 

The day would not be possible without the many employees, 
contractors and community members who volunteer their 
time to ensure the day is a wonderful success.
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FOSTERVILLE GOLD MINE – OPEN DAY 2019
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The environment team recently 
organised a Cleanup Australia 
Day event with each department 
on site allowing employees to 
head out and do their bit. 

The clean up was focused around McCormicks 
Road, Huntly Fosterville Road, drains around 
site and the FGM carpark.

It was a great team effort with two large front 
lift bins filled with general waste and recycling 
materials.

Fosterville Gold Mine were proud to be sponsors 
of the 2019 O’Keefe Challenge Half Marathon. 

The 21.1 km marathon runs from Knowsley 
to the heart of Heathcote along the Historic 
O’Keefe Rail Trail. 

This year over 800 participants took part 
in the various events, which included a 
500 metre run right through to the 42 km 
marathon.

Several runners from Fosterville Gold Mine 
took part in the challenge, participating in 
the half marathon and Ekiden relay. The 
Fosterville team were pleased to come in 
4th place in the mixed team category, and 
the runners enjoyed being a part of this 
wonderful community event.

CLEAN UP DAY

O’KEEFE CHALLENGE
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With significant growth in 
the FGM workforce over the 
past year it was an exciting 
time to welcome two new 
apprentices to site. 

Corey Roberts and Luke Padgham 
commenced their electrical 
apprenticeships at FGM earlier this year 
with MEGT coming to site to sign up 
both Cory and Luke. 

It is wonderful to be able to provide an 
opportunity for two young people to 
enter a trade related field. 

FOSTERVILLE GOLD MINE – ELECTRICAL APPRENTICES

ERC COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE APPOINTMENTS

Earlier in 2019, Fosterville Gold Mine 
invited community members interested 
in the environmental performance and 
operation of the mine to apply to join 
its Environment Review Committee 
(ERC) as community representatives. 

ERC applications were assessed by an independent 
panel, comprising representatives from COGB Council 
and FGM.

Through unanimous agreement, the panel 
recommended the appointment of the following ERC 
community representatives:

Barrie Winzar

Jeff Cummins 

Tim Harrington

FGM would like to thank those who nominated for 
the ERC and looks forward to maintaining the strong 
working relationship with the appointed members and 
the communities they represent.

FGM’s ERC meets on a quarterly basis to review the 
mine’s environmental performance and operational 
updates. It involves a group of stakeholders, consisting 
of site representatives, regulators and community 
representatives and is facilitated by an independent 
chairperson. 

 
If you are interested in becoming involved in FGM’s ERC 
please contact the FGM Community Team

The next ERC meeting will be held on 
14th of August 2019

Phone: (03) 5439 9000 or 
Email: fgm.community@klgold.com.au
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FOSTERVILLE GOLD MINE -  UNDERGROUND WORKINGS

Axedale - Goornong Road

Sugarloaf Road

Bill Mollison Drive
Ellesmere Drive

The map below is a surface projection of the current 
and proposed underground workings. At its deepest 
point the mine is now 1.2 km vertically below surface 
with the two main production areas of Harrier and 
Phoenix at depths of 700m and 1.1km respectively. 

In 2018 Fosterville Gold Mine developed an exploration 
tunnel extending to the south of the operation 
(shown in pink below). This tunnel will be used as an 
underground diamond drill platform for continued 
exploration drilling into 2019 and beyond.
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Exploration Drive 2018

Mining 2018

Mining 2019 (Planned)

Mining prior to 2018

Axedale - Goornong Road

Huntly - Fosterville Road

Since the commencement of Underground Mining in 2006 Fosterville 
Gold Mine has developed over 100km of underground tunnels. 
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