Closing of Youth Parliament 2025 – Address by 30th Youth Governor, Edward Mickan

Hey everyone,

Ngadlu tampinthi ngadlu Kaurna yartangka tikanthi

I acknowledge that we meet today on unceeded kaurna land and respect elders past and present as well as future decision makers

Today I want to talk about change. Change is everywhere. In the leaves as they brown and fall off the trees. In the way the tide rises up the shore and then retreats. In the greying of your hair over your life and the wrinkles that set in. Change is everywhere. Like my mum would say, “the only constant in life is change” And that holds true now more than ever. With changes in the climate, with fluxes in international relations, and with ever changing political climates. Everything is changing, whether for the better or for the worse.

There is no place more filled with change than YP. Young people come here to advocate for change, and instead find themselves changed as a result. I remember coming to junior parliament in 2018 as a red faced 12 year old, shy, awkward and terrified to speak. It took hours of convincing for me to debate, I didn’t know what to say or what to think. And I still don’t. But 8 years later, I have learned and grown so much. Grown in confidence, grown as a leader, grown as a person. From participant, to leader, to youth gov, I’ve changed and now there is time for a new youth gov, now there is time for new change.

And this is what the participants have gone through these past few months. Changes to their confidence. Changes to their friends as they meet new people. Changes to themselves as they learn new things. I have not met a single person who has not left YP changed. They’ve been impacted by the amazing people all around them and the strong atmosphere of change. They’ve been impacted by the changes in the program itself. Changes ranging from bringing bed time earlier, creating a safer debate environment and policy selection process and mandating cultural safety training for taskforce. I have absolutely loved seeing every single participant change and learn new things over the past few months and the past week. You have all made me so very proud, and I know I’m going to miss you all so much.

Change will always be here. Like it or not. You don’t get a choice in it. You don’t get to say yes or no. The only thing you can do is learn how to learn from it. Learn how to accept the change with open arms and let it embrace you. So reflect on how you have changed. Reflect on what you have learned from this. Reflect on how you are going to continue to change. The world is your oyster. And remember, the only constant in life is change.
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